

Turning 
back the 
clock on 
the rock 

HISTORIC rock houses 
were filled with the smell 
of baking bread for the 
first time in decades as a 
nostalgic day of activities 
launched the new season 
at the attraction on Kinver 
Edge. 

More than 300 visitors 
turned out to the Holy 
Austin Rock Houses as the 
homes were opened up for 
the first time this year. 

Victorian 

Volunteers lit fires and 
prepared a Victorian range 
for traditional baking and 
children were surprised to 
find that people in the past 
used to make their own rugs 
for the home. 

One house has been re¬ 
stored to how it appeared in 
Victorian times and a neigh¬ 
bouring house in a 1930s 
style. 

The event on Saturday 
marked the opening of the 
houses for the new season 
and the National Trust hope 
to make activities of this 
kind a regular feature. 

Spokesman Laura Broad- 
hurst said: “Some people 
said it was really nostalgic 
for them as they remem¬ 
bered their grandparents 
using a range to make bread 
and meals.” 

People can look around 
from 11am to 4pm Thurs¬ 
day to Sunday until the end 
of November at the homes 
carved out of sandstone. 

Last of the 
century men 

THE final member of West 
Bromwich Albion’s ‘team of 
the century’ has died aged 
89. Right-back Stan Rick- 
aby made 205 appearances 
for the club, scoring twice, 
during five years at The 
Hawthorns in the 1950s. 

The England inter¬ 
national got a 1954 FA 
Cup-winners’ medal after 
playing in every round be¬ 
fore missing the final due to 
injury. He was the last of Al¬ 
bion’s 1953-54 ‘team of the 
century’, halted by rivals 
Wolves from claiming the 
20th century’s first League 
and FA Cup double. 


DODDY JOINS 
THEATRE BATTLE 


LEGENDARY comic Ken Dodd 
brought a tear to the eye of cam¬ 
paigners after revealing his ambition 
to host a charity concert to help save 
Dudley Hippodrome. 

Hundreds cheered the veteran entertainer 
as he made reference to his love for the town’s 
historic venue during his show at Dudley Town 


Hall on Saturday. 

He raised the roof when 
he said it was a ‘pity’ Dudley 
Council continued to pursue 
plans to demolish the Castle 
Hill theatre as part of regen¬ 
eration plans. 

Marathon 

During his marathon 
show which, barring two 
breaks for other acts, lasted 
more than five hours and 
finished at 12.35am, he 
talked about his early visits 
to the Hippodrome. 

He told the audience: “I 
recall playing down at Dud¬ 
ley Hippodrome umpteen 
times. It was such a pity to 
hear this news but I would 
go as far to say I would quite 
willingly put a show on free 
of charge to help the cam¬ 
paign.” 

Ken Dodd was among a 
galaxy of stars to grace the 
stage at the popular variety 
theatre including Bob Hope, 
Laurel and Hardy, Tommy 
Cooper, Max Miller and Bob 
Monkhouse. 

Among those in the au¬ 
dience for Ken’s show was 
Friends of Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome group founder 
Malcolm Palmer who had 
attended to watchone of his 
all-time favourite comedi¬ 
ans. 

Mr Palmer said: “It 
brought a tear to my eye to 
hear him speak like that. 
The whole audience were 
lcheering. He spoke about 
the Hippodrome for around 
15 minutes. 

“It was amazing how 


Report by 
Andrew Turton 


much he could remember 
and how much he knew 
about the Black Country. It 
is great for the campaign.” 

Audience member Gra¬ 
ham Colbourne, aged 69, 
from Milking Bank, said: 
“He recalled memories of 
the good times he had per¬ 
forming there and said he 
would do a free concert to 
save this Black Country 
landmark. 

“As you can imagine the 
the audience were thrilled.” 

The Friends of Dudley 
Hippodrome are holding 
a meeting tonight at the 
ex-serviceman’s club, in 
Hall Street, Dudley, from 
7.30pm. 

Ken Dodd’s views and 
proposal are expected to 
be discussed as well as giv¬ 
ing people an update with 
the latest on the campaign. 
It comes just weeks after 
entertainment campaign 
Events that Rok came for¬ 
ward to hold discussions 
with Dudley Council about 
taking over the theatre. 
Both parties are remaining 
tight-lipped about the dis¬ 
cussions at the moment. 

Dudley Council is press¬ 
ing ahead with planning 
applications associated with 
a proposal to demolish the 
1938-built venue. A car park 
would be put in its place 
with longer term proposals 
to create a new attraction 
for Dudley Zoo on the site. 



Veteran comedian Ken Dodd has pledged his support for the campaign to save the Dudley Hippodrome 


Protest over council cuts budget 


PROTESTERS gathered outside Dud¬ 
ley Council House as a cost-cutting 
budget which will see youth servic¬ 
es slashed, parking charges rise and 
street lights switched off after mid¬ 
night was given the go-ahead. 

Around 30 members of the Dudley 
Coalition Against the Cuts campaign 
group waved placards on the steps of 
the building and urged the council to 
protect services for ‘vulnerable’ resi¬ 
dents. 

During a three-hour debate in the 
council chamber, the budget proposals 
for £34 million of cuts over the next 
three years, and a possible further 
£23m slashed from budgets by 2017, 
were passed with 42 councillors voting 


in favour and 25 against. A council tax 
freeze for 2014/15 was also approved. 

Jerry Langford, spokesman for Dud¬ 
ley Coalition Against the Cuts, said he 
was concerned about the impact on 
services, particularly those for young 
people, the elderly and those with dis¬ 
abilities. 

Finance boss Councillor Pete Lowe 
said the council faced ‘massive finan¬ 
cial challenges’ but the authority had 
‘tried as far as possible to protect our 
services from those who need us the 
most.’ 

He explained: “We have made £42m 
of savings over the last three years and 
we propose to make £34m of further 
savings over the next three years. But 


we forecast that funding cuts will leave 
us with a further gap of £23m that we 
need to address by 2016/17. “We will 
not achieve this without being radical 
and we will come back to cabinet in 
July with more detailed proposals.” 

Among the savings are cuts to street 
cleaning with residents being encour¬ 
aged to hold their own litter picks and 
plans to shorten the collection period 
for green waste, to save £100,000. 

The council plans to start turning 
some street lights off after midnight to 
reduce energy bills by £100,000. Main¬ 
tenance of parks will also be reduced 
to claw back £270,000. Changes will 
be made at some day centres and the 
youth service will also be scaled back. 


Life ban 
for player 
who broke 
ref's nose 

AN AMATEUR footballer 
who broke a referee’s nose 
has escaped an immediate 
jail term. 

Shane Davies attacked 
referee Alan Kite when he 
showed him the red card for 
hurling abuse after a pen¬ 
alty appeal was rejected. 

Davies admitted assault¬ 
ing Mr Kite at an earlier 
hearing and sentencing 
had been adjourned at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court 
for psychiatric reports. His 
solicitor, Mr Jas Mann, ac¬ 
knowledged his client’s be¬ 
haviour on March 31 last 
year was ‘thoroughly repre¬ 
hensible’ but said it was due 
to ‘underlying problems’. 

Davies, of Hillside Road, 
Dudley, was given a 12 
month prison sentence sus¬ 
pended for two years. 

After the case an FA 
spokesman said Davies, who 
was already serving a ban 
for assaulting a rival player, 
was now banned from foot¬ 
ball for life. 

Mr Geoffrey Dann, pros¬ 
ecuting, said the incident 
happened at King George V 
Park, Stourbridge, when Mr 
Kite turned down a penalty 
appeal. Davies, 27, playing 
for Malt Shovel Athletic, 
slapped Mr Kite causing a 
broken nose. 

Judge Helen Hughes told 
him to complete an anger 
management programme. 
He must pay £500 compen¬ 
sation to Mr Kite, £535 costs 
and £100 victim surcharge. 

Petition on 
knife crime 

A PETITION calling for 
immediate prison sentences 
to be given to people caught 
carrying knives is being 
launched by an MP to mark 
the anniversary of the fa¬ 
tal stabbing of Halesowen 
schoolgirl Christina Edkins 
on a Birmingham bus. 

Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis MP James Morris 
wants a stronger approach 
to people caught illegally 
carrying blades. He has 
already met with Justice 
Sectary Minister Chris 
Grayling and is working 
with Christina’s family. 
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Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
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Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
lee.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Heather Large: 01384 353203 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Louise Jew: 01384 353201 
louise.jew@expressandstar.co.uk 
Alex Ross: 01384 353207 
alex-ross@expressandstar.co.uk 
Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 

What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 

E-mail your information and pictures to: 
dudley.chrons@expressandstar.co.uk 


Sports: 

Tel: 01902 319453. e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Photographic 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 


Advertising 
Rebecca Vincze 

Tel: 01384 399901 

E-mail: rebecca.vincze@expressandstar.co.uk 

Nicky Cope 

Tel: 01902 319573 

E-mail: n.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 

Distribution: 

Paul Jones 

Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 


STOURBRIDGE 

CHRONICLE 3 

51-53, Queen Street 
Wolverhampton 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1pm 
and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


Rail service revised after complaints 


CHANGES have been to the timeta¬ 
ble for the shuttle service in Stour¬ 
bridge between the town’s two rail 
stations following complaints from 
passengers. 

London Midland has revised the 
schedule for the service between 
Stourbridge Town and Junction 
railway stations. It comes after it 
changed its timetable to and from 
Birmingham Moor Street in Decem¬ 
ber, which left passengers having to 


wait longer for a connecting shuttle 
service to the town centre. 

Bosses said they had listened 
to feedback from passengers and 
decided to create a new timetable 
which came into effect on Sunday. 

Terry Oliver, of London Midland, 
said: “We made a number of changes 
to the Snow Hill lines timetable in 
December , implementing an hourly 
stop at Hartlebury for the first time 
in almost 50 years, and an improved 


service linking Solihull and Strat¬ 
ford upon Avon. The impact of these 
timetable amendments was that it 
changed the arrival and departure 
time of services at Stourbridge 
Junction, which meant passengers 
using the connecting shuttle service 
having to wait longer than the usual 
two to three minutes. 

“We listened to feedback from 
our passengers and acted quickly 
to rewrite and implement a revised 


timetable that provides a better 
connection to services on the Snow 
Hill line.” 

Stourbridge Line User Group 
Chairman Rob Hebron said: “Pas¬ 
sengers arriving at Stourbridge 
Junction from the Stourbridge 
Town shuttle were missing their 
connecting train, sometimes by an 
infuriating few seconds. We are de¬ 
lighted that London Midland has 
revised the timetable.” 


Cannabis man avoids 
prison by 'a whisker' 


A BAR doorman behind a cannabis factory 
has escaped a prison sentence by a ‘whisk¬ 
er’ after friends and family showed support. 

Simon Wood, aged 38, of Tiled House Lane, Pen- 
snett, has been made subject to a four-month night 
curfew and ordered to do 240 hours of unpaid work. 

He told police he ran the cannabis factory in an indus¬ 
trial unit in Wordsley to raise money after having run up 
a gambling debt. He handed 
himself in after officers dis¬ 
covered 55 plants in July. 

Epidemic 

After pleading guilty to 
production of cannabis in 
January, Wood was given 
a nine-month prison sen¬ 
tence, suspended for a year, 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court last week 
Recorder Keith Raynor 
said: “The West Midlands 
has a cannabis epidemic 
going on.You were involved 
in a production of cannabis 
capable of producing signif¬ 
icant quantities. You have 
come within a whisker of 
going to prison.” 

Police carried out the 
raid on the unit off High 
Street on July 2 after res¬ 
idents complained about 
a strong smell. The plants 
were growing in four rooms. 
Herbal cannabis was found 
drying in one room. 

Mrs Sati Ruck, prosecut¬ 
ing, said the estimated value 
of the cannabis ranged from 
£21,000 to £52,000. She 
added: “The defendant said 
he had borrowed money 
from the travelling commu¬ 
nity and, having gambled 
and lost the money, had 
grown the plants to repay 
the debt.” 

Mr Robert Cowley, de¬ 
fending, said his client 
worked as a doorman and 
olunteered at a boxing club. 

Recorder Raynor said he 
had read letters of support 
for Wood from employ¬ 
ers, friends and family. He 
added: “Don’t ever get in¬ 
volved in this again.” 


Officers in 
support of 
Islam centre 

PLANS to open an Islamic 
education centre at the site 
of an empty Stourbridge 
pub have been recommend¬ 
ed for approval. 

Councillors will make the 
final decision on the scheme 
proposed for the Old Bell 
pub in Lye on Monday 

A charitable trust known 
as the Islamic Community 
and Education Centre wants 
to transform the building, 
which would hostclasses 
teaching the Qur’an and 
work with nearby schools. 

Rashid Aziz has submit¬ 
ted the proposals to the 
change on behalf of the 
Islamic Community and 
Education Centre organisa¬ 
tion. The application is for a 
change for use from a pub to 
community centre. 

The council has received 
31 letters of support for the 
redevelopment as well as 
a petition containing 372 
signatures in favour of the 
scheme, along with a sup¬ 
porting letter from Chapel 
Street Medical Centre. 

Planning officers at Dud¬ 
ley Council have backed the 
project saying the change of 
use was ‘acceptable’. 

Mr Aziz says they want to 
raise awareness of cultural 
diversity with schools. 


From outer to inner space 



Year 7 students from Ridgewood High School 

YOUNGSTERS explored the mysteries of 
the universe and the wonders of the human 
body when a portable science dome was set 
up at their school. 

Around 75 pupils got the chance to watch 
two films projected inside Keele Universi¬ 
ty’s Stardome on Friday. 

The inflatable dome, which measures 
around 19ft, was at the Redhill School, 
Stourbridge, as part of children’s science 
studies and has a 360-degree screen. 


inside the Stardome brought to Stourbridge 

Pupils from Ridgewood High and Thorns 
Community College also attended the hour- 
long sessions. 

Students from Keele University were also 
on hand to answer questions and talks to 
pupils about the films. 

The event was organised by a trust com¬ 
prising the local schools and Pedmore Tech¬ 
nology College. 

Year Seven pupils, aged 11 and 12, took 
part in the day of activities. 


Opinions 
of 2,500 
given on 
the cuts 


AROUND 2,500 residents 
had their say on which ser¬ 
vices they value the most in 
a budget consultation. 

Over recent months fi¬ 
nance chiefs in Dudley have 
been tackling the issue of 
setting a budget with sig¬ 
nificantly reduced national 
funding and held the three 
month consultation to give 
local people their chance to 
contribute. 

Online 

And the consultation, 
which was predominantly 
carried out online, attracted 
2,488 responses. 

The full report of the re¬ 
sults went before a meeting 
of the council’s cabinet last 
month. 

The consultation asked 
people to let the council 
know which services they 
most value with refuse col¬ 
lection and recycling, litter 
and street cleansing, ser¬ 
vices for older people and 
child protection among 
those cited as the most im¬ 
portant. 

Council bosses said they 
were delighted with the 
huge response which was 
boosted by the creation of 
an e-bulletin which sent 
directly to residents sub¬ 
scribed to the free service. 

Most pupils 
get top choice 

THOUSANDS of parents 
were this week celebrat¬ 
ing that their children had 
gained a place in their first 
choice secondary school. 

In Dudley 88 per cent of 
pupils were placed in their 
top choice school with 96.9 
per cent of families awarded 
one of their top three. Na¬ 
tionally last year just over 
86 per cent were allocated 
their first choice school with 
just over 95 per cent getting 
one of their top three. 

The most popular schools 
in Dudley were Bishop Mil¬ 
ner, Earls High School in 
Halesowen, Ellowes Hall 
Sports College and Summer- 
hill School in Kingswinford. 

Mark's new look 

A TRAINEE optician has 
had his luxurious locks 
chopped off for a good cause. 
Matt Lenton was shaved by 
colleagues at Specsavers in 
Castle Street, Dudley. The 
20-year-old from Cheslyn 
Hay was fundraising for 
the Georgina cancer unit at 
Russells Hall Hospital. 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QH1 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE " 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 



There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £75.00 plus VAT 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus VA 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardi Jiship 
Trusts 

Members of the 




Homeclad 


• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 



| •TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 





Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 
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NEWS 


Village is 
to meet in 
bid to save 
its library 

THE future of a village 
library, which is under 
threat of closure as part of 
cost-cutting plans, will be 
debated at a public meeting. 

Worcestershire County 
Council is looking at shut¬ 
ting Hagley Library and 
replacing it with a mobile 
service. 

It is drawing up plans to 
make £1.9million of cuts 
over the next two years. 

Costs 

A public meeting will take 
place on Wednesday, March 
12, to give residents the 
chance to air their views. 

Other options being con¬ 
sidered are transfering the 
running costs to Hagley 
Parish Council with the aim 
of moving the library to a 
proposed ‘community hub’ 
in the village at a later date, 
or keeping it as it is. 

Hagley Parish Council 
chairman Steve Colella, has 
described the library as ‘es¬ 
sential’. He said the meet¬ 
ing would give people the 
chance to discuss different 
options. 

“We want to open it up to 
public debate and discuss 
how we can keep the library 
open,” he added. 

The meeting will take 
place at at Saviours Church 
Hall, Worcester Road, from 
7.30pm. 

Lenny looks 
back to 70s 

LENNY Henry has written 
a one-off drama for the BBC 
based on his teenage years. 
The Dudley-born comic said 
he was excited about bring¬ 
ing the fiction-based-on-fact 
story to the screen. 

Danny And The Human 
Zoo, likely to be screened 
next year, tells the story a 
young entertainer growing 
up in a Jamaican family in 
1970s Dudley. 

Henry, who got his big 
break doing impressions on 
TV talent show New Faces, 
last month picked up a best 
actor prize for his dramatic 
role in stage play Fences. In 
October he was awarded the 
Freedom of Dudley borough. 

Glamorous Miss 

PART-TIME dance teacher 
22-year-old Shelley-Marie 
Sumner from Bentley, Wal¬ 
sall, was named Miss Black 
Country 2014. 

During an evening of glitz 
and glamour, she beat 20 
other young women to win 
the title at the Arena Thea¬ 
tre in Wolverhampton. 


Council seal deal to boost waterfront 


NEWS 

in brief 


COUNCILLORS blamed the Coaltion Gov¬ 
ernment ministers for delays over the re¬ 
generation of an ailing business district as 
they sealed a deal aimed at welcoming new 
firms to the site. 

Around a third of the office and business 
space at The Waterfront, near Merry Hill 
shopping centre, is empty after many firms 
pulled out of the Brierley Hill site. But the 
once-thriving business centre could now 
be revived under plans approved by coun¬ 
cillors hoping to reverse the impact of the 
economic downturn and create 1,600 jobs. 


Plans were recently passed to create the 
Dudley Business Investment Zone at The 
Waterfront with incentives to boost the 
area which also was once a top night out 
destination with many bars and clubs. 

It is hoped the zone, which will last for 
five years, will entice new businesses and 
existing firms at the site to expand by of¬ 
fering a two-year break in business rates 
- with landlords and council sharing the 
expected £550,000 bill. 

Opposition councillors did raise concerns 
over delays on a similar scheme muted by 


former council leader Councillor Les Jones 
in 2012. 

Tory group leader Councillor Patrick 
Harley said: “It was Councillor Jones who 
began this idea of a business investment 
zone at that area. He chaired a meeting of 
the cabinet in March 2012 and since then 
very little has happened and it is still at the 
report stage. 

“Within that time the skyline of Dudley 
has changed with new developments cour¬ 
tesy of Dudley College. Perhaps they should 
ask the college and other partners for assis¬ 


tance as under this administration progress 
on regeneration for major businesses has 
slowed almost to a halt.” 

Dudley Council regeneration boss, Coun¬ 
cillor Judy Foster, responded saying delays 
over the scheme were exacerbated by Gov¬ 
ernment ministers. Councillor Foster said: 
“We are in the position of having to come 
up with our own scheme because, of the 24 
zones that the Coalition Government iden¬ 
tified , they did not deem Dudley — as one 
of the largest boroughs in the country — to 
be worthy of the investment.” 


Residents preparing for 
new fight on waste plant 


RESIDENTS have vowed to continue to fight 
plans for a waste plant in Brierley Hill, as 
they began to prepare for a planning inquiry. 

Clean Power Properties has lodged an appeal fol¬ 
lowing Dudley Council’s decision to refuse permis¬ 
sion for its proposals for the plant in Moor Street. 

More than 60 people turned out to a public meeting or¬ 
ganised by the Brierley Hill Say No To Waste site group. 

The group is rallying sup- _ . 
port for a second time after B ky Heather Large 
more than 350 people signed b the council It ld dd 
a petition against the waste J ~ 

plant before the plans were 
thrown out by councillors in 
August. 

Residents are concerned 
that the plant, which would 
process around 195,000 
tonnes of mixed waste in¬ 
cluding food each year, will 
mean odours and increased 
traffic. 

Tim Lees, 63, of Seagers 
Lane, told the meeting at 
Insight House in Pearson 
Street, that residents had 
until March 18 to make 
written representations to 
the Planning Inspectorate 
ahead of a planning inquiry, 
which is expected to take 
place in June. He said the 
group was keen to have a 
residents’ representative at 
the inquiry. 

“What we would like to 
do it put a representative 
from the group forward at 
the planning inquiry to rep¬ 
resent residents,” he said. 

“They would be able to put 
forward our case and cross 
examine witnesses put for¬ 
ward by Clean Power and 


a great deal more weight to 
our campaign.” 

Committee chairman and 
former Brierley Hill coun¬ 
cillor Rosemary Tomkin- 
son said there was ‘a huge 
amount of support’ for the 
campaign. 

She added: “It’s a dreadful 
thing to have near houses. 
I’m all for recycling more 
as I hate waste. But this is 
the wrong place for it. I hate 
the thought of walking out 
of my door and smelling this 
plant.” 

Mark Everson, of Moor 
Street, was concerned about 
increased traffic. “The roads 
can’t cope with the traffic 
now,” he said. 

The group is planning to 
hold another public meeting 
in the coming weeks. 

Clean Power Propertie- 
shas defended its plans. It 
says the plant would create 
30 jobs. 

It said the facility would 
generate electricity for up to 
10,000 homes a year and has 
also insisted the plant would 
not create bad odours. 


Bless this TV nostalgia 

FANS of television from yesteryear rolled back the decades 
at a special screening attended by stars of the small screen. 

Sally Geeson and Robin Stewart, from 1970s ITV sitcom 
Bless This House, met fans at the Talbot Hotel, Stour¬ 
bridge, on Saturday. Clips from the comedy, which also 
starred Sid James, were shown and the two actors talked 
about their roles. The event was organised by TV nostalgia 
group Kaleidoscope. 



The burned out garage and damaged house in Shelton Lane, Cradley 


Street is 
rocked 
by blaze 
in garage 

AN INVESTIGATION is 
being held after a series of 
explosions rocked a street as 
a house in Cradley was en¬ 
gulfed by a severe fire. 

Firefighters were called 
to Shelton Lane at 3.30am 
on Friday and found flames 
emerging from the garage. 
They were forced to rip off 
the garage door to get to the 
blaze. 

The fire had spread from 
the garage to a bedroom di¬ 
rectly above, setting fire to 
floorboards. The rest of the 
house was filled with thick 
smoke. 

The family inside, a cou¬ 
ple with three children, had 
already escaped when fire 
crews arrived. They had 
been alerted to the fire by 
neighbour. 

Fire crews used two hose 
reels and breathing equip¬ 
ment to extinguish the 
severe blaze. No-one was 
injured in the fire. 

Police were called and in¬ 
vestigations are under way 
to find the cause of the fire. 

Watch Commander Tom 
Bell, from Cradley Fire Sta¬ 
tion, said: “None of the fam¬ 
ily were injured but due to 
the severity of the fire they 
were very lucky. ” 

The garage was left as a 
blackened shell. 


Bulk collection 
prices are frozen 

DUDLEY Council has con¬ 
firmed that it has frozen 
the cost of its bulky waste 
collection service for the 
next financial year. 

The council provides 
collections for large items 
that residents cannot take 
to the household waste re¬ 
cycling centre themselves. 
Prices remain £15 for small 
collections, £25 for medium 
collections and £40 for 
large. White goods collec¬ 
tions cost £8.70 for smaller 
items such as microwaves 
or £17.60 for larger items 
such as a fridge or freezer. 

Call 0300 555 2345. 

Swap goods and 
watch a movie 

A SWAP shop and film 
night will take place in 
Stourbridge on Satur¬ 
day night. It will start at 
6.30pm at Friends Meeting 
House in Scotts Road. 

People can bring along 
usable unwanted items 
such as clothes, books and 
toys to swap. 

Food donations are also 
welcome for the Black 
Country Food Bank. 

The film, which will start 
at 7.30pm, is entitled Chas¬ 
ing Ice. 

For details call the Tran¬ 
sition Stourbridge group 
on (01384) 351414. 

Fete aims to raise 
funds for a wall 

A SCHOOL will be hold¬ 
ing a summer fete to raise 
funds for a climbing wall. 

The event will be at Hag¬ 
ley Catholic High School on 
June 28. Staff say people 
are welcome to take up a 
stall at the event and dona¬ 
tions would be appreciated. 
Contact PTA@hagleyrc. 
worcs or David or Andre at 
davidteboul@hotmail.com 
or andre_rose@talktalk. 
net 

Engineers take 
continental trip 

ENGINEERING appren¬ 
tices will be heading to 
Germany. BCTG in Old¬ 
bury is taking apprentices 
on a two-week work expe¬ 
rience programme to busi¬ 
nesses in Leipzig. Another 
32 young engineers based 
at Doosan Babcock Ltd in 
Tipton will work at Doosan 
Babcock Energy plants in 
Germany and Poland this 
month. 

Going bananas 

DUDLEY museums, 
Broadfield House Glass 
Museum, Dudley Museum 
and Red House Glass Cone 
are running free banana 
trails. Children completing 
the trail get a treat. The 
trails run until Sunday. 


To find out 
how you can 
advertise from 
as little as 

a week 

Contact Rebecca 
Vincze on 

01384 

399901 
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Many Log Burners 
On Display, j 


OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 




able BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

& FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 


6 ^ 


I WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 
OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA 


Can't come to us, well come to you ■ We will bring 100s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON T Remove and take away old carpets/beds Move 


heavyfurniture and shave doors PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES. 

Terms and conditions apply. Family run Est since 1978 


Click 



Free 

Quotes an 


80/20 Wool Twists 

from 

£ 8.99 sq yd 


Wiltons 

from only 

£ 8.99 sq yd 


Divan Beds 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 


% 


Quality 
Double 
Memory 
Foam bed I 
RRPWas £899L 

^£S17 


Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gonial DY1 2UF 


Freephone 

0800 0853747 


Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, 

Kingswinford, Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley 

Adrian Bromley 

01002 880541 


UPTO 75% OFF 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 
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THE BEST A 


OF PETER 
RHODES 



THIS is not only the quote of the week but possibly of the 
century. The stand-in prime minister of Ukraine, Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk tells his people: “We are on the brink of a disas¬ 
ter and this is the government of political suiciders! So wel¬ 
come to hell.” Now, that’s what I call an election promise. 
□□□□□□□□ 

MEN and women are not always interested in the 
same things. Most football fans are male. A friend who 
attended an evening with “Psychic Sally” Morgan re¬ 
ports only a handful of blokes in a theatre packed with 
women. If the sexes have different leisure interests, 
why should women have the same career interests as 
men, especially when the career in question is notori¬ 
ously laddish and aggressive? There are very few fe¬ 
male stand-up comedians, yet the BBC has announced 
an end to all-male comedy panel shows. Dara O Briain, 
host of Mock the Week (BBC2) warns that female pan¬ 
ellists may come to be regarded as “the token wom¬ 
an.” Just like politics. 

A FRIEND reports that not all visitors are impressed with 
Birmingham’s new £200 million library. As he climbed the 
stark staircase with its white walls and strip lighting, he 
heard one of a group of lads complain: “This is boring, 
innit? It’s like being back in prison.” 

WHAT makes a middle-aged father of four children 
truly happy? Time with the kids? A relaxing stroll with 
his wife? Seeing the new baby take its first step? Nah. 
Piers Morgan declared in a column two weeks ago: 
“I’m never happier than when bombing down Sunset 
Boulevard from my Beverly Hills home in my Aston 
Martin and Prada shades.” This, from a man of 48. 
Morgan plumbs extraordinary depths of shallowness. 
His weekly dispatches from LA are an endless list of 
celebrities he’s met, swanky restaurants he’s dined in 
and beautiful women he has allegedly charmed. Now 
it’s falling apart. His CNN chat show is to be axed amid 
dismal ratings. For a man who adores being among the 
rich and famous, the future looks dull. I never thought 
I’d write this but I feel sorry for Piers Morgan. 

OUR new gravel drive, laid only a few days ago, has 
been turned into a lunar landscape by badgers digging for 
grubs. The badgers moved into the nearest wood at about 
the time we moved into Chateau Rhodes, 30 years ago 
this summer. As the badgers have prospered, the crunchy, 
delicious hedgehogs have vanished. 

□□□□□□□□ 

I NEVER thought I’d get nostalgic for the 1980s but a 
rare showing of the John Cleese comedy Clockwise 
(ITV3) took us back to 1986 and reminded us how 
much life has changed, sometimes for the worse. 
Back then we had some truly awful cars (remember 
the Austin 1100?) but glorious open roads. We had dis¬ 
gusting, vandalised phone boxes but everybody was 
much slimmer. I interviewed Cleese at the launch of 
Clockwise. All went well until I mentioned Monty Py¬ 
thon’s Life of Brian. “Ah, the cleverest thing we ever 
did,” beamed Cleese. To the dismay of the PR people, 
we spent the rest of the interview chatting about Life 
of Brian, not Clockwise. But Clockwise did produce 
one terrific quote. It comes as Cleese’s character, the 
headmaster Brian Stimpson, realises all is not quite 
lost in his desperate attempt to reach a conference in 
Norwich. Slumped at the side of the road he tells his 
young travelling companion: “It’s not the despair, Lau¬ 
ra. I can take the despair. It’s the hope I can’t stand.” 
We all know that feeling. 

□□□□□□□□ 

I REFERRED a few days ago to the process of sorting out 
the rights to oil and gas before Scotland votes on inde¬ 
pendence. A reader suggests they are leaving it to the last 
minute and hoping for the best, in the belief that it’ll be oil 
rights on the night. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


School meal prices to rise by ten pence 

COUNCIL bosses say they have posals due to be considered next possible. The last thing we want to Councillor Crumpton said the 
been forced to increase the price of week. do is price children and their fam- amount being asked for was in line 

school meals in Dudley because of Cabinet member for children’s ilies out of having a school meal with other local authorities. The in¬ 
rising costs of food, labour and fuel services and lifelong learning Coun- which is why the increase is what is. crease is based on a 5.2 per cent rise, 
bills. cillor Tim Crumpton said: “Food “It is unfortunate we have to raise which includes inflation to cover in- 

From April 24 the price charged prices are going up everyone knows prices but there is little choice.” creases in food and overheads, 
for a meal in all primary and spe- that so we have little choice but to The price of an adult meal will go Schools have delegated budgets 
cial schools across the borough will increase the price of school meals. up from £3 to £3.15. and have the option to implement 

increase by lOp, from £1.90 to £2. ■ ■ The increase will bring in an es- their own pricing if they wish. 

The cost of individually priced LI mil timated £200,000 per annum which Sandwell Council and Birming- 

food items in primary and second- “However, what we have tried to the authority says will help it cover ham City Council charge £2 for 
ary schools will also rise under pro- do is limit the increase as much as the costs involves. school meals. 

Jail for bus thug who 
kicked woman in face 


A THUG has been locked up for a year after 
a savage attack on a bus passenger that al¬ 
most cost his female victim the sight of an 
eye. 

Marinus Howell hurled a can of drink down the 
aisle, hitting an elderly woman and soaking passen¬ 
ger Sandy Young. 


Howell reacted when Miss 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. The 33-year- 
old father-of-four put down 
a child he was holding and 
walked through the 276 bus 
towards Miss Young. 

Miss Cathlyn Orchard, 
prosecuting, explained: “She 
thought she was going to be 
struck by him and lashed 
out, hitting him in the face. 

Threw 

“He then picked her up 
and threw her to the floor 
before repeatedly kicking 
her in the face. He finally 
stopped when a woman, who 
was travelling with him, in¬ 
tervened.” 

Howell, of Kemberton 
Road, Finchfield, Wolver¬ 
hampton, had boarded the 
bus at the Merry Hill Centre 
and was sitting at the back. 

Howell hurled the can 
after he became involved 
in a dispute between the 
driver and another passen¬ 
ger at a Netherton stop on 
September 25, 2012. 

The defendant got off the 
bus before police reached 
the scene but was arrested 
soon afterwards. 


3 Young called him an ‘idiot,’ 

| by Simon Stone 

He had been denying the 
offence, claiming self-de¬ 
fence, and only changed his 
plea to guilty to the assault 
on the day his proposed trial 
was due to start. 

Due to his attack a blood 
clot formed in one of Miss 
Young’s eyes and the clot 
had to be removed at hos¬ 
pital. 

Howell was jailed for a 
year. Judge John Wait told 
him: “You involved yourself 
in an argument at the front 
of the bus that had nothing 
to do with you before car¬ 
rying out a serious unpro¬ 
voked assault in a public 
place. 

“You kicked the victim in 
the face close to her eye. It is 
fortunate for her, and you, 
that she did not lose her 
sight as a result of this. 

“She suffered an unpleas¬ 
ant injury which had a seri¬ 
ous psychological effect on 
her. Six months later she 
was still unable to travel on 
buses.” 


Bonus —that's Asda nice 

THOUSANDS of Asda staff across the West Midlands are 
sharing a £2.8 million bonus pot with workers at the store 
in Coseley getting ‘superbonus’ payouts of up to £500 each 
for beating performance targets. 

Nationwide Asda is paying out a bumper £27.8 million in 
annual bonuses to all its 142,600 staff who have worked for 
the supermarket chain for more than six months. 

The payout sees full time staff working at stores and dis¬ 
tribution depots receive up to £320 each but 14,000 at As- 
da’s best performing stores enjoy the ‘superbonus’ of up to 
£500 after beating their performance targets for the year. 



Hearing dog for the deaf Bruno with Mayor of Dudley Councillor Alan Finch 


THE Mayor of Dudley is inviting people to 
attend his annual charity ball. 

It will be raising money for Councillor 
Alan Finch’s chosen charities - Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People and White House Can¬ 
cer Support in Dudley. 

Tickets have gone on sale for the event, 
which takes place at the Copthorne Hotel in 
Brier ley Hill on Friday, March 28. 

Councillor Finch, who represents the 


Castle and Priory ward on Dudley Council, 
said: “Both of these charities do an amazing 
job in providing support to people in need. 

“The Mayor’s ball is always a grand oc¬ 
casion.” 

The ball, which starts at 7.15pm, includes 
a four course meal, cocktails, a disco and 
band Ultimate DeAmour. Tickets cost £34 
and are available on 01384 815211 or email 
Christine. skelding@ dudley. gov.uk website. 


Scaling 
down a 
plan for 
new store 

A SUPERMARKET that is 
planned for Kingswinford 
has been downscaled,with 
fresh plans submitted for 
a smaller store and fewer 
parking spaces. 

Morrisons wants to re¬ 
place its existing buildings 
in Stallings Lane with the 
new store. Planning permis¬ 
sion was originally granted 
last February. 

But now parts of the 
scheme have been reconsid¬ 
ered and new proposals are 
going before Dudley Coun¬ 
cil. 

Under revised plans the 
sales floor will be on one 
level, rather than having a 
raised store level served by 
a trolley escalator or lifts. 

The floorspace has been 
reduced from 6,438sq m to 
5,932sq m. Around 3,414sq 
m will now be used for retail 
rather than the 3,756sq m 
under the original scheme. 

There will now be 379 car 
parking spaces rather than 
407. The store entrance has 
also been changed to allow a 
cafe to be created . 

The old store will be de¬ 
molished and the new store 
built on adjacent land. 
Around 368 staff are ex¬ 
pected to be employed at 
the new store, 120 full-time. 
The existing store has 279 
workers, 111 full-time. 

The National 
Service days 

TALES of National Service, 
when all healthy men aged 
17 to 21 were called up for 
a stint in the armed forc¬ 
es, will be recounted when 
Stourbridge Historical Soci¬ 
ety hosts a talk,by Ed Shore. 

It will be held at the Wol¬ 
laston Room, Stourbridge 
Town Hall, on March 20 at 
7.30pm. Mr Shore, who lives 
in Hagley, will describe his 
own experiences and from 
others who did National 
Service. 

National Service lasted 
from 1949 until 1960. Those 
called up served 18 months, 
later extended to two years. 

For more information call 
(01384)274014. 


Business sale 

OFFICE cleaning and ca¬ 
tering business Initial Fa¬ 
cilities, including a base in 
Dudley employing around 
100, is changing hands for 
£250 million. It is being sold 
to Interserve by Rentokil 
Initial. The deal is subject 
to agreement of Interserve 
shareholders on March 17. 



CareCo 


the discount mobility experts 


Recommend a Friend 
to CareCo and get 
a £15 IMS Voucher! 

Over 10,000 
Products In Stock 

Fully Trained 
Mobility Advisors — 

Ready to Ride 
Service Available 


Bluebird Luxury Travel 
Chair only £149 


COME & VISIT OUR 
FABULOUS SHOWROOM 


CareCo (UK) Ltd: Unit 25, Pedmore Road Ind. 
Estate, Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, 

West Midlands DY5 1TJ 
OPEN: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 


01384 489119 
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£l8k bill 
for cost 
to consult 
the public 

THE cost of a consultation 
over proposals to shut Dud¬ 
ley’s walk-in health centre 
is £18,500. 

Dudley Clinical Commis¬ 
sioning Group (CCG) wants 
to shut the clinic and replace 
it with an urgent care centre 
at Russells Hall Hospital. 
More than 3,000 people gave 
their views on the plans to 
close the walk-in centre at 
the Holly Hall Clinic, Stour¬ 
bridge Road. 

The CCG is now working 
on more detailed proposals 
for the urgent care centre. 

Members of Dudley Coun¬ 
cil’s health scrutiny commit¬ 
tee asked for the costs of the 
consultation to be revealed. 

A report says that the 
cost of consultation ac¬ 
tivities carried out by the 
CCG was £6,500. This cov¬ 
ered the cost of publishing 
documents, meetings, web 
developments and adver¬ 
tising. That figure did not 
cover the time committed 
by CCG staff, managers and 
GPs throughout the consul¬ 
tation, which was launched 
in October. 

The CCG also commis¬ 
sioned a report and survey 
from Healthwatch Dud¬ 
ley, which cost just under 
£ 12 , 000 . 

The CCG report stated: 
“It is felt that this repre¬ 
sents good value.” 

Prestigious 
college award 

DUDLEY College is he first 
in the West Midlands to gain 
a prestigious science and 
technology honour, as build¬ 
ing work gathers pace on its 
new campus. 

The college is celebrating 
after gaining the award for 
the quality of its teaching 
and training. 

The £8 million Dudley Ad¬ 
vance is to open this autumn 
and will be home to manu¬ 
facturing and engineering 
technology. 

Bosses said that the 
STEM standard from the 
Innovation Institute NEF, 
together with the college’s 
advanced technology centre, 
will boost its reputation. 

Lunch with song 

ENTERTAINERS will host 
a charity lunch in Brierley 
Hill on Wednesday. 

The event is for Age UK 
Dudley and takes place at 
the Copthorne Hotel from 
11.30am. Comedians and a 
singer will perform. 

Tickets are £15 with meal, 
call (01384) 354668. 


Disgraced treasurer told to repay charitynu 



Thief — Anthony Boswell 


A ROYAL British Legion treasurer 
stole more than almost £1,600 from 
his branch. A judge said a lot of it 
went through his lungs and liver in 
cigarettes and booze. 

Anthony Boswell, 69, wrecked 
his good name by dipping into 
the coffers of the former Lye and 
Wollescote Royal British Legion, 
which was wound up last year due 
to dwindling membership. 

District Judge Graham Wilkinson 
told him he should use the £30 a 
week he spends each week on drink 
and cigarettes to repay cash to the 


charity and court penalties — a 
total of £2,036.99. 

Boswell, of Wassell Road, 
Wollescote, had denied theft of 
£1,676.99 belonging to the RBL but 
changed his plea after none of his 
defence witnesses turned up at the 
trial at Dudley Magistrates Court. 

The court heard the offence hap¬ 
pened when Boswell was treasurer 
of the Lye and Wollescote branch 
between December 2010 and June 
2013. 

Boswell was given a two-month 
community order, during which 


time he must wear a tag to moni¬ 
tor his movements to make sure he 
sticks to a 6pm to 6am curfew. 

He was also ordered to pay back 
all of the money he stolen from the 
British Legion, as well as £300 court 
costs and a £60 victim surcharge. 
The theft came to light in an audit 
after the branch was closed. 

Mr Harbinder Gahi, defending, 
said Boswell had spent 30 years 
doing unpaid voluntary work for the 
Legion, including organising charity 
events. “His name will now be tar¬ 
nished,” added Mr Gahir. 


Boswell claimed to have distrib¬ 
uted the money to good causes but 
there was no evidence to prove it. 

Judge Wilkinson told him: “This 
was a tremendous breach of trust 
against a charity that helps our 
fighting men and women. For 65 
years you led a blameless life, giv¬ 
ing your time freely to the British 
Legion. You have wrecked it all. 

“You lined your own pockets. I 
have seen in court papers how much 
you smoke and drink per week. A lot 
went through your lungs and your 
liver. ” 


Thief stole car's catalytic 
converter to fund drug use 


A THIEF who targeted a car for its catalyt¬ 
ic converter has been handed a suspended 
sentence. 

Officers were called to reports of two men acting 
suspiciously near cars in Cambridge Road, Dudley, 
at around 12.50pm on January 27, Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court heard. 

Anthony Price and another man were found by officers 
sitting in a Volvo on the 
same road and discovered 
a catalytic converter stolen 
from a Peugeot in the same 
street and a variety of tools 
that have been used in sim¬ 
ilar thefts. 


Witnesses 
urged to 
help hunt 
for attacker 

DOG walkers and children 
who were out playing could 
hold vital clues in the hunt 
for a sex attacker alleged to 
have launched an assault on 
a teenager in Quarry Bank. 

Police launched an inves¬ 
tigation after the 15-year- 
old girl returned home and 
reported that she had been 
beaten up and indecently at¬ 
tacked during a night out on 
Saturday, February 22. 

Officers cordoned off an 
area known as Hammer 
Park, between Quarry Bank 
High Street and Cradley 
Forge, after the alleged at¬ 
tack. Police say the girl had 
been out with friends in the 
area around Quarry Bank 
High Street, Lyde Green 
and Colley Lane between 
7pm and 9pm. 

Detective Constable 
Simon Andrews said: “We 
know that this group of 
youngsters passed by a 
few people in and around 
Quarry Bank and Cradley 
on Saturday night. Those 
people might be able to help 
is.” 

A 17-year-old boy was ar¬ 
rested but later released on 
police bail. 


Guilty 


At an earlier hearing the 
33-year-old from Rookery 
Park, Pensnett, pleaded 
guilty to theft from a motor 
vehicle. 

Mrs Maxine Jar- 
rousse-Jones, prosecuting, 
said: “Officers found a cat¬ 
alytic converter, which they 
were able to match to a Peu¬ 
geot in the road. The cuts on 
the catalytic converter and 
exhaust are so unique they 
are like a fingerprint.” 

Officers also found two 
car jacks, a pipe cutter and 
mole grips that are com¬ 
monly used in the theft of 
the converters, which con¬ 
tain precious metals. 

Stephen Hamblett, de¬ 
fending , said that Price had 
taken the catalytic converter 
to fund his drug habit. 

District Judge Michael 
Wheeler said: “These of¬ 
fences are becoming more 
and more prevalent. They 
are costing private motorists 
and insurance companies a 
huge amount of money.” 

Price was given a 12 week 
prison sentence suspended 
for 12 months, 12 month su¬ 
pervision order with a drug 
rehabilitation requirement, 
was ordered to pay £80 vic¬ 
tim surcharge, £85 costs and 
£100 compensation. 


Fresh veg helps Edith reach milestone 



Healthy outlook — 101-year-old Edith Wood celebrates surrounded by her family in Stourbridge 


WHEN she was born the Kaiser ruled 
Germany and the Tsar ruled Russia 
and during her long life the world was 
rocked by two world wars, the atomic 
bomb was invented and man stepped 
on the moon. 

Now, as she marks her 101st birth¬ 
day, Edith Wood says the secret of her 
good health are her green fingers — 
gardening skills which allowed to eat 
fresh vegetables for much of her life, 
says her daughter Rosemary Priest. 

Mother-of-two Mrs Priest made the 
trip from the other side of the world 


from her home in Australia to be with 
her mother on her milestone birthday. 

“She had been eating a diet of 
home-grown vegetables since before 
the organic movement started,” said 
Mrs Priest. 


Family 


Mrs Wood, a great-grandmother-of- 
two, marked her big day surrounded 
by three generations of her family 
including two of her great-grandchil¬ 
dren, Saul, aged 6, and Marnie, 4. 

The family had a party and then 


shared tea and cake with other res¬ 
idents at Tudor Manor care home, 
where Edith now lives. 

Mrs Priest, a retired university ad¬ 
ministrator in Adelaide, said the fam¬ 
ily had made Edith a memento book as 
her birthday present with lots of old 
family photographs. 

She added she always pictured her 
mum gardening or making something 
as she has also been a keen dress¬ 
maker. “She has always been crea¬ 
tive,” said Mrs Priest of her mother, 
whose husband Geoffrey died in 1994. 


Saxon sword on 
show at museum 

THERE are just three 
weeks left to see a Saxon 
sword on loan at Dudley 
Museum and Art Gallery. 

The Dudley Council-run 
museum has been hosting 
the Saxons and Vikings 
exhibition since 2011 but 
it has only recently been 
given a short-term loan of 
a real Saxon sword by a 
private collector. 

These thousand-year- 
old weapons are incredibly 
rare as iron objects from 
that period are very fragile. 

The exhibition also fea¬ 
tures a replica Viking long¬ 
boat. 

Bargain outfits 
at wedding event 

PREPARATIONS are be¬ 
ing made for a wedding fair 
which for the first time will 
offer brides and grooms-to- 
be the chance to buy a sec¬ 
ond hand outfit. 

Once-worn designer and 
off-the-peg bride, groom, 
bridesmaid and page boy 
clothes will be sold at Pri¬ 
ory Hall in Dudley on Sat¬ 
urday, March 15. Some 
outfits will be modelled at 
fashion shows held during 
the event. 

For more details on Pri¬ 
ory Hall open day wedding 
exhibition, from 10am to 
4pm, call (01384) 815373. 

Time is running 
out for taxi prizes 

THE deadline for nomi¬ 
nations for Dudley’s Taxi 
Base of the Year award has 
been extended. 

The competition, run 
by Dudley Council, aims 
to celebrate good service 
provided by the borough’s 
hackney carriage and pri¬ 
vate hire taxi firms. This is 
the second year the contest 
has been run. Nominations 
by March 14 via www.dud- 
ley.gov.uk website 

Going bananas in 
Fairtrade Fortnight 

A MAYOR went bananas 
for Fairtrade when he vis¬ 
ited a supermarket to find 
out about the campaign. 

Councillor Alan Finch, 
Mayor of Dudley, visited 
Sainsbury’s in Amblecote 
to celebrate Fairtrade 
Fortnight. 

Bananas are the focus of 
this year’s campaign which 
wants a better deal for ba¬ 
nana farmers. 

School extension 

PLANS have been lodged 
for a single-storey exten¬ 
sion at a primary school. 

Milking Bank Primary 
in Dudley have submitted 
proposals to Dudley Coun¬ 
cil planners to create a 
meeting room. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave their 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 6121 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 6121 118 

www.cloudylclear.coin 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 


2 


CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 













































Page 6 THE CHRONICLE, Thursday, March 6, 2014 

NEWS FEATURE 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



HOW depressing that Appren¬ 
tice runner-up Luisa Zissman 
has had her Ferrari vandalised. 
And even more depressing that 
some idiot on Twitter suggested 
it was a form of ‘karma’ for hav¬ 
ing the effrontery to drive such a 
vehicle. 

Are some people just born 
with a chip on the shoulder, or 
does society just turn them that 
way? 

In typically robust fashion, 
Zissman replied: “I hope when 
you buy one someday because 
you’ve worked hard someone 
does it to you!” 

But the chances of such peo¬ 
ple ever working hard for any¬ 
thing are about as likely as Helen 
Flanagan becoming president of 
Mensa. 

Still, I surely can’t be the only 
one who is wondering how a 
baker who did not even win Lord 
Sugar’s prized investment is now 
in the Ferrari league. 

That is a lot of cupcakes. 

□□□□□ 

DAYBREAK, the 17V breakfast 
television service which shares 
its name with the old TV-am 
early morning news show from 
the 1980s, is in line for another 
revamp. 

It is now going be renamed, 
er Good Morning Britain, after 
another TV-am breakfast show 
from 30 years ago, and is go¬ 
ing to be presented by Susanna 
Reid, who appears to have been 
poached from the BBC on the 
basis that she is good at ball¬ 
room dancing. 

Talk about back to the 80s. I 
suppose we should be glad that 
nobody thought it a good idea 
to bring back Gyles Brandreth 
and his garish sweaters, but it 
does highlight a lack of crea¬ 
tivity and original thinking. And 
if they really do think that 1983 
represented some golden era in 
breakfast broadcasting, there is 
one crucial ingredient they have 
overlooked. 

Let’s have Roland Rat doing 
the paper reviews. Now that 
would have people tuning in. 
□□□□□ 

NEWCASTLE United manager 
Alan Pardew is in hot water af¬ 
ter going head-to-head with Hull 
City midfielder David Meyler. 

His touchline contretemps has 
landed him with a £100,000 fine. 
Or a weekend, as Wayne Roon¬ 
ey would call it. 

Personally, I think he has been 
a bit hard done by. After all, a 
spot of head-to-head contact is 
usually seen as a gesture of af¬ 
fection up in horse-fighter land. 

And I’m sure he was really only 
offering a coaching lesson in ball 
control. 

□□□□□ 

JUST 10 days ago, glassy¬ 
eyed Russian president Vladimir 
Putin was the smiling host of the 
winter Olympic games. The fol¬ 
lowing weekend, he appeared 
to be gearing up for a full-scale 
invasion of the Crimea. 

Didn’t somebody once say 
that a week was a long time in 
politics? 



Lord Bilston, Dennis Turner seen in his robes With Annie Kemmies, 79, at Cradley Labour club in 1974 With his Honorary Freeman of the City scroll in 2006 


Lord who never 
forgot his roots 



The newly-elected MP for Wolverhampton South East seen in 1987 


DANIEL WAINWRIGHT 
looks back at the life of 
former MP and peer Lord 
Bilston who has died at 71 


IT is hard to imagine another 
politician more deserving of 
the title ‘man of the people’ 
than Dennis Turner. 

Even when elevated to the House 
of Lords, he took the town of his 
birth as his name, Baron Bilston. 

And when he served as MP for Wolver¬ 
hampton South East around 300 people 
took to the streets at the end of his first 
term of office to campaign for his re-elec¬ 
tion. 

The crusade succeeded, with the num¬ 
ber of votes for Dennis Turner in 1992 
almost double those of his Conservative 
rival. 

Fast forward 22 years and it would 
be unthinkable, in the post-expenses 
scandal ‘they’re all the same’ cynicism 
of 2014 that any MP would have such a 
strong following. 

But Dennis Turner, honoured last 
year with a Famous Sons and Daughters 
of Wolverhampton award, was from a 
different era, when more working class 
people were chosen by their communi¬ 
ties to represent them in Westminster. 
He was an extremely well-liked politi¬ 
cian, for whom successive Express & 
Star lobby reporters based in the House 
of Commons developed a fondness and 
friendship. 

He was born, raised and educated in 
Bradley. And he lived there all his life. 

He would become a staunch union 
man who believed strongly in a fair deal 
for working people. 

He was educated at St Martin’s C of E 
School, in Slater Street, then at Stone- 
field Secondary (later Hall Green Com¬ 
prehensive, then Bilston High School 
and now South Wolverhampton and Bil¬ 
ston Academy), in Prosser Street. 

He left to work at Thomas Perry steel 


roll makers, in Highfields Road, as an 
office boy making tea and doing chores, 
then studied office accounting at Bil¬ 
ston College before joining the Better- 
ware kitchen equipment company as a 
salesman when he was 17. 

Going door to door in the 1950s and 
1960s, and seeing the poor conditions 
of slum housing, gave Lord Bilston the 
interest he would have in politics for 
the rest of his life and the belief that he 
could help to make things better. 

In 1964 he moved into the Bilston 
steel industry, beginning as a stock- 
taker, and later as transport controller. 


And two years later, he was first 
elected to the Wolverhampton Bor¬ 
ough Council at the age of 22. He was 
chosen to be the deputy leader of the 
council in 1980, a position he held for 
six years until his decision to stand for 
Parliament. Lord Bilston also served on 
the now-defunct West Midlands County 
Council from 1973 until 1986. 

He chaired the Joint Trade Union Ac¬ 
tion Committee which had fought the 
long and ultimately doomed battle to 
stop the closure of Bilston Steelworks. 
He was at the forefront of the five-year 
fight to save the works from the axe in 


the late 1970s, and was devastated when 
it closed with the loss of thousands of 
jobs. “It was traumatic to see the demise 
of the steel industry,” he once recalled. 
“I don’t think I will ever see such a cat¬ 
astrophic effect on the people of this 
area.” 

So popular was he among his political 
peers that in 1987, when he first won the 
Wolverhampton South East seat, even 
members of the Tory party had contrib¬ 
uted to his campaign fund. As a Wolver¬ 
hampton councillor at the time he was 
given a China piggy bank by Conserva¬ 
tive Paddy Bradley when he resigned his 
seat to begin his campaign. 

He continued to fight hard for his 
people. In 1993 he gathered 5,000 sig¬ 
natures on two petitions, 2,500 on each, 
campaigning against plans to impose 
VAT on fuel and another against threats 
to strip pensioners of free travel passes. 

Identity 

Just a few years ago his time and 
power was called upon again when Bil¬ 
ston itself looked to be bureaucratically 
torn apart in a review of Parliamentary 
boundaries. 

The town was set to be represented 
by four different MPs, something that 
risked its very identity. 

Dennis, along with his brother Bert, a 
councillor and at the time mayor of Wol¬ 
verhampton, led the charge. They took a 
coachload of people to a Boundary Com¬ 
mission hearing in Birmingham to plead 
their case. And they won. 

The stroke he suffered in May 2006 
affected the use of his right arm and leg, 
but he recovered and carried on his du¬ 
ties in the Lords. The following year he 
was granted Freedom of the City. 

But despite his huge political profile 
he was a family man at heart. He leaves 
his devoted wife Pat, 67, two grown 
up children, Brendon and Jenny, and 
a granddaughter, Bella. Last year, the 
old Labour firebrand Dennis Skinner 
highlighted Dennis Turner as the sort 
of person that voters just do not see 
enter politics anymore and sadly, will 
not again. 


THROUGH 
THE YEARS 


1984 

FOOTBALL Association chief 
Bert Millichip called for urgent 
meetings with the Home Secre¬ 
tary following disgraceful scenes 
of violence from England fans in 
France. Former West Bromwich 
Albion chairman Mr Millichip 
said he was appalled by the be¬ 
haviour of the fans which left 15 
people needing hospital treat¬ 
ment, two of them seriously ill. 

TONY Benn was back in Par¬ 
liament less than a year after los¬ 
ing his Bristol seat. The former 
cabinet minister won a by-elec¬ 
tion in Chesterfield. But Labour 
leader Neil Kinnock’s joy at re¬ 
taining Chesterfield was tem¬ 
pered by reports Mr Benn was 
already set to rock the boat, de¬ 
manding new policies stripping 
the Queen of her constitutional 
powers, removing the Prime 
Minister’s right to appoint and 
remove cabinet ministers, and 
abolishing the House of Lords. 

1994 

A PETROL station attendant 
used his mobile phone to dial 
for freedom after armed raid¬ 
ers locked him in a toilet.Two 
gun-wielding robbers forced 
Arshad Hussain into a toilet at 
the Elf Service Station in Mox- 
ley before making off with near¬ 
ly £2,000. Mr Hussain used his 
mobile to call police. 

A PILOT died at the controls of 
his cargo plane after its engines 
failed. The four-engined Vickers 
Viscount plummeted out of the 
sky in blizzards at Stowe-by- 
Chartley, between Stafford and 
Uttoxeter. The pilot had battled 
to avoid hitting homes. 

DETECTIVES excavating the 
house of Gloucester builder Fred 
West believed they had discov¬ 
ered the corpses of two wom¬ 
en who disappeared during the 
1970s. One of them was identi¬ 
fied as former Wolverhampton 
schoolgirl Shirley Robinson. A 
third body was believed to be 
West’s 16-year-old daughter, 
last seen in 1987. West, aged 52, 
was charged with three murders. 

2004 

AN edgy play was causing 
controversy. Everyman - An Im¬ 
morality Play, focused on holi¬ 
daymakers in a Spanish hotel, 
and featured foul language and 
female nudity. But the Conserv¬ 
ative group leader of Wolver¬ 
hampton Council, Councillor 
Mrs Paddy Bradley, was not 
impressed by the production 
due at the city’s Arena Theatre. 
“There is no respect left for life 
or women’s bodies in the world 
any more,” she said. 

FORMER Walsall schoolboy 
Steven Knight was waving the 
flag for the West Midlands at 
the Oscars but he missed out 
on one of the famous statuettes 
when his play Dirty Pretty Things 
was pipped to the post. 


(are to Talk? 

Patience, a sense of humour, a desire to 
learn and a spare bedroom? 

You could be just what we are 
looking for. 

_ Call us for a chat 

about fostering on 

— 08458 734455 . 

People blossom 
wi+b 

ormqe. Cfxovt 



Orange Grove 

fostercare 

www.orangegrovefostercare.co.uk 



Saturday, 15th March 2014 
The Elion centre H<?ll 

10.30 - 12.30pm 

ic-a-brac, jewellery, cards, cakes, toys, 
books and a multitude of donated articles 
leat 



Please support your local 
Age Concern organisation who 
take care of the elderly in our area. 


The Elton Centre, off Parkfield Road, Stourbridge, DY8 1 HA 
Telephone: 01384 390065 or 01384 443296 



STOUR\VAL!LEYl 
<- Ti RESCUE 


TABLETOP SALE 

at Hagley Community Centre 
SATURDAY 8TH MARCH 
10.30am - 12.00pm 
★ ADMISSION FREE ★ 

LOTS OF INTERESTING STALLS 
Other charities are represented 

Please come along and support us 

For further information Call Anita on: 01384 375832 


w 

_I 
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LETTERS 


Estate parking permits unfair to residents 

troduction of high parking charges 
the first place, a money-making sche 


WITH reference to the proposals for a 
parking permit system on the Russells 
Hall Estate in the locality of Russells 
Hall Hospital. The proposed permit 
schedule is an insult to the people on 
the estate, expecting people to pay for 
a parking bay outside their own prop¬ 
erty for the sum of £95 per annum. 

Hospital staff and visitors have en¬ 
joyed this privilege causing some de¬ 
gree of distress to residents for the past 
ten years or more for free. Most au¬ 
thorities do not charge for blue badge 
holder parking bays, including Dudley 
Council, so why should we as Dudley 
residents have to pay for a permit bay 

The council 
could shop 
around 


DUDLEY councillor Tim 
Crumpton concedes food 
prices have increased there¬ 
fore we have no choice but 
to increase prices of school 
meals — parents are well 
aware food prices have in¬ 
creased. 

They feel the pain every 
time they do a weekly shop 
but unlike Oliver Twist at 
the council they are unable 
to ask for more. Parents 
shop around until they find 
the best price, even if that 
means visiting a number of 
different suppliers. 

An increase of lOp sounds 
minuscule until you con¬ 
sider the family with three, 
four or five children who 
will face a weekly bill of £30, 
£40 or £50 for school meals. 
Some mothers only have 
that to provide three meals 
a day for the week, 21 meals 
not five. 

My message to Councillor 
Crumpton is try shopping 
around and sharpen up the 
purchasing department’s 
negotiation skills. 

G WILSON 

Stourbridge 


system. My understanding is that peo¬ 
ple living on unaffected parts of the 
estate will not have to pay to park by 
their homes, however, because we live 
in close proximity to the hospital we 
are penalised. 

Charges such as those proposed 
under the parking permit system tend 
to affect the saleability of the prop¬ 
erties should people decide to move 
home. The scheme proposed is an ill- 
thought out money-making scheme 
with little consideration to fairness for 
the local residents. 

Russells Hall Hospital created the 
estate parking problems with the in- 


demonstrating the greed of the local 
hospital. If the hospital reduced the 
staff and patient parking charges local 
street parking would be substantially 
alleviated. 

The existing parking arrangements 
we have in Pearce Close appear to 
work fairly well and, although they 
could do with a few minor tweaks, I be¬ 
lieve the existing system is much fairer 
to all local residents. 

R B HILL 

Russells Hall Estate 

Dudley 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST ir 
number number. The Editor reser 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

iclude name, address and telephone 
ves the right to condense letters. 


Tax dodgers get 
away as benefits cut 

I THINK it’s completely justified for the 27 bishops to crit¬ 
icise the Government over the depth of the benefit cuts. 

There were grounds for reform, of course, but the scale 
and depths of the current cuts are not justified one bit. 

Consider the consequences of these cuts causing untold 
misery and genuine poverty, whilst others are almost free 
to practise tax avoidance and, in many cases, tax evasion 
knowing full well the chances of repercussions are remote. 
These practices amount in total tax non-payments to a far 
greater figure than the total benefits bill annually. 

Then we have Government departments, both national 
and local, where waste is prolific, whilst salaries for Gov¬ 
ernment managerial posts are at grotesquely high levels in 
many instances. 

I would also bring into question MPs’ salaries, not to 
mention their expenses and perks. 

It’s not wide of the mark, I think, to call the scale of 
the benefit cuts as bordering ‘genocidal’, I’m sure many of 
those affected by the cuts would agree. 

N STAMPS 

Stourbridge 


Long life 
due to a 
war diet? 


I AM 87 years of age and 
my husband is 96 and we 
look through the obituar¬ 
ies in case we have missed 
the passing of someone 
we knew. What has struck 
us is how many are living 
into their 80s, 90s and even 
100s. We wondered why this 
was. 

One common factor is that 
they had all lived and sur¬ 
vived the war years. Those 
who were in the forces had 
an adequate healthy diet 
with plenty of exercise and 
those who were left at home 
lived on wartime rations. 

Cakes and pastries were 
very scarce, sweets and 
chocolates were rationed. 
People walked a lot more 
with very few cars and buses 
stopped running at 9pm. So 
if you went to the pictures or 
a dance, you walked home. 

There were no super¬ 
markets or places selling 
beefburgers, etc, and people 
were encouraged to grow 
their own vegetables. 

K LEWIS 

Wolverhampton 



Stay Warm 

Over 20 years experience in: 

Wood Burning & Multifuel Stoves I 
Sales/ Advice/ 

Flue Liner Kits Available At 
Trade Prices 

Meeting Lane Industrial Estate, 

Station Drive, H| 

off Brettell Lane, 

BrierleyHill DY53LB 
Opening Times Monday to 
Saturday 10am - 5pm 


•••• 


f SPECIAL 
OFFER.. 

Broseley 5kw Stove 
Liner & Fitting 

^ £ 1 , 230 / 



Brettell Lane "V A I 

Stoves & Flues I M Wi 

www.westmidlandsstoves.com 


pUPHONE: 0|384] 429 624 



// 


A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

"They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price 

See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


NEW Vet Surgery 

in Merry Hill 

Find us inside Pets at Home 

Opening Offers: 

tit 50% off all Vaccinations 

•£ FREE initial Vet Consult 

To register visit: 

vets4pets.com/mer ry-h i 11 


Opening 
on Friday 
14th March 



Vets4Pets Merry Hill 

Inside Pets at Home,The Merry Hill Centre, 
Station Drive, Brierley Hill, DY5 1SY 


Offers available for a limited time only.. Terms & conditions apply. 




Your vet: Monish Malhotra 

Also established vet and partner at 

Cannock and Oldbury Companion Care surgeries! 


Vets4Pets at 

Futting your pet first 
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One of the pictures showing the destruction which will be on display at the library The Daily Sketch article with pictures of the victims 


Amateur historian Derek Nicholls who has put together the Zeppelins exhibition 



Devastating night of the Zeppelins 
that left its mark on Black Countn 


IT WAS just a normal night in the 
Black Country, or as normal as 
any night was during the dark 
days of the First World War. 

The trams clattered through the 
streets, folk flocked to the cinemas. 
The lights were ablaze as people went 
about their business as usual. 

Then the Zeppelins came. Dozens were 
killed as bomb after bomb pounded down 
on Tipton, Wednesbury, Bilston and Wal¬ 
sall. Buildings were ripped apart as death 
rained down from the skies. A devastated 
husband returned from the pictures to find 
three generations of his family had perished 
in the carnage. The Black Country had 
never seen anything like it. 

Amateur historian Derrick Nicholls has 
spent 18 months researching the devastat¬ 
ing raids of 98 years ago, putting together 
an exhibition at Tipton Library. 

Among the artefacts Mr Nicholls, a 
71-year-old retired newsagent, has gath¬ 
ered together, is a police notice advising the 
public what to do in the event of an air raid. 


by Mark Andrews 


It suggests keeping a bucket of sand or 
water to hand in the upstairs bedrooms, 
in order to tackle any small fires that may 
break out. 

“All windows and doors on the lower floor 
should be closed to prevent the admission of 
noxious gases,” added police commissioner 
Mr E R Henry. 

Destruction came to the Black Country 
on a foggy, frosty night on January 31, 
1916, when a fleet of German Zeppelin 
airships were making their way to attack 
Liverpool. 

But in the misty conditions and heavy 
clouds, two of nine aircraft - the L21 and 
L19 - became lost over the Midlands. Zep¬ 
pelin L21 was commanded by 45-year-old 
Kapitanleutnant Max Dietrich. He had 
thought he was flying over the Irish Sea but 
had been mistaken by sparsely populated 
areas of countryside. 

On his orders, the crew of 16 dropped 
their deadly payload from the skies on an 
unsuspecting public largely unaware of 


their imminent fate. Bombs were initially 
believed to have hit Union Street in Tipton, 
with around five of the devices falling all 
around. 

One also fell outside Tipton railway 
station and more around Barnfield Road 
trading estate. In Union Street, two houses 
were demolished and others damaged, the 
gas main was set alight. In all 14 people 
were killed in the town as the bombs struck 
at around 8 o’clock that night. 

Treatment 

News reports at the time were subject 
to military censorship, and the Express & 
Star was only allowed to describe the Black 
Country raids as being in Staffordshire. 

An inquest was held jointly for 13 of the 
victims of the Tipton bombing on February 
3. The 14th victim Louisa York, who worked 
as nurse, had been taken for treatment at 
Dudley Guest Hospital and her inquest was 
held elsewhere. The ruling from the inquest 
on the death certificates states ‘Wilful mur¬ 
der against the Kaiser of Germany and his 
son the Crown Prince as being accessory to 


and after the fact’ at the insistence of the 
inquest jury. A young couple, Maud and 
William Fellows, who were unmarried but 
had the same name, were killed after one 
bomb hit as they walked along a canal tow- 
path in nearby Bradley. 

Their death is commemorated by a plaque 
on the wall of the Bradley pumping station. 

Mr Nicholls, of Beverston Road, has been 
holding an exhibition at Tipton Library, 
bringing together the images and stories 
through trawling the archives, including 
those of the Express & Star for the exhi¬ 
bition. At the time, the Express & Star 
reported that 26 people had been killed in¬ 
stantly during the night, but Mr Nicholls’ 
research found the death toll was signifi¬ 
cantly higher. Mr Nicholls says a total of 33 
people were killed in the raid.” 

Mr Nicholls is now considering putting 
together a book of his research. The exhi¬ 
bition, which returns to the library from 
March 13 to 28, was put together to coincide 
with a special community opera, Zeppelin 
Dreams which runs at the Wolverhampton 
Grand on March 20 and 21. 



Whole 

Fresh 

111b 

Whole 

Fresh 

Whole 

Fresh 


English 

Fresh 

English 

Rib Eyes 


Fillets 

Chicken 

Lamb 

£7.99 lb 


of Beef 

Fillets 

Legs 

NOW 


£7.99 lb 

£23.00 

£2.99 lb 

£5.99 lb 


= £17.62 

per pack 

= £6.59 

= £13.20 


per kilo 


per kilo 

per kilo 


CASH 


TLTawthome carry 

a x p.tt Xgiker 




Whole 


Fresh 

Fresh 

Scotch 

Boneless 

Boneless 

Pork 

Hip Bone 

Loins 

Steaks 

£2.181b 

£4.69 lb 

= £4.81 

= £10.34 

per kilos 

per kilo 



Whole 
Boneless 
Sirloin of| 
Beef 
£6.99 lb 
= £15.41 
per kilo 


Black Angus Salmon Cuts of Beef. £3.60 lb approx 5 to 6 lb 

Grain Fed Beef Roast. £2.99 lb Take 2 £2.75 lb 

Black Angus Feather and Blades. £2.89 lb 

5 lb Fresh English Middle Loin Lamb Chops . £3.79 lb = £8.35 per kilo 

5 lb Fresh Boneless English Lamb Rump Steaks. £4.59 lb = £10.12 per kilo 

5 lb English Lamb Neck Fillets . £3.75 lb = £8.27 per kilo 

Whole Boneless Pork Legs. £1.78 lb = £3.92 per kilo 

5 lb Boneless Pork Loin Steaks . £2.28 lb = £5.03 per kilo 

Whole Pork Bellies . £1.89 lb = £4.17 per kilo 

Whole Horseshoe Gammons. £1.99 lb = £4.39 per kilo 

5 lb Packs Short Back Bacon Mild Cured . £7.99 per pack 

5 lb Packs Smoked Short Back Bacon. £8.99 per pack 

5 lb Fresh Shin Beef . £2.68 lb = £5.91 per kilo 

5 lb Extra Lean Diced Beef . £3.28 lb = £7.23 per kilo 

5 lb Black Angus Minced Beef . £2.99 lb = £6.60 per kilo 

Fresh Boneless Turkey Crowns. £2.99 lb = £6.60 per kilo 

FREE HOME DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £30 

Email us on: hawthorneandwalker@gmail.com 

01384 633648 (24 hr answer phone) or 01384 353550 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

Opening times: Mon: 9am-1pmTues: 8am-5pm, Wed & Sat: 8am-1pm, Thurs & Fri: 8am-5.30pm 

172-6 HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK 


Most Credit Cards taken 


- 


Visa, Mastercard, etc 


& Domino’s 


We're ready to take your order ^ q j 334 

Stourbridge Industrial Estate, Mill ••• ym £*£±£1 

Race Lane, Stourbridge DY8 1JN {•••) d J 4iDDD 

OPENING HOURS: Mon-Thurs 11.30am • 11pm, Fri * Sat 11.30am-12pm, Sun 11.30am - 10.45pm 


CARRYOUT SPECIAL MULTI SAVER 

Buy One Pizza, Buy One Pizza, 
Get One Get 2nd for 



1 

J 

a 

a 

si 


Collection Only 



1-2-FREE 

Buy a large Pizza, 
get 2 sides** 




**Sides excludes 
Ice-cream, Combo, 
Chicken 14&21 


DELIVERY 

SPECIAL 

Any Classic 
Crust Pizza* 



40% OFF 

ON LINE 

when you spend £30 
or over at regular 
menu price 

Enter code: ON40OFF3 
Excludes Ice cream 


T&Cs: *Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. Second Pizza must 
be equal or less value. Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date 30.03.14. 
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our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st March 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 


J 


stourport on Severn DY13 8BE 
Tel: 01299 877718 Fax: 01299 825671 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat lOam - 5.30pm, Thurs lOam - 7pm 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




Homeowners... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ana allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pktures and we will bring them to l^m 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market / 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 






Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end... 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEES! 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU D0WNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 
Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm, Thursday 9am - 7pm 
Tel: 0121 550 4821 
Mobile: 07726 104200 

Oak Lodge Building, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, B63 3LZ 
Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5pm, Sat 10am - 1pm 



RYDALE 

i%EBRATlNG OVER 29 YEAR* 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, 
PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
'SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

You can be sure 
of the right deal! 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 

I 


Winter Sale 

NOW ON 


rf Repair Service available 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Finance 

Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 

Massive 
Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
March installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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IHNVISI 


Tel: 01562 888 158 

www.invisihair.co uk 


CONCERNED ABOUT MALE / FEMALE 

HAIR LOSS? 

We are here to help! 


One of the worlds most advanced Norv Surgical HoJtyood Hair System 

Undtlsctebte B*spok« Hair Integration 
For actrva living: swim, go to the gym etc 

We can give you a FULL HEAD of luscious original human hair! 


Invisi Skin 



Vfe Offer 

• Hollywood Hair Systems • Clinical Hair Laser Therapy 

• Hair Regrowth Treatments • Hair Thickening Programmes 


CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 


Invis* Hair 

123 Worcester Road 

HaQftoy, Rinrr nghAtii 
OY9 QNG 


Tel: 01562 888 158 
www.invisihair.co.uk 

lnfo(8)lnvisihalr.co.uk 


NEWS 

Senior coroner to leave 
after decades of service 



Black Country Coroner Mr Robin Balmain who is stepping down 


THE man who has served the 
Black Country as its coroner 
for more than 40 years has 
announced his retirement. 

Robin Balmain first began in¬ 
vestigating deaths in 1972. 

But he has announced that he will 
retire from his current position as 
senior coroner for the Black Country 
in September. He said it has been a 
‘great honour’ to serve the area. 

Mr Balmain, who is based at Smeth¬ 
wick Council House, first became the 
assistant deputy coroner for the area 
then known as Sandwell North, cover¬ 
ing West Bromwich, in 1972, working 
part time while he continued in his 
role as a solicitor with Lyon Clark. 

He later became deputy coroner for 
that area, before becoming coroner 
for Sandwell in 2000, after Sandwell 
North had been merged with Sandwell 
South, which covered Smethwick. 

Jurisdiction 

He then became the first Black 
Country coroner in 2005, covering 
Sandwell, Dudley and Walsall. Wol¬ 
verhampton was added to his remit in 
January 2012, meaning he has covered 
one of the largest coronial areas in the 
UK. He is responsible for ascertaining 
the cause of any sudden or suspicious 
deaths. During 2012, the last year for 
which statistics are available, more 
than 4,000 deaths were reported to 
Mr Balmain, and he carried out 520 
inquests. 

Mr Balmain said: “It has been a 
great honour to serve as the first coro¬ 
ner for the Black Country jurisdiction. 

“I am grateful for the support of 
all those I deal with and in particu¬ 
lar Councillor Mahboob Hussain of 
Sandwell Council. I look forward to 
working with my successor to achieve 
a smooth handover.” 

Sandwell Council is in charge of the 
coroner’s office and in conjunction 


with the Chief Coroner and Black 
Country partners, will now start the 
process of appointing a new coroner. 

Councillor Hussain, deputy leader 
of Sandwell Council, added: “I should 
like to add my personal thanks to 
those of many people for the sensitive 
and caring service Mr Balmain has 
provided to the bereaved of all our bor¬ 


oughs. He has always gone the extra 
mile to help the community even when 
occasionally we have had to call on him 
and his staff out of hours. 

“He and his staff have shown real 
commitment and have made a big dif¬ 
ference. We will be taking this oppor¬ 
tunity to build on the excellent service 
Mr Balmain has developed.” 






VAUXHALL M0TABILITY OFFERS 


. 



MERIVA 

mr 




'j 

> 


j 

ASTRA GTC 


ASTRA C0RSA 

All these cars are available with 

NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


ADAM 


ZAFIRA 


ZAFIRA TOURER 



TWall Garages 
Kingswinford 

01384 672909 


ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
From only 

£299 


Dudley Motor Company 

West Midlands 

01384 454100 


M0KKA 



Halesowen Motor House 
West Midlands 
0121 462 2916 


ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
From only 

£399 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 672918 


INSIGNIA 




ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 
From only 

£399 

$ 

VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall car range (excluding Ampera): Urban 14.4 (19.6) to 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban 27.4 
(10.3) to 91.1 (3.1), Combined 18.0 (15.7) to 85.6 (3.3). C02 emissions 373 to 88g/km.# 

Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment. Brilliant paint, metallic or pearlescent two-coat paint and parking distance sensors provided free of charge. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is 
administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 January 2014-31 March 2014. To qualify, you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance 
or the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment, Armed Forces Independence Payment or War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement, which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms and conditions, are available on request. 
All information correct at time of going to press. #0fficial EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
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NEWS 


Victim's relief as 


sentence 

A JILTED boyfriend jailed for 19 
years for pouring petrol over his 
ex-girlfriend and setting her alight 
has lost an appeal against his length 
of sentence. 

Louise Pilkington has spoken of 
her relief that Damion Sheldon, 43, 
last week lost his challenge at the 
Court of Appeal in London. 

Sheldon poured petrol through 
the letter box at the 32-year-old’s 
Rowley Regis home and then turned 
her into a fireball in December 2012. 
She suffered severe burns. 

A girl aged nine escaped the 
house fire and firefighters rescued a 
13-month-old girl. 

Sheldon, of Russells Hall Road, 
Dudley, admitted reckless arson and 


is upheld 

found guilty of attempted murder. 
He was jailed for a total of 19 years 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court in 
August. 

Judges Lady Justice Sharp, Mr 
Justice Sweeney and Judge Ste¬ 
phen Kramer QC said the term was 
deserved. Judge Kramer explained: 
“These were horrifying offences 
which clearly called for a lengthy 
custodial sentence. ” 

Miss Pilkington said: “When 
I heard he was appealing I was 
shocked. I can’t believe he had the 
audacity to do that. 

“It scares me to think he could be 
released — I’m just full of relief.” 



An artist’s impression of the new visitor centre at Ruskin Glass Centre 


First glimpse of 
new visitor centre 


THIS is the first glimpse of a new 
visitor reception being built in the 
latest phase of the multi-million 
pound revamp of an historic glass¬ 
making site. 

Large glass windows will front 
the Ruskin Glass Centre building, 
in Stourbridge. This artist’s im¬ 
pression has been released as offi¬ 
cials at the glass centre announced 
£483,018 of funding from the Euro¬ 
pean Regional Development Fund 
has been confirmed. 

A total of £5 million is being 
ploughed into improving the historic 
glass centre. 

The final phase of work will also 
include a heritage display area, 
workshops and space for small busi¬ 


nesses. But before work begins, ar¬ 
chaeological digs are taking place at 
the site. 

These have already unearthed the 
remains of the glass cone which once 
stood there but was believed to have 
been destroyed years ago. 

The cash will also fund the con¬ 
servation of the Ruskin Mill Land 
Trust’s rare glass blowing moulds 
and the appointment of a Heritage 
Outreach Officer to deliver a three- 
year programme of activities. This 
part of the scheme will be funded by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Earlier phases of the work in¬ 
cluded the creation and opening of 
the Webb Corbett Visitor Centre 
and Glasshouse Arts Centre. 
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* SUMMERHILL 
Jllr Bathrooms 

rfrMfltW Trust the experts... 

www.summerhillbathrooms.co.uk Trade 


Trade Enquiries Welcome 


Fully Fitted Bathroom 
from Utopia 
or Montrose 




Selected 
displays reduced 
to clear 


Qualify for our FREE 
TTI 




up to 

HURRY 

Don’t miss out. 


75 % 




CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, ~ 

500 basin & soft close ^ 
seat. 


FROM 

£139 


mlrm 

MIRA CODA 

THERMOSTATIC 

VALVE 

Rail, hose OH QQ 
and head £ I Ou 

TRITON T80Z 


7.5kw, 8.5w 
9,5kw and 
V /10.5kw 

£139 

IJJNJAUM'AJ.I.U'i 


1050 COMBI UNIT 

F 


was^kT 

sale COOO 

PRICE 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 
or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 

25YR 

GUARANTEE 


TAKE AWAY TODAY 


P AND L SHAPED BATHS 

[ INCLUDES 
f P or L shaped 
bath, front panel, 
bath screen with 
| safety glass and 
towel rail. 


RSHAPED 

£349 


L SHAPED 

y£399 


25YR GUARANTEE 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 



Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £75 
600x1100 £85 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £85 
600x1100 £99 

fa 


‘TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME 
TAP SET 



t 

I ONLY 

£99 

Chrome on solid brass 
with ceramic disc 
technology 

while stocks last 


I 

i ( 

VANITY 
UNITS 
AT SALE 
PRICES 

Soft close doors 
complete with 
vitreous basin. 

400 £ 99 
450 £ 109 
550 £ 129 
650 £ 139 
750 £ 189 
850 £ 229 


DUDLEY 

2-7 BRADLEY STREET, PENSNETT DY5 4RJ 

01384263626 


DESIGN SERVICE AND 3 YEAR np _ M _ - .y« 

GUARANTEED INSTALLATION AA11 ' a ~ AY ~ ati 

Bring your bathroom measurements 9AM-6PM MONDAY - SATURDAY 
for a quote on the day LATE TIL 8’ FRIDAY, 11 AM-4PM SUNDAY 
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for your FREE no obligation quote 


Why Woodnobes? 
Style 

Traditional or modern style, 
classical or contemporary, 
we have a bedroom for you 

Quality 

We manufacture our own 
fitted furniture and sliders 
to maintain quality control 

Choice 

Our range of 25 styles and 
60 finishes leaves you spoiled 
for choice 

Service 

From initial consultation to 
final fitting we are with you 
every step of the way 

Expertise 

Over 30 years of experience 
in fitting bespoke bedrooms 
of the highest quality 

New Showroom 
Now Open 
in Kidderminster 



Don’t be fed-up in February, visit our showroom 
and explore our new bedroom range 



Established 1980 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 76 Mill Street Kidderminster DYI 


CLUB NEWS 


!fi!?s a to Pair bridge gap at 
poris,90 annual tournament 


WORDSLEY W TG 


THE February meeting was 
opened by chairman for the 
day Liz Hubbard who wel¬ 
comed all attending, in par¬ 
ticular three new members. 

Doris Jackson was pre¬ 
sented with a card and a 
basket of flowers from the 
guild as she turned 90, and 
‘Happy Birthday’ was sung. 

Ann Birchell gave de¬ 
tails of the Federation St 
George’s Day event on April 
23 at Wollaston Village Hall. 
Lord Cobham and Pat Green 
are the speakers followed by 
a fish and chip lunch and 
entertainment plus tea and 
cakes. Cost is £7. 

June 18 is the AGM. at 
Cardiff and a coach is being 
arranged. The annual lunch 
at The Mill is arranged 
for July 28 and a Harvest 
Lunch on October 1 at Wol¬ 
laston Village Hall. 

A previous speaker Mr 
Hook - ‘Mother of Pearl’ 
- has invited members to 
visit his factory in May or 
June. 

Liz reminded members 
that the Monday meet¬ 
ing for April will be on the 
14th not 21st and will be 
at the Richardson Hall, 
Lawnswood Road, Wordsley 
as the Community Centre 
was not available. 

Anne gave out the quiz 
papers during which time 
members’ fees were col¬ 
lected and refreshments 
served. 

The next meeting is on 
March 17 which will be the 
AGM followed by a buffet of 
cheese and biscuits. 




V7 


From left, John Sheppard, Keith Perry and Michael Dainty 


SEDGLEY Bridge Club held their annual 
bridge championship and the winning pair 
were John Sheppard and Michael Dainty. 

They are pictured with the Tipton And 
Coseley trophies, presented to them by 
Keith Perry. 

Sedgley Bridge Club meets every Thurs¬ 
day afternoon and guests and new members 
are always welcome. 

The venue is the Sedgley and District 


SEDGLEY BRIDGE CLUB 


Community Centre, Ladies Walk, Sedgley. 
Besides duplicate on Thursday, rubber 
bridge is played at the centre on a Wednes¬ 
day afternoon. Friday afternoon is a learner 
and improvers’ session. 

For more information, ring Stanley on 
01902 561908 or Keith on 01902 671728. 


Little known body is topic 


CHAIRMAN Sheila Evans 
welcomed everyone to the 
first Kingswinford Ladies 
Social Circle meeting of the 
year. 

All members were in¬ 
vited to consider where they 
wished their annual trip and 
luncheon to take place. 

Speaker Mrs Bernie 
Townsend introduced 
her talk about the little 


SOCIAL CIRCLE 


known “Catholic Women’s 
League Services Commit¬ 
tee”, founded by Marga¬ 
ret Fletcher in 1906 and 
which during two world 
wars founded huts to pro¬ 
vide Mass, spiritual needs, 
and food to members of the 
armed services. 

In 1965 the last hut closed 


but with the sale invested 
wisely and now provides 
help to any needy person 
with connections with the 
armed forces. This was a 
most eloquent and inter¬ 
esting talk. Her husband 
manned the slides. 

Chris Groves gave the 
vote of thanks. Margaret 
Jones and Shirley won the 
raffle. 



Quality 


• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 


• Tile Edging • Roofing 



Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 



No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 


Registered with 


E 


Membership 

omePro No 554518 


•1BUK 


Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 
0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


m 



Place a 
message to i 
appear in the 
Express & Star on 
Saturday, March 29th 2014^ 


| Mother’s 

Surname 

■■■■■ Name 


Write your message here. One word per box. 





















Circle the illustration of your choice. 

?: Wfa. s. f&SSy | 


SENDERS NAME & ADDRESS 


. Postcode: 

I enclose a cheque / postal order payable to Express & Star Ltd 

Value: £. ^ 

Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Express & Star, Classifieds, 

51 - 53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES 
or call into your local Express & Star office. 

Deadline for messages is 12 noon, Friday, March 28, 2014. All messages are strictly prepay. 

Call our Mother’s Day Hotline on: 01902 31 78 78 
or visit our website at: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad or e-mail: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.i 
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Four raids on charity in as 
many weeks may be last straw 


New venture 
for Scary Canary 

A ‘SCARY Canary’ is fleeing its nest for a 
trendy venture combining ‘pop-up’ clothing 
shops, a bar, concerts and art shows. 

The Scary Canary ladies’ and gents’ fash¬ 
ion stores, which were opposite each other 
in Victoria Passage, Stourbridge, have 
moved to a former McDonald’s restaurant 
round the corner in High Street. 

It offers a trendy new concept with the 
clothes business continuing to run on the 
internet and in frequent ‘pop-up’ versions 
in the new premises. 

Owners Stacey Smith and fiancee Steve 
Pilcher, who originally launched in business 
eight years ago, have ambitious plans to 
open a bar, stage music events and provide 
a community open space, all in the same 
building. The couple, who are due to wed in 
September, have a vision to create a com¬ 
munity arts space. 


A CHARITY which donates white 
goods to the poor is facing closure 
after burglars struck for a fourth time 
in just over a month. 

Raiders ripped off felt and tore wood 
from the roof to enter the Christians in Ac¬ 
tion Genesis Project building in Dudley on 
Friday night 

Tools, ornaments and even food donated for 
a foodbank were taken in the latest burglary at 
the charity’s base on the Thornleigh Trading Es¬ 
tate. They ransacked the building. 


It is the fourth time the charity has been hit in 
just over a month with a lawn mower, bikes and 
other goods stolen in the previous raids. 

Finished 

Founder Steve Tracey on Monday said that 
unless someone came forward to help with secu¬ 
rity the charity was TOO per cent finished’. 

“At the moment I just don’t see how we can 
carry on,” he said. 

“This time they have actually come through 
the roof. They have torn off the felt and removed 
wood to get into the building. 

“It is heartbreaking. They have taken tools, 


such as saws, spanners and hammers. 

“They even stooped to taking food out of the 
foodbank, which is to help people who have hit 
hard times.” 

He continued: “We are facing closure. Unless 
a generous businessman or organisation can 
come along and help us with security I don’t see 
how we can carry on. 

“No firm decision on the future has yet been 
taken but if something does not happen then we 
are 100 per cent finished.” 

Mr Tracey said volunteers had arrived at the 
base on Saturday morning to find a scene of de¬ 
struction. 


Police vehicle in 
two-car crash 

TWO people suffered minor injuries follow¬ 
ing a crash involving a police car and anoth¬ 
er vehicle. 

The collision happened on Bilston Street, 
Sedgley, at around 3pm Saturday, forcing the 
closure of the road for more than an hour. 

A man driving a Vauxhall Astra and a fe¬ 
male passenger suffered minor injuries. 

Both were treated at the scene by par¬ 
amedics and taken to hospital for further 
checks as a precaution. 

A male police officer was unhurt in the 
crash. 

Police said the collision was being inves¬ 
tigated. But they said it was understood the 
police car had been attending ‘an immediate 
call for help’ at the time and had its sirens 
and blue lights on. 

Both vehicles were badly damaged and a 
set of traffic lights were flattened. 


A precious new 
arrival at the zoo 



Tall order — baby giraffe Kito with parent at Dudley Zoo 


MEET Kito, the newborn Rothschild’s giraffe who has tak¬ 
en his first steps at Dudley Zoo. 

The baby, who measures a mighty 6ft, was born last 
week to mother 10-year-old Mia. The father is 13-year-old 
Kubwa. 

The youngster’s name means precious in Swahili 

The zoo’s assistant curator, Richard Brown, said: “Kito’s 
arrival has delighted everyone at Dudley Zoo. 

“He spent a day in the internal den bonding with mum 
and we decided to let the pair of them out in the paddock 
to enjoy the fine weather.” 

He added: “He’s quite a tall baby for a newborn and a 
very handsome chap and no doubt will fast become a fa¬ 
vourite with visitors.” 

Rothschild’s are the world’s rarest sub-species of giraffe, 
originating from Uganda and west central Kenya. 

They are easily identified by the colouring of their coat, 
which is made up of ragged brown patches separated by 
lighter creamier-coloured hair, with no markings to the 
lower leg. 

Each giraffe has a coat pattern as unique as a fingerprint. 


Birds evict bats as 
new species move in 


A STRETCH of canalside 
could soon be filled with 
birdsong of the Nuthatch 
and Sparrow if a new 
scheme to help struggling 
species proves a success. 

Volunteers have installed 
20 bird boxes along the 
Staffordshire and Worces¬ 
ter Canal, in Stourton, to 
provide birds with valuable 
nesting space. Boxes origi¬ 
nally designed for bats have 
also been re-located along 
the stretch of waterway. 

The project has been 
launched after the Canal 
and River Trust. It is hoped 


the new boxes will be used 
by the Nuthatch, Sparrow, 
Willow Tit and Starlings. 

The trust has provided 
some funding for the boxes 
and has also been helped by 
donations. 

Volunteer Paul Wilkinson 
said: “When the Canal and 
River Trust was monitoring 
the bat activity it was dis¬ 
covered many of the boxes 
were being used by birds. 
This highlighted the fact 
there was desperate need 
for nesting space in the area 
which has prompted this 
project.” 



{^COMBINATION OFFER ®fBUY ANY DINING GROUF^SAVE upto 50% 



ffifaa p&sw 


Julian Bowen 


, // 

W 

MARK WEBSTER DESIGNS 


Essentials 

COLLECTION \A/ 


MINERVA 


WILLIAM&SONS 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 
www.wllliamandsons.co.uk 


r WILLIAM 
& SONS 

BRIERLEY HILL 


* Complete dining groups co 


lx dining set (table & 4 chairs) & 



/ PRICE . 

OPENING TIMES: 

MATCH . 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 

PROMISE '• 

Saturday 10-6pm 

We’ll not be / 

•. beaten on Price! 

Sunday 11-5pm 

\ That’s our promise / 

*•.. to you! # .** 
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TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT 
TO LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT26 TO : 80098 (T&C'S 
BELOW) 



WENDY 50, blue eyes, 5ft 
7ins, likes music, meals out, 
seeks white male, 45-55 with 
similar interests and GSOH for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410499® 

73YR old Hereford lady, 
GSOH, young at heart, many 
interests, seeks caring, 
genuine gent of similar age for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410331 ® 

NICKY bubbly curvy fun 
blonde, varied interests, enjoys 
meals out, holidays, seeking 
N/S male with GSOH for 
possible Itr. Looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410479® 

KAREN 32 a hardworking 
petite blonde, enjoys nights 
out, music, etc, WLTM for 
more than just friendship with 
similar chilled, kind, easy going 
guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410461 ® 

LIZ 5ft 7ins, attractive, 
outgoing, likes walks, dogs, 
cooking, seeks male for fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410395 
ZOE 25 long haired sensual 
female, very naughty, 
broadminded and open, 
looking for similar fun guy for 
uncomplicated adult meets. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409719® 

JANE attractive, feminine 
open-minded mature female 
genuinely looking for adult fun. 
No time wasters please. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4097151 

FEMALE 65, attractive, much 
younger looking, slim but curvy 
5ft 2ins, blonde, seeks 
younger man. Loves animals 
and cosy nights in. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4319200 
CAROL 38 attractive romantic 
not looking for fairy tales just 
happy endings, seeking lovely 
male to put the sparkle back 
into my life. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 410721 ® 


ABI creative free spirited lady 
enjoys drama, photography, 
music, WLTM well-spoken 
patient, independent non- 
judgmental man. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409723 ® 
MARGARET OH AC, 

professional, sincere, 

adventurous, loving, kind, 
solvent lady who enjoys most 
things WLTM caring male with 
similar refined tastes. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407925 ® 

ATTRACTIVE 49yr old 
divorced lady, looking for 
honest, reliable man for LTR, 
49-60. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409955 ® 

ABBA girl blonde lookalike, 
size 16, attractive, bubbly, 
OHAC, seeking solvent, 
refined, handsome guy with full 
head of hair, 5ft 9ins plus, 
professional and courteous. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409151 ® 

NEETA Black beauty, classy, 
intelligent 21 yrs, loves to enjoy 
life, have lots of fun and be 
spoilt, give me a call. Any age, 
looks and status. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409101 ® 
ATTRACTIVE female, young 
49, 5ft 7ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, genuine, loyal, 
easygoing, GSOH, seeks tall, 
handsome male, 40-50 for fun 
times, friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:406135 

JILL 50, attractive, 5ft, blonde, 
own home, no ties, likes films, 
reading, travel, music, good 
social circle, seeking that 
someone special. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410105 it 

ATTRACTIVE professional 
lady, 56, enjoys country walks, 
meals out, seeks professional 
gent with GSOH to enjoy the 
good things in life. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409895 

ELAINE attractive 39yr old 
blonde single mum seeking 
respectful male/dad with 
similar interests for adult 
friendship, hopefully leading to 
love. Looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410117| 

DONNA 27yrs blue eyed 
blonde with cute dimpled 
smile, loves socialising but 
looking for that special 
someone with GSOH to cuddle 
up with, enjoy fun/good times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409733 ® 



YOUR local dating 

service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 

REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 


0844 887 2293 



and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 


Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


Reply to members by text.. 

Simply send REPLY26(leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098, eg: 

REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 


Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0844 800 1188 Monday - Friday 

10am-4pm or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


ANNA, busty mature lady 
seeks no strings discreet 
meetings with male any age or 
location. Tel No: 0905 002 
1956 Box 366019 
CLAIRE voluptuous tall 
feminine attractive lady who 
loves good company, fine 
wine/food, travel, WLTM tall 
professional for romance dates 
and hopeful Itr. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410627 ® 
LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, slim, 57, 
nurse, looking for someone to 
look after me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410543 
ADVENTUROUS attractive 
lady seeks no strings casual 
times with discreet gent. Tel: 
No. 0905 002 1957 Box 
409991 

MICHELLE 37, looking for 
laughter fun and romance with 
the right guy, if you could be 
him and have nothing to loose 
call me for a chat. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410415® 

TAYLOR 21 black beautiful 
classy intelligent, loves to have 
lots of fun and enjoy life to the 
full, seeking mature guy to 
make me happy. Tel No: 0906 


Men seeking women 


TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT 
TO LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT26 TO : 80098 (T&C’S 
BELOW) 

TOM 55, looking for female 
any age for a discreet fifty 
shades of grey friendship and 
fun. Text Only Mailbox Box 
No:4236310 

A loving caring guy 54, who 
likes most things in life, would 
love to meet slim lady 45 to 59 
for romance. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4170816 
PAUL 68, 5ft 7ins, fit, genuine, 
enjoys most things, likes a 
laugh, seeking similar female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410655® 

WOLFIE 42 Seeks Wendy for 
football matches and nights 
in/out. Luvs gym keeping fit, 
seeking a nice girl for LTR. 


CHRIS 32, 5ft lOins, brown 
hair, blue eyes, open minded, 
looking for female for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410643 ® 
BROADMINDED professional, 
tall, dark male, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking female with 
GSOH for fun, friendship and 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 410703 
5FT lOins male, brown hair, 
blue eyes, seeks female, 40 
plus for daytime fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410589® 

JOSEPH attractive Asian 
male, seeking attractive, 
genuine female, 38-50 for 
friendship and companionship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 410267® 

MALE 53, looking to meeting 
60-65 lady for adult fun times. 

Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4234583 

MALE 45, GSOH 6ft. Many 
interests, seeks slim outgoing 
lady, for love or friendship. 

Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4283955 

DAVE 54, seeking female, 40- 
51 for friendship, maybe more. 


PETE 6ft lins, body builder, 
likes kick boxing, daughter, 
seeking female, 30-40 for love. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 410245® 

MALE 55, 5ft lOins, seeks lady 
30-58 for cosy nights in, 
holidays, nights out, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410207® 

STEVE 40, 6ft, muscular, dark 
hair, half Italian, seeks busty, 
classy lady, 55 plus for discreet 
adult fun. Where is my Sophia 
Loren? Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410529® 

LOVING caring, considerate, 
romantic, passionate, Stoke 
area man, 52, OHAC, good 
looking, professional, seeks 
tactile, slim-medium build 
female for special occasions 
and exotic holidays. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407683 ® 

SLIM attractive man, tired of 
lonely nights, seeks genuine 
lady for friendship and 
evenings out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410261 ® 


TEXT. 


SAM, 35yrs, own business, 
sexy, loves dressing up and 
married, seeks discreet man 

Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4245943 

SINGLE male, 31, 6ft brown 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409839 ® 

JEFF 35, GSOH, likes cinema, 

TO TiVKI 

for casual meetings. Can travel 

eyes seeks lady with gsoh for 
fun and possible LTR. Text 

swimming, ice skating, seeks 


anywhere. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1961 Box 408297 

Only Mailbox Box No: 
4267855 

interests. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 410737® 

I *TEXT: 80098 Cost £1,50/msg 1 

| received, for full t&cs see below | 

visit us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles 
will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to 
text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent (max 150 characters). Service only available where phone icon show. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service 
provided by Sports4Adults. Help: 0844 800 1188. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. This service is a virtual chat service 
meaning you will not be able to meet the people listed. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia. Help: 0844 800 1188. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory pur¬ 
poses. W/C 03/03/14 


REVIEWS 


The Twang are 
back with a bang 



Crying in her beer — Sheryl Crow returns with a country album 


A round-up of several of 
the new rock and pop 
album releases, reviewed 
by LEON BURAKOWSKI 


BIRMINGHAM band The 
Twang return to their best 
form on Neontwang (out on 
Jump The Cut, March 10), 
their fourth album and with 
a title that references their 
original band name. 

This album marks the debut of Jon 
Simkins as a fully-fledged member 
and also shows a subtle shift in style 
towards psychedelic and dub-tinged 
pop. In fact, it makes them fit com¬ 
fortably aside such other blissed-out 
Brummies as Swim Deep, Troumaca 
and Peace. 

Country 

The vocals are mixed low but the 
guitar and keyboard combinations re¬ 
minded me of such 70s Mersey outfits 
as The Teardrop Explodes and Bun- 
nymen, and The Twang’s baggy ten¬ 
dencies mean they still hark back to 
The Stone Roses and The Beta Band. 
Check out new single The Wobble or 
album opener City Lights. 

Sheryl Crow’s ninth album, Feels 
Like Home (Warner Bros), is her first 
pure country music record, though you 
could always hear a hint of country in 
her songs including breakthrough hit 
All I Wanna Do. 

She’s back in the bar room and the 
bedroom here for toe-tapping honky 
tonk numbers but is at her best on 
teary surburban ballads, such as Stay 
At Home Mother. In Waterproof Mas¬ 
cara she sings: ‘Thank God they make 
waterproof mascara, cuz it won’t run 
like his daddy did’... Tammy Wynette 
would be proud. 


The Augustines are probably going 
to become a lot of people’s new fa¬ 
vourite band in 2014. The Anglo-Amer¬ 
ican power trio’s second, self-titled 
album (on Oxcart) practically defines 
epic rock with its blend of Elbow-like 
melancholy melodic sway with U2ish 
galloping guitars. Highlights include 
Don’t You Look Back (think a gruffer, 
tougher Keane) and Walkabout, both 
sbuilt for stadiums. You can catch 
them at the more intimate Institute in 
Birmingham on May 16. 

You Me At Six are destined to woo 
Lawson and McFly fans into meaty, 
big and bouncy rock numbers with 
their air-punching anthems on Cavalier 
Youth (BMG) which gets off to a great 
star with Too Young To Feel This Old. 


Metronomy is a vehicle for Joe 
Mount who takes a defiantly analogue 
approach to making pop music. Im¬ 
agine a less polished, quirkier Bastille, 
and your are in the ballpark. He fronts a 
four-piece band here and the Love Let¬ 
ters album is certainly worth checking 
out if you like Hunky Dory-era Bowie, 
Beck or Mercury Rev. Metronomy are 
in concert at the Institute in Birming¬ 
ham on March 21. 

Animal Heart (Lojinx) is the official 
first solo album from the former Cardi¬ 
gans lead singer Nina Persson. It is be¬ 
guiling, ranging from haunting ballads 
to sparkling pop such as the title track 
(imagine A-ha combined with The Go- 
Gos) and Food For The Beast, which is 
akin to Cardigans classic Lovefool. 


Men were desperate for reunion 
in atmosphere full of nostalgia 


The Desperate Men (reunion) 
Newhampton Arts Centre, W’ton 

THE atmosphere was filled with nos¬ 
talgia and the weeks of waiting were 
over for both the fans and the band. 

Midlands group The Desperate Men 
had not played together for 10 years 
although you wouldn’t have thought 
so as they launched into their first 
number. Dave Jones, originally from 
Wolverhampton and now a native of 
Cork, Eire, had returned for the re¬ 
union, and banged out the first sound 


with the thumping intro of The Wall of 
Death on his drums. 

Frontman John Richards, from 
Bridgnorth, launched into each of the 
opening numbers with a real enthusi¬ 
asm almost like the latent rock musi¬ 
cian in him had been dormant too long 
and relished being let off the leash. 

Right from the off, Richards looked 
more comfortable with the fast¬ 
er-paced rock and blues sound than in 
his folk persona as the voice and lead 
of The John Richards Band. 


Before a packed theatre at the 
Dunkley Street centre he and the as¬ 
sembled band showed their versatility 
moving from rock to Cajun and then 
to much heavier reggae dub sound 
such as All She Took Away. With Ian 
Rowley, Paul Dowswell, Steve Watton 
and Richards’ daughter Emma mixing 
their own songs with those of oth¬ 
ers including Bob Seger, The Pogues 
and REM it provided a great night of 
music. 

DANNY FARRAGHER 



Elisha Willis, as the Empress, confronts the Princess 

Treat for the eyes 
but little romance 


Song is 
worth wait 

Rudimental, 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall 

FOUR guys in a band, yet 
with no lead singer. That 
hasn’t done Rudimental 
any harm, though. Number 
one hits featuring guest vo¬ 
calists, a best-selling album, 
sell-out concerts anda Brit 
award have come their way. 

This was the last night 
of their tour and DJ Lock¬ 
smith urged the crowd to 
have the best night ever. 
He even dedicated Not Giv¬ 
ing In to his four-year-old 
son and Thomas Jules took 
on lead vocals for the song 
made famous by John New¬ 
man. Feel The Love had the 
massed ranks bouncing as it 
ended the main set. 

Right Here, saw 
Anne-Marie take the mic. 
Good though her husky 
tones were, she could not 
match the delectable Foxes. 

Fans were literally left 
Waiting All Night for their 
biggest hit as it finished the 
encore. Anne-Marie again 
ably deputised for Ella 
Eyre. Bridgette Amofah was 
another guest on the night 
and took the lead for new 
single Powerless, which ac¬ 
tually features Bewdley’s 
Becky Hill. 

MARK SHIPP 


The Prince of the Pagodas, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

BENJAMIN Britten’s dra¬ 
matic music and the skills 
of Birmingham Royal Bal¬ 
let dancers ensured David 
Bintley’s reworking of a 
difficult ballet was a delight. 

But Pagodas is unlikely 
to become a hugely popu¬ 
lar part of the repertoire 
because the story of sibling 
love lacks romantic passion. 

The tale of an evil Japa¬ 
nese empress who turns a 
prince into a lizard and mis¬ 
treats his royal sister has 
echoes of European fairy 


tales, particularly Cinder¬ 
ella. At its UK premiere in 
Birmingham, this spectac¬ 
ular, beautifully lit produc¬ 
tion with costumes by War 
Horse designer Rae Smith 
was a treat for the eyes. 

Bulbous dancing demons, 
prancing seahorse, minc¬ 
ing crustaceans made the 
magical second act a high¬ 
light. Momoko Hirata was 
captivating as the princess, 
matched by Joseph Calley, 
slithering across the stage 
as her enchanted brother, 
the Salamander Prince. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Priceless 
double act 

Punt & Dennis, 

Birmingham Town Hall 

IT was brilliant to see this 
double act together in the 
Second City. While Dennis 
remains a familiar face on 
TV through Mock The Week 
and Outnumbered, Punt is 
rarely seen on our screens 
these days. While the two 
still work together on radio, 
it was great to see how they 
translated the partnership 
to the stage. 

Dennis played the funny¬ 
man to Punt’s stooge but 
the end result was a comedy 
romp through TV channels, 
the European Union and 
how nations celebrate. They 
gave their irreverent look 
at politics and posed the big 
question on everyone’s lips: 
“Why, during the recent 
floods, couldn’t Eric Pickles 
be used as a sandbag?” 

Other gems included a 
Mock the Week-style ‘things 
not to say in a job interview’ 
and snippets like the defi¬ 
nition of a closet racist — 
a person who doesn’t like 
someone from Narnia. Sport 
was tackled, with the obser¬ 
vation that Tokyo 2020 will 
be the first Olympic Games 
for those with perfect vision 
— priceless. 

MARK SHIPP 
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THE WELLINGTON 


2SS BATHROOMS 


01384 483755 


CARVERY 

7 Days a Week 

12 noon - 7.30 pm Sunday 
12 noon - 9pm 
Monday - Saturday 

SPECIALS including: 

Black Country Wednesday 
Thursday Wellington Pie Day 
Friday Fish & Chippie Day 
Saturday Tex Mex Saturday 


ALL YOU 
CAN EAT 
BREAKFAST 

7 Days a Week 

£ 3.99 

8am - 11am 


TRADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY 


Our Team has over 30 years 
experience in supplying 
& fitting Bathrooms 


DISABLED SPECIALl 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR 
RETIRED & DISADLEO CUSTOMERS 


VATl 

FREE 1 


FORA FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE & 
WARM WELCOME PHONE US NOW 
TO BOOKYOUR FREE SURVEY 


IN 

QUALIFYING 
CASES A 


FIND US NEXT TO 
MORRISONS (Stallings Lane) 


Unit 4 Charterfield Shopping Centre 

Charterfield Drive 
Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

Tel: 01384 287222 


SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


PENSIONER'S 


A La Carte Menu 
is available 
7 days a week 


Including: 
Steaks, Chicken, 
Fish, Mixed Grill 


Monday - Friday 
2pm - 5pm 


2 Carveries 


WT MARCH 
g & APRIL 

: fitting dati 

NOW REING 
RESERVED 


YOUR ARMCHAIR GUIDE 
TO A NEW BATHROOM 


• DECISION 

Phone us for a No Obligation Quote 
(Daytime / Evenings or Weekends) 


• QUOTATION 

Design/Planning & Materials & Suite all chosen 
in your home & an on the spot price given. 


• INSTALLATION 

The Job is started & completed with around 5 
days & left clean & tidy with all rubbish removed 


• INSPECTION 

Everything is thoroughly checked with yourself 
at the end of the job to your satisfaction. 


• COMPLETION 

Only when you are delighted with the finished 
job, do we accept your final balance. 


• RECOMMENDATION 

We hope YOUR CHOICE will be your friends choice 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 


BOOK NOW FOR 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 
30th March 

Tel: 01384 483755 


BRETTEL LANE, BRIERLEY HILL DY5 3LQ 
H 01384483755 ^ 


90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 
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..you require a 
New kitchen at 
the lowest possible 
price, or simply 
would like a price 
on a Kitchen Door 
and Drawer Front 
Makeover, jy 
You must call the 
number below.. 


I' 


Custom Rigid Kitchens 

~& made to measure Door Upgrades 


All made to 


e prices 



0800 135 7935 


892672 



www.iudk.co.uk 


Made-2-Measure Doors/Drawers 
Rigid Kitchens at factory prices 
Major brand appliances 20% off 
No gimmicks - genuine sale prices 

Open Six days - 10am - 5.30 (Sat 4pm) 

Book your FREE home quote Now! 

Ultimate Discount Kitchens Showroom at: 218 High Street Lye Nr Stourbridge West Midlands DY9 8JX 

AEG BOSCH III 


NEWS 

Band bet on themselves 
to bag Christmas No 1 



Countdown to Christmas has begun for local band East of Eden, who are aiming for number one 


ROCK band East of Eden are 
so confident that they will 
go from obscurity to the top 
of the charts by the end of 
this year that they have bet 
£100 on themselves to be the 
Christmas number one. 

The group, who were raised in 
Birmingham and now record in 
Wolverhampton, were given odds 
of 100 to one by bookmakers Cor¬ 
al. 

Should they succeed they will split 
their £10,000 prize between the Bir¬ 


mingham Children’s Hospital and 
Teenage Cancer Trust. 

Singer Tom Harris, aged 17, said: 
“We believe we can do it. We wouldn’t 
be doing this if we didn’t believe in 
ourselves. The Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital is a local charity and we want 
to do give something back to the com¬ 
munity we grew up in.” 

Embrace 

After refining its skills over the last 
three years, the band believes the 
public are ready to embrace live music 
rather than manufactured pop. 

Lead guitarist Dan Brember, aged 


19, said: “We want to show young 
people that you don’t have to sell your 
soul to the X Factor, you can do it the 
hard way. We really want to introduce 
live music to a young audience.” 

The three-piece, who cite Led Zeppe¬ 
lin and Black Sabbath amongst their 
influences, aim to play to 100,000 peo¬ 
ple this year, performing at schools, 
universities, music clubs and festivals. 

Fans will be able to track the band’s 
progress on the official East of Eden 
website. 

Bass player Luke Bradley, 18, said: 
“So far things are going as well as they 
could. ” 


UJC 

WALL JAmES 





PLANNING FOR THE 


OVER 60 s 

FREE SEMINAR ON THE KEY ISSUES AFFECTING THE OVER 60’S 


Wills 

The importance of setting up a Will 
What type of Will is appropriate for you? 
Reviewing your Will and its suitability 

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

What is a Lasting Power of Attorney 
and why do you need one? 

Who should I appoint as my Attorneys? 
What happens if I do not set up 
a Lasting Power of Attorney? 


Paying for Long Term Care: 

Nursing/residential care 
home fees and safeguarding 
your assets 

Will you have to sell your property to 
fund long term care? 

Can you safeguard your assets should 
you need residential or nursing care 
in the future? 


Join us on Thursday 20th March 2014 at Dudley Kingswinford Rugby Football Club, 
Swindon Road, Wall Heath, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 0AW. 

Time : 11am - 1pm Refreshments provided 

To reserve your free place, please telephone us on 
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COMPETITION 



Lisa at work - she is honoured as the ‘queen of colour’ 

Way to make 
mum feel 
extra special 



Beautiful colour that adds vibrance 


LISA loves... mums! We all know 
how important our mums are and at 
Lisa Shepherd Salons it’s never in any 
doubt. 

To celebrate Mother’s Day this 
year (March 30) they are offering two 
Chronicle readers and their mums 
a hair make-over at Lisa Shepherd, 
Wombourne (one of three Lisa 
Shepherd salons in the Midlands - 
the others are in Kidderminster and 
Birmingham). 

This stunning salon is a hub of hair¬ 
dressing genius, from the inspirational 
and award-winning team, to the fabu¬ 
lous Redken colours and products. 

And whether it’s an express Color 
Bar top-up appointment to a full 
colour make-over Lisa’s team have a 
mission - to make your hair beautiful 
and you feel great. 

With our Mother’s Day competition 


two Chronicle readers and their mums 
will both receive a full restyle and 
colour make-over at the Wombourne 
salon, worth £140 each. 

Lisa is known in the Midlands as the 
‘people’s hairdresser’ and renowned 
for her creative colour, beautiful styling 
and expertise for all things hair. 


Challenge 


Local girl Lisa recently undertook 
the biggest challenge of her career so 
far when she presented at the Redken 
European Symposium at Olympia in 
London - to an audience of 3,000 
hairdressers from 26 countries. 

Lisa has certainly come a long way 
since training for her career at Kidder¬ 
minster College and is now honoured 
in the hairdressing industry as the 
‘queen of colour’ 


LISA 

SHEPHERD 

SALONS 


To be in with a chance of winning 
simply tell us how many Lisa 
Shepherd Salons there are? 

Send in your answer to Lisa Com¬ 
petition, Chronicle editorial, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 
1ES. Closing date: March 13. Usual 
rules apply. Editor’s decision is final. 


““ COMPANY 


COMPANY 

Sheet Material & PIY Specialists 


FENCING PANELS 

WHILE STOCKS LAST ... CALL FOR DETAILS! 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


GARDEN 
SLEEPERS 
from £16.00 

ROCK SALT 

2 Bags 
£10.00 +VAT 

KINDLING 

4 Bags 
£10.00 +VAT 

SPRING GARDEN 

WOODEN 
PLANTERS 
from £10.00 

BIRD 
TABLES 
from £20.00 

WOODEN 
WINDMILLS 
only £30.00 


• SKIRTING ’ ARCHITRAVE • CLADDING • INTERNAL DOOR CASES' DECKING ’ TRELLIS ’ STAIR PARTS 
• ROUGH SAWN & PLANED TIMBER* GREEN MINERAL FELT • PHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

OPEN 7.30 AM-5 PM (MON-FRI) 8.30-1 PM (SAT) 10 AM-12.30 PM (SUN) CLOSED 


Canalside Ind Estate, Wedgbury Way Brettell Lane, 

Brierley Hill, DY5 3JZ 01384 78857 


Email: robinstimber@btconnect.com 


SALE MUST END SUNDAY AT 4.30PM SAVE UP ID 75% 


WE OFFER UP TO £1000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 



LARGE 
SELECTION 
OF RISE & 
RECLINER 
CHAIRS 
FROM £395 


HUGE SELECTION OF LEATHER AND FABRIC 
SUITES AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DEUVERY 


4FT 6" DIVAN 
FROM£199 


ODD BASES & MATRESSES 
T0 Clear from £69 


We Have One Of The Largest Selections Of 
Manual And Electric Rise & Recliner Chairs 

Also bespoke furniture made to order, any size 
Expert friendly advice on all products 


dreamworld 

-furniture- 

kingswinford 

It’s a name you can trust. 

A family business, for over 30 years. 




DINING TABLE 
AND CHAIRS 



LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
ADJUSTABLE 


FROM £395 


Free home delivery and free removal of existing furniture 

• THRS PIECE SUITES • CHAIRS • BEDS • CARPETS • DINING & BEDROOM FURNITURE 
8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 


Open: Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm Sun 10.30 am-4.30 pm 
©Large free car park 


dreamworld Ireclineworld 

-furniture- I-furniture- 
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Praise as fewer 
are re-offending 

BOSSES at Sandwell Probation service are 
celebrating after coming top in the list of 
local authorities in England and Wales un¬ 
der new figures released by the Ministry of 
Justice that looks at re-offending between 
October 1 2012 and September 31 2013. 

The latest data shows that, out of the 
4,631 people dealt with by Sandwell pro¬ 
bation team during the 12 month period, 
232 went on to re-offend, which meant that 
borough had a re-offending rate that is 29.4 
per cent better than the Government’s pre¬ 
dicted rate. Bob Jones, Police and Crime 
Commissioner for the West Midlands vis¬ 
ited the probation team in Sandwell to con¬ 
gratulate them. 

The same report showed that Wolver¬ 
hampton came sixth and Dudley seventh 
in the Government chart, with re-offending 
rates 19.9 per cent and 19.6 per cent better. 


Great-grandfather dies 
after van collision with tanker 


A VAN driver, who died in a crash 
with a tanker, has been named by 
police as Robert Coulson. 

The 71-year-old great grandfather, of 
Coppice Lane, Quarry Bank, was airlifted 
to Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth Hos¬ 
pital following the accident on the A449 
Worcester Road on Tuesday of last week. 
He died shortly after arrival. 

Mr Coulson was driving a white Citroen Nemo 
panel van towards Kidderminster at around 
11.45am when the collision involving a DAF 


tanker took place. Mr Coulson had to be freed 
from the vehicle by fire crews. 

Mr Coulson, who lived with his wife Sheila 
and was known to his family as Bob, worked as 
a part-time delivery driver at JS Optical Ltd on 
the Hoo Farm Industrial Estate, near to where 
the accident happened. 

Mr Coulson married Sheila in 1980 and they 
would have celebrated their wedding anniver¬ 
sary on Friday. 

He also leaves a step-daughter, Lindy Parkes, 
her five children, and one great-grandchild. 

Mr Coulson was born in Kinver and attended 
Oldswinford Hospital School in Stourbridge. 


He lived in Shropshire for a while and also 
spent time living in South Africa. But the ma¬ 
jority of his life was spent in the Black Country. 
He was a keen footballer when he was younger, 
later turning to golf. 

He worked at the Eaton factory on Thorns 
Road, Brierley Hill, before retiring. 

Mrs Parkes said: “Everyone liked him. He was 
a fun man, someone you could have a real laugh 
with.” 

Police are asking for witnesses to come for¬ 
ward. Call Pc Lee Baker on the non-emergency 
number 101, quoting the incident reference 221- 
S-250214. 


Run boosts 
mayor’s causes 

THE Mayor of Dudley’s charities are set to 
run up a massive total after a £2,000 dona¬ 
tion from the organisers of a fun run through 
Halesowen. 

The Rotary Club of Halesowen and Row- 
ley Regis handed over the cash raised from 
the Great Black Country Road Run last year. 
The Mayor, Councillor Alan Finch, took part 
in 10 kilometre run through Halesowen last 
year along with a number of councillors and 
council staff. 

Organisers agreed to add the Mayors’ 
charities to the official list of worth causes to 
benefit from the day. It means Hearing Dogs 
for Deaf People and White House Cancer 
Support, Dudley, got a share. Rotary mem¬ 
bers presented the mayor with the money at 
the Council House in Dudley. 

This year’s race will be on September 21. 
Register at www.bostinrun.com website. 






GUARANTEED TO SAVE YOU 

AflEAST 30% OFF 

GO Kl RliiTEISBEGiFAG llES 


That's a 
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) 


I NOWJ IN [STO CK 
H F0RT2014 H 


POLICE 


T£e 


Bring your prescription or book an eye test Call and save! 


3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DV5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
37 Capehill, Ulindmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B664RX-01215581621 



■ y i — « - Vouchers 
A / M rl Welcome 


JL Gant Ifr** tfcyc* 

Q CcMn Kler DKNY 

Bene*, bom*. Guess mam 



Have a look wot 
Don’s dun now 


Slade’s Don Powell met fans at Merry Hill shopping centre 

AS the drummer in Slade Don Powell has seen more than 
most of the music industry. 

But he has also had to overcome personal trauma after 
he was involved in a severe car crash in 1973 which killed 
his girlfriend Angela Morris and left him with amnesia 

The star visited Merry Hill shopping centre to sign copies 
of his autobiography which saw fans travel from as far a 
field as Cornwall to meet the glam rock star. 

The musician took time out to have his picture taken 
with fans and chat to them, as well as signing album and 
DVD covers. 

The 67-year-old, from Bilston said he was ‘overwhelmed’ 
by the turn-out. “It is really wonderful and can be quite 
emotional,” he said. “At this event an old school friend of 
mine came along and we were talking about old times. I 
am delighted that after so many years people still love our 
music and there seems to be new generations of fans get¬ 
ting into it. 

Don, who shot to fame in the early 1970s with the leg¬ 
endary glam rock band, was at WH Smith to sign copies of 
his autobiography called Wot I Dun — My Life in Slade. 

£95,000 to restore 
a classic locomotive 

A £95,000 grant has been awarded towards the restoration 
of a famous locomotive which will be used on the line run¬ 
ning between Kidderminster and Bridgnorth. 

The Severn Valley Railway Charitable Trust has been 
given the cash through a Heritage Lottery Fund Grant. It 
will be used to help fund the restoration of the Great West¬ 
ern Railway locomotive 4930 Hagley Hall. 

It will be used as the learning and resource tool for 
students and apprentices of the railway’s Heritage Skills 
Training Academy. 

After 27 years out of service, the locomotive will be re¬ 
turned to the operational splendour of its era for people to 
enjoy in full working order. The restoration of Hagley Hall, 
named after the Worcestershire stately home, a is expected 
to be of considerable interest. 

In September last year the railway launched a pilot Her¬ 
itage Academy, an apprenticeship for young people. 
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Midland UPVC 

Windows and Doors Ltd 



i^vx 


SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 
ENERGY A RATED WINDOWS 

i n 




6 FLAT WINDOWS 

£1 499fitted 


Terms and 
conditions apply 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -^Designservice 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk , ^t r9 r av J n9 ™? d ,T &Doors ,„ 

r ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


FANTASTIC NEW 
UPVC DOOR RANGE 


i 


i 


Lfil 






5 


:h: 



Available in Light Oak and Rosewood 

synerJy (¥] 


ALL AREAS COVERED I 3 3E5 - 

After 5pm O I 3 84 


SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 
From 

£375 

Fitted 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 




_„_ Jh- 

ccrtass 


Terms & Conditions apply 


I ~ZO 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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Express & Star Shop 


MOLESKIN TROUSERS 

BUY ANY TWO PAIRS FOR £50 

A classic style in hardwearing, soft, cotton 
moleskin, with a sturdy zip, deep quarter 
pockets and a practical buttoned back 
pocket. These trousers have a comfortable 
fit and flattened overstitched seams to give 
a tailored appearance. 

Featuring a colour co-ordinated inner 
waistband and a secure hook and button 
fastening. Machine washable. 



Available in leg lengths - 27” 29” 31” 
and waist sizes 32” to 48” 


TEMPEST WAX JACKETS 


RRP £49.99 SAVE £15 

This great value classic wax 
jacket is country wear at its best, 
allowing you to enjoy the great 
outdoors in warmth, comfort 
and style. The breathable waxed 
finish 100% cotton outer is water 
resistant, thorn and windproof. 

The detachable lined hood and 
collar is faced in co-ordinated 
corduroy and the inner lining is 
100% cotton tartan. Available in 
navy and green. 

Sizes to fit men and women: 

S (34”-36”), 

M (38”-40”), 

L (42”-44”), 

XL (46”-48”), 

XXL (50”-52”), 

XXXL (54”-56”) 




An extremely comfortable family of shoes designed to be significantly lighter than similar 
leather styles. A genuine leather upper and lightweight sole combine to offer durable 
comfort and a superb walking experience. 


Upper: leather. Lining/sock: man-made. Sole: man-made. 
Sizes: 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 


t? 

<W* 




LOOSE TOP SOCKS FOR MEN 
AND WOMEN BY HJ HALL 


RRP £46.99 SAVE £22 


H) Hall 


These calf length, loose top socks are manufactured without elastic to ensure a 
comfortable wear and leave no unsightly marks on the skin. Supplied in a pack of 12 
assorted colours, they are made of 80% cotton and 20% nylon. 


Ladies socks fit sizes 4-7. Available in two pack options: C215 contains 3 black, 3 navy, 
2 damson, 2 oatmeal and 2 denim; C216 contains 3 black, 3 navy, 2 ecru, 2 denim and 2 
raspberry. 


Men’s socks fit sizes 6-11. Available in two pack options: C217 contains 3 black, 3 navy, 3 
mid-grey and 3 olive; C218 contains 2 black, 2 indigo, 2 oatmeal, 2 mid-grey, 2 red and 2 
maize. 


To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 37853 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week *Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. 


Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original 
packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (37853), 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 

PO BOX 87, BRECON, 

LD3 3BE 

Address 


Postcode 

Email 


Tel. (for queries only) 

1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made pavable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £ 

Or please debit mv card £ 

1 Mastercard Visa Maestro Issue No. 

My card number is: 




ITTT1ITTT1ITTT1ITTT1 ITTirm/m T m/m SSKlim 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE 

SIZE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 


























Please add £3.95 P&P to entire order 


£3.95 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to 
Midland News Association Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this boxfcif you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box 
□ if you do not want to hear from Midland News Association Ltd.” 


TOTAL 
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What’s On! 


1960s and 70s 
pop legend returns 

A HITMAKER of the rock 
! n’ roll era who found suc¬ 
cess again in the 1970s, 
Neil Sedaka, is back to tour 
the UK this autumn. 

The 74-year-old New 
Yorker will be celebrating 
more than 50 years in pop¬ 
ular music, success which 
began in 1959 with Oh! 
Carol. He had early 60s hits 
with Calendar Girl, Happy 
Birthday Sweet Sixteen 
and signature song Break¬ 
ing Up Is Hard To Do. 

Sedaka relaunched his 
career in the 1970s, enjoy¬ 
ing hits with Laughter In 
The Rain, Love Will Keep 
Us Together and Solitaire. 
He also co-wrote Peter 
Kay’s favourite (Is This 
The Way To) Amarillo. 

He is in concert at Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Hall 
on November 3. Tickets are 
£50 and £45 plus fees. Call 
0121 345 0600. 

Bad Shepherds 
date for summer 

COMEDIAN and singer 
Ade Edmondson is bring¬ 
ing his band back to the 
Black Country this sum¬ 
mer. 

Adrian Edmondson and 
the Bad Shepherds, who 
play punk rock songs on 
traditional instruments in 
a folk style, will be in con¬ 
cert at the Robin 2 in Bil- 
ston on June 15. 

Advance tickets are 
£19.50 and the price on the 
door will be £22. Call 01902 
401211. 

Edmondson came to 
fame in the 1980s as punk 
student Vyvyan in TV se¬ 
ries The Young Ones. The 
5 7-year-old won Celebrity 
Masterchef last year and 
presents Ade In Britain. 


Canadian crooner Buble is 
ready to wow fans at the NIA 


A brass 
task for 
revival 

ACTORS visited the Black 
Country Living Museum 
to prepare for their roles 
in Brassed Off at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre 
next month. 

Cast members appeared 
with the Jackfield Elcock 
Reisen Brass Band, whose 
members played for guests 
at the attraction. 

The National Brass Band 
Championship competitors, 
based in Shropshire, will be 
joining the actors on stage 
when the show runs at the 
Grand from April 8 to 12. 

Conductor Chris Smith, 
a euphonium player, said: 
“It’s great for the band to 
be involved with the play. 
It’s been a wonderful expe¬ 
rience for all of us.” 

The play, which follows 
the fortunes of a Yorkshire 
colliery brass band, has 
been revived this year in 
recognition of the 30th an¬ 
niversary of the 1984 min¬ 
er’s strike. 

To book tickets visit 
www.grandtheatre.co.uk 
or call (01902)429212. 



Brassed Off actors Luke Adamson and Andrew Dunn with band members at the museum 


IT’S A Beautiful Day for Michael Buble fans 
when the Canadian crooner arrives in the 
West Midlands next week for concerts at the 
National Indoor Arena on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

The 38-year-old singer, who has brought style and 
classy showmanship to the music scene in recent 


ears, had major success ] 
um To Be Loved which 
yielded the hit singles 
It’s A Beautiful Day, 
Close Your Eyes and Af¬ 
ter All. 

The ice hockey loving 
showman was delighted dur¬ 
ing the recent Winter Olym¬ 
pics at Sochi when a medley 
of his tunes was used by 
US figure skaters Alex and 
Maria Shibutani for their 
routine. 

His hit-packed set is likely 
to include Just Haven’t Met 
You Yet and his sparkling 
versions of Cry Me A River, 
Feeling Good, To Love 
Somebody and Try A Little 
Tenderness. 

Other gigs of the week 
include a St Patrick’s Day 
warm up with The Dublin 
Legends - former members 
of The Dubliners - Sean 
Cannon, Eamonn Campbell, 
Patsy Watchorn and Gerry 
O’Connor at Birmingham 
Town Hall tomorrow night. 

Bombay Bicycle Club 
bring their indie rock sound 
to Brum’s 02 Academy on 
Saturday, the same venue 
on Sunday night will be sold 


year with his latest al- 



Michael Buble — NIA dates 

out for US pop-punk band 
All Time Low. 

In the 02 Academy’s 
second venue on Sunday 
The English Beat featuring 
Birmingham’s own Dave 
Wakeling will revive 80s 
memories with Mirror In 
The Bathroom. And 2-Tone 
fans will be back on Thurs¬ 
day to see The Selecter. 

Meanwhile, Chvrches are 
at Digbeth’s Institute on 
Monday and 60s survivor 
Rodriguez, the maker of cult 
hit Sugar Man, plays the 
Symphony Hall on Tuesday. 


Chelsea Joker 
and Sinnerman 

COMEDIAN Joel Dom- 
mett performs in Wolver¬ 
hampton as part of his 
debut stand-up tour to¬ 
morrow night (Friday). 

The star of BBC’s Im¬ 
practical Jokers and the 
host of Made In Chelsea 
spin-off Live In Chelsea, 
Dommett takes the Slade 
Rooms stage in Broad 
Street from 8pm for his 
‘Practical Joker’ show. 

Dommett gained rave 
reviews for his debut Edin¬ 
burgh Festival show Neon 
Hero in 2011 and follow-up 
Nunchuck Silver Medallist. 
Tickets are £11. Call 0870 
320 7000. 

Taking to the stage at 
the Slade Rooms tonight 
(Thursday) is ITV quiz 
chaser Paul Sinha. ‘The 
Sinnerman’, a qualified 
doctor, is also an accom¬ 
plished stand-up comic. 
Tickets £13.20. Doors 7pm. 

Fallen women 
theme to operas 

FALLEN women are the 
theme for Welsh National 
Opera’s spring season at 
Birmingham Hippodrome. 

WNO stage Boulevard 
Solitude tonight, Hans 
Werner Henze’s 1950s set¬ 
ting of the Manon Lescaut 
story. The more famous 
Manon Lescaut by Puccini, 
a UK debut for Polish di¬ 
rector Mariusz Trelinski, 
is tomorrow. Verdi’s tear- 
jerker La traviata ends the 
season on Saturday. 

The theme continues in 
Errollyn Wallen’s Anon, 
a WNO production with 
Sampad South Asian Arts, 
at Newhampton Arts Cen¬ 
tre, Wolverhampton, on 
March 25 and at The Mac 
in Edgbaston on March 26. 


ALAN WARWICK 10 DAY MEGA MEAT SALE 

(STARTS 6TH MARCH - BHDS BIN MARCH) 



yj/CIO.OO 


VsA m 


W£10.00 


L-/S10.00 


L~/£ 10.00 


L~/£5.00 


Lj>/£10.00 


L~/£5.00 


W£5.00 


Bloxwich, High Street WS3 3LH Brierley Hill, Moor Centre, Moor St, DY5 3AH Kidderminster, Coventry St. DY10 2BH Great Bridge, 69 Great Bridge DY4 7HF Kinghurst, The Parade B37 6BB 

01922 477297 01384 265200 01562 752531 0121 520 7358 0121 7703194 

Halesowen, Hagley Street B63 3AA Wednesfield, High Street WV111SZ Sedgley, Dudley Street DY3 ISA Bearwood, Bearwood Road B664BH 16 Market Way, Bilston WV14 ODR 

0121 550 1422 01902 732857 01902 882266 0121 420 3110 01902 495544 
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What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S TV 8.03.14 Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Jonathan Ross 


The Jonathan Ross Show 
ITV, 9.20pm 

Jennifer Hudson has had 
an extraordinary decade. 
From being a runner-up on 
American Idol in 2004, to 
her Grammy-winning 
eponymous debut album, 
and her Oscar, Bafta, and 
Golden Globe-winning 
performance in Dreamgirls, 
she epitomises the 
American Dream. In the 
last of the current series, 
Jennifer drops into the 
studio to promote her UK 
concert for the Free the 
Children charity. Tycoon 
Richard Branson will also 
be discussing a life in 
business and daredevil 
adventures; Sue Perkins 
chats about the success of 
The Great British Bake Off. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Mary Berry 
Cooks. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 
12.45 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 
2.00 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 
Ireland v Italy (Kick-off 2.30pm). 
John Inverdale introduces 
coverage of the opening match in 
the fourth round of the Six Nations 
championship. 4.25 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 4.40 Live 
Six Nations Rugby Union. Scotland 
v France (Kick-off 5.00pm). Gabby 
Logan introduces coverage of the 
second match of the fourth 
weekend of the championship, 
staged at Murrayfield. 

7.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes host the 
final battle show, by the end 
of which Kylie Minogue, Tom 
Jones, Ricky Wilson and 
Will.i.am will be one step 
closer to choosing their acts. 

9.10 The National Lottery Live. 
9.20 Casualty, lain tries to assist 

a distressed ex-Army friend, 
whose paranoia over his wife 
is at breaking point, while 
new nurse Lofty’s keen eye 
helps save a young man. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Highlights 

of the latest Premier League 
clashes, which included 
Chelsea v Tottenham 
Hotspur and West Bromwich 
Albion v Manchester United; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.45The Football League Show. 
Highlights and all the goals 
from today’s fixtures in the 
Championship, League One 
and League Two, including 
Birmingham City v Queens 
Park Rangers. 


1.05 Weatherview. 1.10 BBC News. 


6.30 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 
7.00 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 

7.30 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 
8.00 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 

8.30 Sport Relief’s Top Dog. (R) 
9.00 Live Athletics. 11.30 Escape 
to the Country. (R) 12.15 Talking 
Pictures. 1.00 Film: The Trouble 
with Harry. (1955) 2.35 Film: The 
Man Who Knew Too Much. (1956) 

4.30 Final Score. 5.10 Live 
Athletics. 

8.15 Dad’s Army. Captain 
Mainwaring is determined 
that all his men should be 
well-shod and have battle¬ 
worthy feet, so he starts a 
regimen involving lengthy 
route marches. (R) 

8.45 The Perfect Morecambe & 
Wise. Another selection of 
classic sketches and routines 
from the comedy duo’s 
shows. 

9.15 37 Days. The continental 
owers are pushed to the 
rink of war, and Sir Edward 

Grey seems unsure as to 
whether Britain should keep 
out of the impending conflict. 
Last in the series. 

10.15 Stewart Lee’s Comedy 
Vehicle. Another ramble 
through the mind of the 
comedian. 

10.45 Ql XL. Comedians Cal 
Wilson, Jack Whitehall and 
Jimmy Carr join Stephen Fry 
and regular panellist Alan 
Davies for an extended 
edition of the obscure 
general knowledge quiz. 

11.30 Film: Milk. (2008) Biopic of 
politician and activist Harvey 
Milk, who became America’s 
first openly gay elected 
official in the 1970s. Directed 
by Gus Van Sant and starring 
Sean Penn. 

1.30 Film: Nemesis. (1992) 3.00 
This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.25 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 6.45 Canimals. (R) 
6.55 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.10 Om Nom Stories. (R) 7.15 
Om Nom Stories. (R) 7.20 Sooty. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Dinner Date. (R) 10.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 11.30 The 
Crocodile Hunter Diaries. (R) 12.00 
Live FA Cup Football. 3.00 The 
Illusionists. (R) 4.05 The Chase. 

(R) 5.05 Off Their Rockers. (R) 

5.35 Regional Programme ; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 You’ve Been Framed! 

Strikes Back! Comedy 
compilation of Harry Hill’s 
most off-the-wall 
observations inspired by 
viewers’ home videos, 
featuring potshots at popular 
culture. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo 
play an undercover prank on 
David Dickinson, go head to 
head in another round of Ant 
v Dec and join dance troupe 
the Mazeppa Cossacks in the 
End of the Show Show. 

8.20 The Cube. A teacher and a 
pizza delivery man tackle a 
series of tough challenges, 
from agility tests to skills 
trials, aiming to win a jackpot 
of £250,000. Phillip 
Schofield hosts. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

With Jennifer Hudson, 
Richard Branson, Sue 
Perkins and Elbow. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 FA Cup Highlights. Action 
from the sixth round. 

11.25 All You Can Eat. Supersized 
meals, restaurant challenges 
and eating contests. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247. 


9.00 Live Paralympic Winter 
Games. Further coverage of the 
opening day of events in Russia. 

11.30 The Morning Line. 12.30 
Deal or No Deal. 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park and 
Wolverhampton. 4.10 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.40 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.10 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
6.10 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Paralympic Winter Games 
Highlights. Jonathan 
Edwards and Ade Adepitan 
present a look back at the 
opening day of events in 
Sochi and Krasnaya Polyana, 
Russia, which included 
alpine skiing and wheelchair 
curling. 

7.00 Crufts 2014. Clare 

Balding presents highlights 
from day three of the annual 
dog show held at the NEC in 
Birmingham, featuring 
coverage of the utility and toy 
group judging events. 

9.00 Hostages. Duncan is 

ordered to tie up loose ends 
as investigators get nearer to 
uncovering the conspiracy, 
and the FBI agent takes 
the next step in his master 
plan by giving Ellen the 
poison. 

10.00 Film: X-Men: The Last 

Stand. (2006) The mutant 
heroes battle old ally Jean 
Grey, returned from the dead 
as the destructive and 
seemingly unstoppable 
Phoenix. Superhero sequel, 
starring Hugh Jackman and 
Ian McKellen. 

12.00 Film: Cloverfield. (2008) 
Found-footage monster thriller, 
starring Michael Stahl-David. 

1.35 Blackout. (R) 2.55 Hollyoaks. 
Omnibus. (R) 5.05 Trans World 
Sport. 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Film: 

Zathura: A Space Adventure. 

(2005) Family sci-fi adventure, 
starring Josh Hutcherson and 
Jonah Bobo. 12.00 Film: The Fifth 
Element. (1997) Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Bruce Willis. 2.25 Film: 
Wimbledon. (2004) Romantic 
drama, starring Kirsten 
Dunstand Paul Bettany. 4.10 Film: 
Columbo: The Greenhouse Jungle. 
(1972) Detective drama, starring 
Peter Falk. 5.45 Film: Columbo: 
Double Shock. (1973) Detective 
drama, with Peter Falk and Martin 
Landau. 

7.00 NCIS. An explosion at a 
mausoleum exposes a 
number of freshly 
dismembered bodies, 
prompting the team to begin 
a multiple murder 
investigation. Abby has a 
personal problem to deal 
with. (R) 

8.00 NCIS. A supposedly dead 
marine suddenly regains 
consciousness on the 
autopsy table, leaving the 
team struggling to solve the 
mystery of how he came to 
be in such a strange 
predicament. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 UFC Fight Night London: 

Live. Alexander Gustafsson 
v Jimi Manuwa. Coverage of 
the light heavyweight contest 
at the 02 in London, where 
rising British star Manuwa 
will be looking to record a 
surprise victory. 

12.05 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Benidorm ER. (R) 
4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.25 Make It 
Big. (R) 4.50 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 
5.05 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.20 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky 
Valley Show. (R) 5.40 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes: 
Revenge of the Fifth 7.25 Doctor 
Who 8.15 Top Gear 9.15 Film: 
Blades of Glory. Comedy, starring 
Will Ferrell, Jon Heder, Will Arnett 
and Amy Poehler. (2007) 10.45 
Family Guy 
BBC Four 

7.00 Great Barrier Reef 8.00 Lost 
Kingdoms of South America 9.00 
Salamander 10.35 Totally British 
70s Rock ’n’ Roll 11.35 The Ballad 
of Mott the Hoople 
ITV2 

2.45 Film: Curly Sue (1991) 4.50 
Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big 
Bang (2010)7.00 Film: The 
Incredible Hulk. Comic-book 
adventure, starring Edward Norton. 
(2008) 9.15 Film: The Sweetest 
Thing (2002) 11.10 Film: Pitch 
Black (2000) 

ITV3 

2.50 Film: Columbo: Troubled 
Waters (1975) 4.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 7.00 Rosemary & 
Thyme 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 
Endeavour 11.00 A Touch of Frost 
ITV4 

11.45 Live Darts. The UK Open. 
5.00 Eric Bristow: Sports Life 
Stories 6.00 I Want That Car 7.00 
Live Darts. The UK Open. 11.00 
Film: Jarhead (2005) 

E4 

3.30 The Big Bang Theory: It All 
Started with a Big Bang 4.00 How I 
Met Your Mother 5.00 Rude(ish) 
Tube 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
7.00 How I Met Your Mother 8.00 
The Tomorrow People 9.00 Film: 
Beverly Hills Cop II (1987) 

Film4 

3.05 August Rush (2007) 5.15 The 
Death and Life of Charlie St Cloud 
(2010) 7.05 St Trinian’s (2007) 
9.00 Knight and Day (2010) 11.10 
Vanilla Sky (2001) 


FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 


**/ first realised / was losing my hearing 
when / was struggling to hear the TV. 

/ now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore ** 

\ JSK3 



Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 


□ Mrs □ Ms | | ( F 


(No further addi 
The National Campaign for Bet 
trading name of Amplifon Ltd. 


lope to FREEPOST Amplifon 


The Hearing Aid. Specialists 


Great value coach h olidays 


. Free excursion 






Four nights dinner, 
bed & breakfast 
at the Godolphin 
Hotel, Newquay 
MONDAYS 
17 24, 31 MAR 
14, 28 APR 


GET OUT AND ABOUT 
. St Ives & Perranporth 
. Looe & Polperro 



Newquay 

Tintagel & Padstow 

Bournemouth 

Eastbourne 

Brighton 99p BAR SPECIAL! 
Torquay & Eden Project 
Weston-Super-Mare 
Torquay 
Sand Bay & Bath 


Folkestone ft Eurotunnel to Bruges 
Isle of Wight 

Babbacombe, Seaton & Sidmouth 

Torquay 

Bournemouth 

Eastbourne 

Weston-super-Mare 

Pontins, Brean Sands 

Sand Bay 1960's Cabaret Special 


Blackpool 

Babbacombe, Seaton & Sidmoi 
Llandudno 

Folkestone & Eurotunnel to Bn. 
Isle of Wight 
Newquay. Looe & St Ives 
Bournemouth 

Brighton 99p BAR SPECIAL!!! 
Eastbourne 


Call for brochure 0844 682 0081 

TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 


w w w.t ra velsty letou rs.co.uk 


Weekend Breaks 

from 

£ 59.95 


£129.95 
£189.95 
£129.95 
£119.95 
£179.95 
£139.95 
£119.95 
£119.95 
NOW £159.95 
Bournemouth, Roundhouse FULL BOARD! £169.95 


Windermere 

& Todmorden Market 

22 Mar, 12 Apr, 10 May, 5 Jul 

Peak District 

& Olde Worlde Cheshire 

10 May, 21 Jun, 5 Jul, 2, 23 Aug 




Llandudno & Chester 

Elvis Tribute N ight Whitehouse 




Blackpool 

Grasmere & Windermere 

28 Mar. 30 May, 27 Jun. 26 Sep 


£109.95 

£99.95 

£119.95 

£119.95 

£79*95 
NOW £129.95 


Cardiff & Bath 

Murder Mystery Weekend 

26 Apr, 7 Jun, 26 Jul, 20 Sep 

Mersey Cruise 

Beatles Tour & Chester 

22 Mar, 12, 26 Apr, 24 May 


£119.95 

£139.95 

£129.95 

£129.95 

£129.95 

£149.95 

£129.95 

£179.95 

£119.95 


Bath & Dean Forest Steam 

Plus coffee ft cake on board! 

3 May, 19 Jul, 2 Aug, 20 Sep 






Isle of Wight 

Royal Pier/ 1 

Hotels 

BBSF- 

Southport 

Britannia Hotel, 
Standish 

2 FREE COACH TRIPS, 
KESWICK, GRASMERE. 
KENDAL, MORECAMBE. 
SOUTHPORT 

Keswick & 7 Lakes , 

EESM dinn^bed 

MONDAYS & breakfast [ 

21 Apr, 19 May, 9, 30 Jun, 

28 Jul, 4,18 Aug. 1. 15 Sep 

[ 2 FOR K f I 


LONGLEAT 

&BATH 

JERSEY BOYS 

LONDON 

LET IT BE j 

LIVERPOOL 

19 Apr, 17 May 2 days 

29 Mar, 27 Sep 2 days 

RRB! 

12 Apr 2 days j 

LEGOLAND 

b LONDON 

LONDON 

FREEDOM WEEKEND 

SETTLE-CARLISLE 1 

RAILWAY & HAWORTH j 

3 May, 21 Jun 2 days 

22,29 Mar 2 days 

7 Jun, 12 Jul 2 days j 

i 

EXETER 
& TORQUAY 

DISNEYLAND 
PARIS •• 

STONEHENGE i 

6 WEYMOUTH 

29 Mar 26 Apr 2 days 

various dates 4/5 days 

^ urn 

2,23 May 4 days j 




• Downton Abbey 

• Dorset Steam Fair 

• Tail Ships 

• Edinburgh Tattoo 



• Buckingham Palace • Harry Potter at Warners 

• Chelsea/Hampton Court/Southport/Harrogate/Arley/ 

• Blackpool Lights • Ideal Home • 1940's weekends 

• Miss Saigon • Phantom • Wicked 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


ASEConcern 

Stourbridge & Halesowen 

Our Centre Manager would like to meet 
with tutors or leaders who may be available 
to instruct a weekly activity of LINE 
DANCING at The Elton Centre, off Parkfield 
Road, Stourbridge, for either Wednesday 
afternoons, Friday mornings/afternoons or 
Saturday afternoons. 

We have a beautiful hall with restaurant facilities 
which lends itself to this form of activity for the 
young at heart. 

ZUMBA Leaders a possibility also 

Tel: 01384 443298 or 07802 612146 to meet with the Centre Manager 


P— 4 . \ 



USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bisoii^ 

Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

BS) 1E3 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 


Short breaks, holidays and 
long haul adventures to 
destinations near and far 




See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Brought to you by the EXDfeSS & Staf 
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What’s On! 

SUNDAY’S TV 9 . 03.14 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Jeremy Clarkson 

Top Gear: Burma Special 
BBC2, 8pm 

The first of a two-part 
programme in which Jeremy 
Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May 
are challenged to build a 
bridge over the River Kwai 
in Thailand. In orderto do 
that, however, they have to 
drive across Burma, a 
country that has been 
largely closed to Westerners 
for more than 40 years, and 
must make the trip in three 
lorries, each bought sight 
unseen from the internet on 
a limited budget. What 
follows is an epic journey of 
beautiful scenery, regular 
adversity, ongoing 
malfunction and the 
constant bickering of the 
three men. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the 

Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 

Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 

11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 

Wanted Down Under. (R) 1.00 BBC 

News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 

(R) 1.45 Escape to the Country. (R) 

2.30 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 

5.00 Deadly on a Mission: Pole to 

Pole. 5.30 Songs of Praise. 

6.05 BBC News 

6.30 Blandings. Clarence grows a 
raggedy beard, much to the 
dismay of Freddie, who 
worries he has little chance 
of impressing Hollywood 
starlet Pauline Petite if his 
father looks like an old 
tramp. 

7.00 Countryfile. Reports on the 
latest rural developments. 
Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. A new 

friendship grows for Jenny 
when she is introduced to a 
patient’s male cousin, while 
Chummy discovers her 
mother has discharged 
herself from hospital. Last in 
the series. 

9.00 The Musketeers. A young 
girl is killed after being hit by 
the royal carriage, and the 
Musketeers’ investigations 
lead them to an extraordinary 
woman condemned to death 
for witchcraft. 

10.00 BBC News 

10.25 Film: Bruce Almighty. 

(2003) God tires of a 
reporter’s constant 
complaining, so passes on 
His powers to give him a 
taste of real responsibility. 
Comedy, with Jim Carrey, 
Morgan Freeman and 
Jennifer Aniston. 

12.00 Film: Forget Me Not. (2010) 

1.30 Weatherview. 1.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.15 Film: 

Son of Kong. (1933) 7.15 Monty 
Don’s Italian Gardens. (R) 8.15 
Countryfile. (R) 9.15 Gardeners’ 
World. (R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.15 James Martin: 
Home Comforts. (R) 12.00 Michel 
Roux’s Service. (R) 1.00 Michel 
Roux’s Service. (R) 2.00 Live 
Athletics. 

6.00 Flog It! Trade Secrets. 

Advice on making money 
from antiques and 
collectibles. (R) 

6.30 Mystery of the Moor. 

Investigating Bronze Age 
burial items discovered on 
Dartmoor. 

7.00 Wild Burma: Nature’s Lost 
Kingdom. A team of film¬ 
makers from the BBC’s 
Natural History Unit and 
scientists from America’s 
Smithsonian Institution 
venture into Burma’s jungles 
to catalogue its species. (R) 
8.00 Top Gear: Burma Special. 
Part one of two. Jeremy 
Clarkson, Richard Hammond 
and James May travel 
through the wilds of Burma 
as they take three lorries on 
one of their toughest 
challenges to date. 

9.00 Fast and Fearless: Britain’s 
Banger Racers. Part one of 
two. Documentary following 
drivers at the Arena Essex 
Raceway. 

10.00 Mock the Week Looks Back 
at Travel . Another themed 
selection from the show’s 
archives. (R) 

10.35 Line of Duty. R) 

11.35 Film: The Killing Fields. 
(1984) Fact-based drama, 
starring Sam Waterston. 

1.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

2.45 Holby City. (R) 3.45 Silk. (R) 

4.45 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.25 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 6.45 Canimals. (R) 
6.55 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.10 Om Norn Stories. (R) 7.15 
Om Norn Stories. (R) 7.20 Sooty. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 10.25 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 11.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.30 The Crocodile 
Hunter Diaries. (R) 12.30 River 
Monsters. (R) 1.30 Live FA Cup 
Football. 4.20 Film: Live and Let 
Die. (1973) 

6.35 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip 

Schofield and Christine 
Bleakley present the last-ever 
final, and a show full of 
surprises is promised as the 
three remaining celebrities 
battle it out. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry deals 

with a raft of problems on his 
return from Berlin - not least 
the news of Henri’s arrest - 
while Delphine provides the 
beleaguered staff with a 
much-needed morale boost. 
10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 Birds of a Feather. Tracey 

and Sharon worry about their 
future. Last in the series. (R) 

10.45 FA Cup Highlights. Action 
from today’s matches in the 
sixth round, which were 
Manchester City v Wigan 
Athletic, Hull City v 
Sunderland and Sheffield 
United v Charlton Athletic. 

11.45 Anglo-Welsh Cup Rugby 
Union. Northampton Saints 
v Saracens and Bath v Exeter 
Chiefs. 

12.40 The Store. 2.40 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 4.10 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 Live Paralympic Winter 
Games. Coverage of the second 
day of events in Sochi and 
Krasnaya Polyana, Russia. 11.00 
Live Paralympic Winter Games. 
Further coverage of the second day 
of events in Russia. 2.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 3.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 3.30 How I Met 
Your Mother. 4.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 4.30 The Simpsons. (R) 5.00 
Deal or No Deal. 

6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Paralympic Winter Games 
Highlights. Jonathan 
Edwards and Ade Adepitan 
present a look back at the 
second day of events in 
Sochi and Krasnaya Polyana, 
Russia, which included 
alpine skiing and wheelchair 
curling. 

7.00 Crufts 2014: Best in Show. 

Clare Balding presents 
highlights from the fourth 
and final day of Crufts, and 
the results of the 2014 dog 
hero, friends for life and best 
in show are announced. Last 
in the series. 

9.00 Film: One Day. (2011) 
Premiere. The 20-year 
friendship between two 
university graduates is 
explored through the 
anniversaries of their first 
meeting. Romantic drama, 
with Anne Hathaway and Jim 
Sturgess. 

11.05 Film: Working Girl. (1988) 
Comedy, starring Melanie 
Griffith. 

1.15 The Good Wife. (R) 2.00 One 
Born Every Minute. (R) 2.55 
Supernanny US. (R) 3.35 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 4.30 River 
Cottage Bites. (R) 4.50 Freesports 
on 4. 5.15 Arenacross. 5.45 Live 
Paralympic Winter Games. 
Coverage of the third day of events 
in Sochi. 


FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.40 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.00 Milkshake! Show Songs. (R) 
7.05 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 

7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 7.40 City 
of Friends. (R) 7.50 Milkshake! Bop 
Box. (R) 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 

8.10 The Adventures of Bottle Top 
Bill and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 

8.25 Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.35 
Bert and Ernie’s Great Adventures. 
(R) 8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers Super Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Power Rangers Megaforce. (R) 
11.00 Access. (R) 11.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.05 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 1.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away! (R) 2.00 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 3.00 Film: Forever 
Young. (1992) 5.05 5 News 
Weekend. 5.10 Film: Big Mommas: 
Like Father, Like Son. (2011) 

7.10 Film: Hancock. (2008) 
Superhero comedy, starring 
Will Smith. 

9.00 Film: Blade: Trinity. (2004) 
The vampire hunter and a 
team of ruthless human 
sidekicks face a showdown 
with Dracula himself. Action 
thriller sequel, starring 
Wesley Snipes, Jessica Biel 
and Ryan Reynolds. 

11.00 Film: Beowulf. (2007) 

Motion-capture animated 
fantasy, starring Ray 
Winstone. 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.05 The Lost 
Orphan: A Home for Mirela. (R) 
4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.20 Make It 
Big. (R) 4.50 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 
5.05 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 The Voice UK 9.15 Hair10.15 
Family Guy 10.55 Bluestone 42 

11.25 American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Golden Age of Steam 
Railways 8.00 Shooting the 
Hollywood Stars 9.00 Good Swan, 
Bad Swan: Dancing Swan Lake 
10.00 The Sky at Night 10.30 Film: 
We Have a Pope (2011) 

ITV2 

2.10 Film: Nanny McPhee and the 
Big Bang (2010) 4.25 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway 5.40 
Film: Scooby-Doo 2: Monsters 
Unleashed (2004) 7.30 Film: 
Batman & Robin. Comic-book 
adventure, starring George Clooney. 
(1997) 10.00 The Only Way Is 
Essex 10.50 Party Wright Around 
the World 11.50 The Big Reunion 
2014 

ITV3 

2.45 Film: Columbo: Forgotten 
Lady (1975) 4.45 Lewis 6.55 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 It’ll Be 
Alright on the Night 10.00 Inspector 
Morse 

ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts. The UK Open. 

5.00 Police, Camera, Action! 6.00 
Storage Wars 7.00 Live Darts. The 
UK Open. 11.00 The Power of Darts 

E4 

3.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
4.00 The Tomorrow People 5.00 
Troy 6.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.30 
The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: 
Employee of the Month (2006) 

10.10 The Big Bang Theory 10.40 
How I Met Your Mother 

Film4 

3.00 Silent Running (1972) 4.50 
Clueless (1995) 6.45 Dear John 
(2010) 8.50 Never Let Me Go 
Special 9.00 Good Morning, 
Vietnam (1987) 11.20 The Hills 
Have Eyes 2 (2007) 


Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


* * / first realised / was losing my hearing 
when / was struggling to hear the TV. 

/ now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore ** 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 





Worcestershire Prostate 
Awareness Group 

FREE P.S.A. BLOOD TEST 
FOR MEN AGED OVER 45 

Fairfield Village Hall, 

Fairfield, Bromsgrove B61 9LH 

Saturday 8th March 2014 
9.30am to 1.00pm 

St Thomas’s Church Hall, 

Market Street, Stourbridge 

Saturday 15th March 2014 
9.30am to 1.00pm 

HERE’S A CHANCE FOR YOU TO CHECK 

THE HEALTH OF YOUR PROSTATE AND 

TALK TO A CONSULTANT UROLOGIST 

To arrange a test: please phone 07817 083492 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices T 


Pick of the Week 


Monday 

Lock Up, Channel 5,11pm 

A convict is transferred to a maximum security prison, 
where he falls foul of a sadistic warden with a grudge 
against him - and who abuses his position of power to 
make the inmate’s life a misery and destroy his good 
relationship with the guards. Thriller, starring Sylvester 
Stallone, Donald Sutherland, Darlanne Fluegel and Tom 
Sizemore. (1989) 

Tuesday 

McBride: Murder Past Midnight, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The crusading lawyer is called up for jury duty in the 
case of a woman thought to have poisoned her 
wealthy husband. However, he ends up reluctantly 
agreeing to defend the accused when she is retried. 
Mystery, starring John Larroquette, Marta DuBois and 
Matt Lutz. (2005) 

Wednesday 

The Sea Inside, Channel 4,12.50am 

Fact-based drama about a fisherman who is paralysed 
from the neck down in a diving accident. After spending 
years dependent on others to take care of him, he 
decides to fight for the legal right to end his own life. 
Starring Javier Bardem, Belen Rueda, Lola Duenas, 
Mabel Ribera, Celso Bugallo, Clara Segura and Joan 
Dalmau. In Spanish, Catalan and Galician. (2004) 



Thursday 

My Week with Marilyn, BBC2, 9pm 

A film student gets a job as a production assistant on 
the set of movie The Prince and the Showgirl. He bears 
witness to the clash of conflicting personalities between 
leads Marilyn Monroe and Laurence Olivier, and 
becomes a confidant of the troubled, lonely Hollywood 
actress. Fact-based drama, starring Michelle Williams, 
Eddie Redmayne and Kenneth Branagh. (2011) 

Friday 

The Last Station, BBC2,11.05pm 

A naive young man is appointed as the private secretary 
to the ageing Leo Tolstoy in 1910, but finds himself in 
the middle of a bitter conflict. The writer has embraced 
strong socialist and pacifist principles and wishes to 
leave everything to the people - but his wife does not 
want to give up his legacy. Period drama, with James 
McAvoy, Christopher Plummer and Helen Mirren. (2009) 

Drillbit Taylor, Channel 4,12.55am 

Three kids fall foul of the local bully on their first day at 
high school, so they advertise for a bodyguard. They 
end up hiring a man who turns out to be a low-rent 
mercenary, but discover their new-found protector is not 
quite the hardened soldier of fortune he claims to be. 
Comedy, starring Owen Wilson. (2008) 


The nurses who deliver 
more than Just babies 


T he midwives will have to deliver 
some bad news this week - it’s 
the last in the current series. 

And that will leave over eight million 
fans wondering exactly what to do 
with their Sunday evenings. 

But just why has this tale of East 
End London in the days before the 
contraceptive pill been such a hit, 
while other, more hyped dramas, 
struggle to get half as many viewers? 

Helen George, who plays the 
convent’s resident blonde bombshell 
Trixie, has a couple of theories. 

“I think it’s partly because of the 
original memoirs that were written by 
Jennifer Worth. She’d created such 
beautiful stories and her memoirs 
were so wonderful, and then Heidi 
Thomas continued that when she 
adapted it for the screen, so I think it 
begins with the writing and the stories. 
If you’ve got a good story to tell, 
people want to listen. 

‘And then from that, the cast has 
been really great - it’s wonderful that 
people like Pam Ferris and Miranda 
Hart wanted to do it. 

And I think it’s a period of history 
that hasn’t really been focused on in 


primetime TV, so there’s an interest 
in that.” 

There’s also an interest in the 
clothes, which Helen admits she’s 
shares. “We’ve had an amazing 
costume designer, and I’m told 
vintage fashions suit me - it’s a period 
that really accentuates a woman’s 
curves. 

‘They hold you in all the right 
places, so it’s quite flattering, although 
it’s tough to eat on set sometimes - 
I’m sewn into my dresses and trousers 
because they are so tight. I’m thinking 
‘I can’t even sit down properly, so 
eating pasta probably wasn’t a good 
idea...’” 

But while the mix of babies, Fifties 
frocks and cycling nuns may sound a 
bit twee, regular viewers will know that 
the show can also be hard-hitting - 
and some of those medical scenes 
aren’t for the faint of heart. 

Luckily, filming them isn’t too much 
of an ordeal. Helen laughs: “It doesn’t 
bother me, although I’m sure if in real 
life I was ever faced with one of these 
situations I’d be passing out on the 
floor. “Whilst it looks very realistic on 
the screen, we have this thing where 



the midwife on set holds a condom 
over the actress who’s pretending to 
give birth, and she pops it when their 
waters break. You can’t really feel 
squeamish because it’s just a condom 
full of water!” 

So, bear that in mind during any 
particularly graphic scenes in this 
episode as Jenny pays a visit to first¬ 
time mother Jeanette. 

The two women quickly establish a 
rapport, which is just as well, as 
Jeanette needs frequent visits - and if 
that allows Jenny to see more of the 
mum-to-be’s cousin Philip, that’s just a 
perk of the job. 

Do we sense another stylish Fifties 
wedding in the offing, or are we 
getting a bit ahead of ourselves? 

Elsewhere, it looks like Chummy’s 
nursing skills may be needed closer to 
home, as she discovers Lady Browne 
has discharged herself from hospital, 
leaving her daughter in despair. 

The mums of Poplar have learned 
to heed Chummy’s advice, so why 
won’t her own mother listen to her? 

judy S parfitt R aiso stlr nny Agutter and Miranda Hart stars in Call the Midwife, Sunday, BBC1,8pm 


Best of the Rest 


Monday 
DCI Banks 
ITV, 9pm 

In the conclusion of a two-parter, and the current 
series, Alan’s colleagues are tracking Tracy’s phone 
records in the hope of getting a lead. While 
searching for his abducted daughter, Banks 
pressures Al to lead him to Jaffar, aka ‘Jaff; but his 
request proves fruitless. Eventually Al does offer to 
help - at a price - and the detective considers 
breaking all the rules to meet his demands. 
Meanwhile, Morton is suspended following the 
result of Cabbot’s internal investigation. With her 
job hanging by a thread, Tracy’s life in danger and 
Banks ‘in a bad place’ as his relationship with 
Annie is close to snapping, the DCI is going to 
have to move heaven and earth to keep his family 
and colleagues together. 

The Michael McIntyre Chat Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

Award-winning Michael McIntyre gives Graham 
Norton and Alan Carr a run for their money this 
week as he joins the ranks of comedian/chat show 
host. Hopefully he’ll be able to get some top tips 
from veteran broadcaster Terry Wogan. Pop star 
Lily Allen faced the benign wrath of Miriam 
Margolyes the other week on Graham’s Friday 
night show, so hopefully she’ll be a little more 
animated here while plugging her new single Air 
Balloon. And Alan Sugar is always good fun on 
Norton’s show, so let’s hope McIntyre gets the best 
from him as well, or perhaps he’ll be the one 
hearing those two fearful words which round off 
most editions of The Apprentice. 


Tuesday 
Shetland 
BBC1, 9pm 

Following its successful debut series last year, 
Shetland is back for a new run of three two-part 
stories. Yes, we know TV isn’t exactly short of crime 
dramas, but this one promises to be a cut above 
the rest, and this time around, the adaptations of 
best-selling author Ann Cleeves’ books will be a 
little darker and more atmospheric. Douglas 
Henshall is back as Dl Jimmy Perez, and the 
opening instalment guest stars Scottish stalwart 
Brian Cox. 

Wednesday 
Law & Order: UK 
ITV, 9pm 

Once we get over that Shard-centric intro - the 
most ubiquitous building in any London-based 
drama these days - the new run of Dick Wolf’s 
Blighty-based saga grabs the viewer with a car 
chase involving an Astra pinched from 
Kentish Town. However, thanks to a 
shock development, the car being 
pursued comes to a sudden stop, as 
does the twentysomething driver’s 
life. A discovery in his boot proves 
even more shocking: a man in his 
sixties who may have already been 
dead when he was put there. New 
arrival DS Joe Hawkins (Ben 
Bailey Smith) tries to discover 
who the deceased was and how 
he died. Tricky as the deceased 
has no hands or teeth. 


Astronauts: Living in Space 
Channel 4,9pm 

This new three-part documentary explores what it 
is like to live and work outside the Earth’s 
atmosphere for months at a time. The stars of the 
show are astronauts Rick Mastracchio, Koichi 
Wakata and Mike Hopkins. They’ll be revealing the 
effects of microgravity on their bodies, and 
demonstrate how everyday tasks such as eating, 
sleeping and washing are completed while 
weightless. We also get a rare insight into the 
International Space Station; how NASA supports 
the crews and families during their missions, and 
how astronauts adjust back to life on Earth. 

The next part can be seen on 
Thursday (March 13). 

Thursday 
Holiday Hit Squad 
11 Takes a Thief to Catch a 
Thief 

^ Channel 5, 8pm 

I lf you missed the first instalment 
of this new series last week, it 
follows reformed master thief 
{ Richard Taylor and policeman 
| Will Davies as they show 
I retailers how to deal with the 
1 shoplifters who are pinching 
B their profits. This week, the 
■ duo are in Romford to visit a 
B designer clothing store, and 
■ find that while managers 
■ Amber and Lou 

may be feisty, 


Law & Order: UK, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 


they are no match for organised gangs of thieves - 
especially as there’s no CCTV to help them. Can a 
new consignment of security gadgets, and a 
masterclass from Richard in the tricks of the 
shoplifting trade cut down on the pilfering? 

Friday 

Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
Channel 4, 8pm 

It took years to get established as a lucrative movie 
and TV franchise, but now the Marvel universe is 
expanding like a loaf with too much yeast. As any 
fan will tell you, Phil Coulson (Clark Gregg) was 
apparently killed before the battle of New York 
during Avengers Assemble, but following his 
resurrection in this show last year, fans are 
desperate to see how he came back from the 
dead. Hopefully we’ll find out a few answers this 
week as Coulson is grilled by the Centipede 
organisation. 

Jonathan Creek 
BBC1, 9pm 

Despite his wife’s phone call promising a low-key 40th 
birthday party, the lucky Home Office junior Minister 
at the heart of this final mystery has a real surprise in 
store: a marquee, loads of gathered friends, and 
state-of-the-art music to entertain the masses. Except 
the team from mobile music providers'Sound Trax’ 
never quite make it to the event, and for the problem¬ 
solving genius organising the event she has no idea 
she’s about to be kidnapped. Jonathan deduces that 
she may manage to send some coded SOS to the 
outside world. Could the phrase ‘Waste not...’ be the 
clue to cracking the case? 


Is Your Old Suite 

Looking a little tired and worn??? 


FULL 

RE-UPHOLSTERY. 

SERVICE 


35 Years 
Experience 
All Work 
Guaranteed 
iooo’s of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent 
Service 
Discount 
for OAPs 

Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye, Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

OI384 892OI8 

Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 



"THE DORSET COAST EXPRESS" 


^SSssSsitt 

L1& Cor S° uSof L18 0HR.ABTA No.YOW^ 


SATURDAY 21 ST JUNE (DAY EXCURSION BY CHARTER TRAIN) 

TO THE NEW FOREST, BOURNEMOUTH & WEYMOUTH 
RUNNING DIRECT FROM: HEREFORD, LEDBURY, GT MALVERN, WORCESTER, DROITWICH, KIDDERMINSTER, 
STOURBRIDGE, ROWLEY REGIS, BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL, COVENTRY, RUGBY, NORTHAMPTON & MILTON KEYNES 

Up to 4 hours at long-time popular Bournemouth are requested, where there are golden sandy beaches, plenty of eating places, as well as all the usual fun and 
attractions including the pier and amusements, or enjoy the local museums, parks and gardens at your leisure! Alternatively take a shorter break in Weymouth 
where the seafront is a relatively short stroll from the station. The views from the bay are spectacular, stretching across the horizon taking in the World Heritage 
Jurassic Coastline. Our return sees us tackle Upwey Bank which, as well passing picturesque landscapes is one of the toughest railway inclines in England. 


Compass ours 


| 


I 



Venues 

Grab Your Slice 

Only In 



To advertise every Friday call one of our helpful advisors on 


01902 319191 
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Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


1 14 


2 15 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

K 

2 

U 

3 

E 

4 

J 

5 

Y 

6 

T 

7 

L 

8 

G 

9 

Q 

10 

1 

1 1 

F 

12 

S 

13 

c 

14 

D 

15 

X 

16 

B 

17 

P 

18 

V 

19 

M 

20 

R 

21 

W 

22 

H 

23 

A 

24 

Z 

25 

o 

26 

N 


3 16 


4 17 


5 18 


6 19 


o 


7 20 


8 21 


9 22 


L 


10 


23 


11 24 


12 25 


13 26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 


Across 

6. He doesn’t give 
much away (7) 

7. Let in or out (5) 

9. It became yours (3) 
10. Possibly ample 
here, but it doesn’t 
last long (9) 

12. Are those on it 
making an empty 
protest? (6,5) 

15. Flighty artist’s 
model (7,4) 

17. Such speed could 
be fatal (9) 

19. Margaret shortly 
turned to stone (3) 

21. Polar story heard 
too often? (5) 

22. A record? Yes, of 
course (3,4) 


Down 

1. Seeing sense (5) 

2. Get on in stages (3) 

3. Decline and fall (4) 

4. Unemployed crew 
with mischievous 
potentialities (4,5) 

5. Cafe and an inn 
combine somehow 
to make money (7) 

8. Moving spirit (6) 

11. It circulates records 

(9) 

13. Vegetables on the 
course (6) 

14. Render an account 
(7) 

16. Opted to change a 
storehouse (5) 

18. Meat axe (4) 

20. A current recession 
(3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Incapacitate (7) 

7. Postpone (5) 

9. Non-professional (3) 


Down 

1. Essential (5) 

2. Prohibit (3) 

3. Scheme (4) 

4. Stupid (9) 


10. Unremitting (9) 

12. Stamp collector (11) 
15. Dispute (11) 

17. Sycophant (9) 

19. Artful (3) 

21. Pretence (5) 

22. Free (7) 


5. Sorrow (7) 

8. Determine (6) 
11. Stimulant (9) 

13. Slacken (6) 

14. Big rock (7) 
16. Embrace (5) 
18. Regular (4) 
20. Wager (3) 


Puzzler 

Sudoku 


2 




8 



4 

5 

3 


4 


9 








3 


7 


8 




6 

7 




2 



4 

1 




8 




2 


8 


4 

5 


6 


6 


1 


8 






3 




2 


8 

7 

5 



2 



1 

3 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

6 I 3 I 7 I 5 I 1 I 8 I 9 I 2 I 4 

941 762358 

8541 36297 

1 8 4 5 

IT IT IT ^ IT 

275981 463 

4863251 79 

3 1 1 9[6 4 7[5 8 2 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Hunting season; 8 Con¬ 
tinue; 9 Deed; 10 Weasel; 12 Ordeal; 14 Anklet; 
16 Damson; 18 Aria; 20 Generate; 22 High and 
mighty. Down: 1 European; 2 States; 3 Anon; 4 
Asteroid; 5 Raided; 6 Bole; 11 Litigant; 13 Apos¬ 
tate; 15 Loathe; 17 Mirage; 19 Rail; 21 Name. 
QUICK - Across: 7 Indispensable; 8 Dispense; 

9 Room; 10 Caress; 12 Talent; 14 Recess; 16 
Remote; 18 Chic; 20 Effusive; 22 Dispassionate. 
Down: 1 Indicate; 2 Simple; 3 Open; 4 Ancestor; 
5 Barrel; 6 Also; 11 Suspense; 13 Nativity; 15 
Escape; 17 Musing; 19 Hail; 21 Fair. 



This product has not been proven by a Clinical Trial 


Spjj* The Sound of Silence 

iHnf This Just might be what 

„„ ,, you are looking for 

Dorit know how it 

works but it does, Available at Boots, your local pharmacy 

it’s amazing” Online at 3ITiazori.CO.uk or www.goodnightsnoring.co.uk 


it’s amazing” 

Simon B 



Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 


Departures most weekends 


Selected weekend departures 


Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in 
the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a 
Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 


Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before 
heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). Or 
the Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 


Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham 
New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday 
morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights 
stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 


Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer 
London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). 

Pick ups points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The "from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply, for all breaks 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


London Theatre Breaks 


For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Tel: 01384 277701 Fax: 01384 277720 


BRIERLEY HILL PENSNETT 



KINGSWINFORD 


KINGSWINFORD 
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KINGS ROAD 
£525 pcm* 

Mid Terrace Property, Two 
Reception Rooms, Kitchen, 
Two Bedrooms, Bathroom with 
Shower, Gas Central Heating, 
Double Glazing, Rear Garden, 
Unfurnished 


I CAMBERLEY ROAD 
I £675 pcm* 

I Semi-Detached House, Lounge, 

I Kitchen/Diner, Three Bedrooms, 

I Bathroom, Gas Central Heating, 

I Double Glazing, Single Garage, 

I Off Road Parking, Front & Rear 
^Gardens, Unfurnished _ 


I CLIFTON ROAD 
I £575 pcm* 

I Semi-Detached House, Lounge/ 
I Diner, Kitchen, Three Bedrooms, 
I Bathroom with shower, Gas 
I Central Heating, Front & Rear 
^Garden, Garage, Unfurnished 


| QUEEN STREET 
I £475 pcm* 

1 Large First Floor Flat. Entrance 
I Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, One 
I Double Bedroom, Gas Central 
I Heating, Bathroom with Walk in 
I Cupboard, Double Glazing, Part 
1 Furnished, Maintained Gardens. 
[noDSS. _ 


(*Administration/application fees will apply) 




60a Manor Park, Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 8AG 

www.selectsalesandlettings.com 




rProperty 


Extended five-bedroom 
semi-detached home 



AN extended five-bedroom 
semi-detached property in a 
highly regarded village loca¬ 
tion adjoining open fields to 
the rear is available. 

Priced £239,950, 37 Westhead 
Road, Cookley, has a lounge, sepa¬ 
rate dining room to rear, kitchen, 
large utility area, integral garage 
with pit, five excellent bedrooms, 
bathroom and separate WC. 

This extended house has large 
rear garden,which enjoys a sunny 
south-westerly aspect and directly ad¬ 
joins grazing meadows to the rear at 
Lea Castle Farm. Call Allan, Morris 
and Jones on 01562 747755 for details. 



This maisonette comes 
with some great views 



A part-furnished first floor 
two bedroomed maisonette 
in Hermit Street, Upper Gor- 
nal, Dudley is available to 
rent through Trinity Property 
at £450 pcm (£104 pw). 

A non-estate home which is 
not overlooked from the rear, has 
great views from the front and 
gardens it’s accommodation brief¬ 
ly comprises a fitted kitchen with 
wood effect units and contrasting 
work surfaces, a sink and wood ef¬ 
fect flooring, a lounge with wood 
effect flooring, windows giving 
views, a brick chimney breast and 
stove, two double bedrooms, a 
bathroom and secure entry. 

It is available now. Contact Trinity 
Property of 21 Wolverhampton St, 
Dudley on 01384 213395 or visit www. 
trinityproperty. net 
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Drivetime 


New special edition Fiat 500L 


By Sharon Walters 

The Fiat 500L range goes from 
strength to strength in 2014 with 
a new special edition, new en¬ 
gine variants and new optional 
equipment. 

The new Fiat 500L Beats Edition 
blends cutting-edge technology with 
a cool, urban look, combining the 
chunky go-anywhere styling of the 
500L Trekking with an eye-catching, 
two-tone, grey/black colour scheme 
finished in a choice of gloss and matte 
finishes. 

Further styling enhancements include 
17in alloy wheels, wheel arch extensions, 
side skirts and bumper inserts, all fin¬ 
ished in black, as well as mirror fairings, 
front ‘whiskers’ and the tailgate handle 
in satin chrome. Red brake callipers and 
red inserts in the mirror fairings complete 


the distinctive “Beats” look.The interior 
of the Fiat 500L Beats Edition has also 
been enhanced with automatic dual-zone 
climate control as standard, as well as a 
matte-grey dashboard panel and a To¬ 
tal Black interior pack which includes 
special black fabric/eco-leather seat 
upholstery complete with red, embroi¬ 
dered ‘500’ logos on the front backrests. 

A premium BeatsAudio audio system is 
also standard, employing the latest Beats by 
Dr Dre technology to provide a rich, immer¬ 
sive listening experience for all occupants. 

Based around the Fiat 500L Trek¬ 
king, the new 500L Beats Edition also 
features the Trekking’s revised sus¬ 
pension, mud and snow tyres, City 
Brake Control and Fiat’s Traction + trac¬ 
tion control system as standard. 

Additional features include rear 
electric windows, front fog lights, 
a touchscreen Uconnect infotain¬ 
ment system, automatic headlights, 
rain sensors and rear privacy glass. 




The Fiat 500L Beats Edition is available 
with two petrol engines, the new 120hp 1.4 
T-Jet and the 105hp 0.9 TwinAir Turbo, as well 
as two turbo-diesel power plants: the 105hp 
1.6 MultiJet II and new 120hp 1.6 MultiJet II. 

The EU6-approved, 1.6 MultiJet II tur¬ 
bo-diesel engine is equipped with a varia¬ 
ble geometry turbocharger, developed by 
Honeywell, and develops 120hp at 3,750 
rpm and 320Nm of torque at 1,750 rpm. 

Top speed increases to 117mph (up from 
112mph with the 105hp engine) while the 
0-62mph sprint is now dispatched in 10.7 
seconds (versus 11.3 seconds). Combined 
consumption dips only slightly to 61.4mpg 


(versus 62.8mpg) while C02 emissions of 
120 g/km (+3g/km) ensure it remains in the 
same tax and BIK band as the 105hp engine. 

The EU6-ready 1.4 T-Jet petrol offers an iden¬ 
tical 120hp at5,000rpm but its maximum 215Nm 
of torque is available from just 2,500rpm, en¬ 
suring a broad and flexible performance range. 

Top speed is 117mph while the 0-62mph 
dash takes just 10.2 seconds, with com¬ 
bined-cycle fuel economy figure of 
40.9mpg and C02 emissions of 159 g/km. 

These new engines will go on sale in the UK in 
mid-March with pricing to be announced shortly. 

Finally, for 2014, two new packs are now 
available on the FIAT 500L and 500L MPW. 


The new “Premium Pack” offers £1,720-worth 
of luxury equipment for just £1,300. 

Full beige or grey leather upholstery; a 
ParkView rear parking camera and a five-inch 
touchscreen Uconnect system with DAB and 
satellite navigation are all included in the pack, 
which is offered on the Lounge model only. 

In addition, a new “Living Pack”, comprising 
heated front seats, height adjustable front seats, 
driver- and passenger-seat adjustable lumbar 
support and a front arm rest, can be combined with 
the Premium Pack for an additional £450 - this de¬ 
livers a saving for the custome of £125 versus the 
standard combined price of these two options. 


- Motor Market— 

OVER TOO CARS IN STOCK 


59 Reg 

05 Reg 

Tigra Sport 

07 Reg 

■ 2071.6 HDI 
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Scenic Auto 
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Vauxhall Corsa 
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' Peugeot 107 
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Peugeot 307 
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Astra Design 
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' Toyota Aygo 
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Finance Example-Cash Price £4995. Less Cash or Part Exchange Deposit £500. Amount of Credit £4495. TVPIPAI 1(1 ■*0/, ADD 

Total Amount Payable £5999.20. 60 Monthly Payments of £99.82 or 260 Weekly Payments of £23.04. ■ iriUIU. ■ U.U /□ fir II 

^ . ■ . . Proud Sponsors 

www.motor-market.net <r-..« 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB ^|S!5!2 

01384 411119 



Citroen: 

11 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Red 16k 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Airdream Blue 27k 

61 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 13k 
60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 29k 

56 C4 1.6 SX5dr Silver 51k 

59 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver 12k 

59 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 29k 
10 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 15k 

57 C4 Picasso 1.8 VTR+ Grey 47k 

07 C6 2.7 HDI Lignage Auto Silver 80k 

Nissan 

60 Cube 1.6 Kaizen Silver 31k 

61 Juke 1.6 DIG-T Tekna White 12k 
60 Note 1.4 N-Tec Silver 12k 

08 Note 1.4 Visia Silver 38K 
60 Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Red 31k 
60 Note 1.5 DCI Tekna Silver 29k 

10 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Black 19k 
60 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Black 20k 

Renault 

11 Clio 1.1 Dyn TomTom Est Black 19k 
60 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dyn Silver 7k 


Retail 

£7,995 

£8,295 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£2,995 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£10,495 

£5,495 

£6,495 

£7,295 

£13,495 

£8,295 

£4,995 

£7,995 

£8,295 

£7,495 

£10,995 

£7,795 

£7,795 


Other 

09 Chevrolet Aveo 1.4 LT Silver 20k 
13 Chrysler Ypsilon 1.2 Black And Red 4k 
05 Ford Focus 1.6 LX Blue 79k 
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Style Estate Grey 29k 

59 Kia Picanto 1.1 Strike Blue 26k 

56 Kia Sedona 2.9 CRDI LS Auto Silver 53k 
02 Mini One 1.6 Yellow 78k 
54 Mitsubishi L200 2.5TD 4Life 4WD Silver 72k 
61 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI Access 5dr Vapour Grey 15k 
58 Peugeot Horizon 1.4 Totem Silver 30k With Access Ramp 
Available to Order 

60 Citroen C3 1.6 Exclusive Available to Order From 
60 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Available to Order From 
60 Citroen C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Available to Order From 
60 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec 5dr Available to Order From 

60 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec/Titanium Available to Order From 
60 Ford Fusion 1.4 Zetec Available to Order From 
60 Nissan Note N-Tec Man/Auto Available to Order From 
60 Nissan Qashqai Acenta Available to Order From 
60 Vauxhall Astra Exclusiv Man/Auto Available to Order From 


Retail 

£3,995 

£8,495 

£3,495 

£6,995 

£4,995 

£5,995 

£3,695 

£5,495 

£8,995 

£5,495 

Retail 

£7,995 

£8,495 

£9,995 

£8,495 

£8,795 

£7,695 

£7,695 

£11,495 

£8,295 


60 Gr Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Bronze 38k £7,995 
07 Scenic 1.6 Priv Auto Gold 58k £2,995 

Vauxhall 

58 Agila 1.2 Club Auto Blue 10k £5,695 

60 Astra 2.0 CDTI SRI Auto Grey 16k £9,995 

58 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto Silver 48k £5,295 

62 Meriva 1.4 Active Turbo Black £9,795 

60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Turbo 118 Grey 19k £7,495 

60 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo 138 Grey 26k £8,295 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Blue 13k £7,995 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI SE Auto Gold 7k £8,795 

60 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Gold 19k £8,495 


60 Vauxhall Corsa SE Man/ Auto Available to Order From £7 995 

60 Vauxhall Meriva Exclusiv Available to Order From £7 495 

60 Vauxhall Zafira Exclusiv Diesel Available to Order From £§ 995 
Reduced to Clear! Retail Now 

08 BMW 525i SE Auto 4dr Green Ilk £9,295 £8,995 

05 Ford C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 62k £3,695 £3,295 

58 Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec Clan Atito Red 21k £4,995 £4,495 

60 Kia Venga 2 1.6 Auto Silver Ilk £8,495 £8,295 

10 Mercedes A160 1.5 SE Classic ,Auto Silver 21k £8,995 £8,795 

07 Nissan QashqajJ . 6 . Visia Red 58k £7,495 £7,295 

04 Rover75 1.8T SE Cofl5LoisseurRed47k L £2,695 £2,495 

11 Seat Altea 1.6 TDICR 105 SEDSG Black 16k' • £9,995 £9,495 

08 Toyota Aygo 1.0 Platinum Silver 71k . * £4,795 £4,495 

60 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4*Exclusiv Turbo 1 lTfilver 24K £7,495 £6,995 


i&\ 


Contact Us Today 

i 

Keep Able 

Tel: 01384 75097 

T 

M 

5 

1 

or: 07747 633 329 (until 8pm) 

for further details and part exchange valuations 
see our website: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Argos 1 
car park 

^Jebenhams 
^■Car Park 

Unit 1 -2, Sterling Park, Merry Hill, DY5 ITB 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 1 1 -4 
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Drivetime 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 



✓Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




Chips Away 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 






VW pumping up power 


At the 1974 Geneva Motor 
Show, a sleek new Volkswa¬ 
gen hatchback coupe made 
its debut. 

Forty years and over a million sales 
later, the Volkswagen Scirocco is pre¬ 
paring to return to Geneva, with a new 
range of advanced engines that offer 
up to 280 PS yet also promise fuel ef¬ 
ficiency improvements of up to 19 per 
cent, without compromising the Sci- 
rocco’s dynamic performance. 

Externally, the Scirocco’s stylish 
shape has been refined and modern¬ 
ised with new headlights and tail lights, 
as well as revised bumper styling. 

The revised front bumper features 
aerodynamic ‘blades’ in the outer 


section, like those of the latest-gener¬ 
ation Golf GTI, with integrated indica¬ 
tor lights, daytime running lights and 
fog lights. On models fitted with the 
optional bi-xenon headlights, the day¬ 
time running lights are LEDs within the 
main headlights. At the rear, all Sci- 
roccos now have LED tail lights, while 
the bumper has been reshaped to ap¬ 
pear lower and more purposeful. As 
on a Golf, the Volkswagen logo badge 
now has an additional purpose: func¬ 
tioning as the tailgate release handle. 

As before, the range-topping Sci¬ 
rocco R has a distinct look, with be¬ 
spoke bumpers and alloy wheels. The 
Scirocco R now comes as standard 
with 18-inch ‘Cadiz’ alloy wheels, as 
on the Golf R. The rest of the range 


also receives new alloy wheel designs, 
including the option of the ‘Talladega’ 
alloy previously reserved for the ‘R’. 

Under the bonnet (which as before 
features the Volkswagen roundel) are 
six new tubocharged direct-injection 
petrol and diesel engines, all of which 
meet EU6 emissions standards and 
return between 68.9 and 34.9 mpg. 

Inside, the dashboard has been 
updated, with new-look dials and an 
auxiliary instrument cluster above the 
centre console, consisting of chro¬ 
nometer, charge pressure and oil tem¬ 
perature gauges - a tribute to the 1974 
model. 

Orders open in the UK in May, with 
first deliveries in September. More de¬ 
tails available closer to launch. 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 




ENFORCER RANGE ROVER CHEVRON 


Middle lane motorway British cars top dream car A big boy’s car - so hot 
hoaaers - enforce law list with the ranaie at too and it’s built in Britain 


CONTACT THE MOTORING SALES TEAM ON 01902 313131 


Motoring 



12 pages jam packed with new car reviews and previews, used cars for sale, 
private car sales, classified, local and national motoring news, 
dealership profiles and much more 

Everything all in one place to find your next new or used car locally. 

Brand new look, brand new content and now online as well 

expressandstar.com/drivetime for everything 
you can read in print - now online 



An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
























www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 
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f Local Specialists 


LUKE’S AERIALS 
STOURBRIDGE 
01384 351949 

DIGITAL AERIALS from £49 

TUNNING & SET UP from £20 
REPAIRS REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


WH BUILDING 


Please visit our website 
www.whbuildingltd.com 


For all your building needs 
please ring Wayne on 

01384 261236 07973 664738 


PJ LEE BUILDERS 


• All Building Work Undertaken 

• Extensions 

• All Roofing Work 

• UPVC Fascias & Windows 


FREE QUOTES 
07769667248 01384423625 


Specialist of the Week 


Domestic or commercial 
painting & decorating 


Mike Atherton Design 

will help you achieve what you want. 

As painting and decorating contractors our small but 
experienced team can provide services such as painting or 
wallpapering ceilings and walls in your home, along with much 
more involved refurbishments where larger works may need to 
be carried out. 

We can also apply these skills to provide commercial decorating 
services for pubs, clubs, bars and offices. No matter your 
needs, we can help you. 

Call Mike on 07780 676070 
www. M i ke Atherton Desi g n .co. u k 



STOURBRIDGE Chronicle 




Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings! 

- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Decorating 


Electricians 


E 


ARPINTRYM 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows&doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


20 Years 
experience. 

All aspects 
of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking & 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a free quote call 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 



A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: ' 

07730 
477564 


p 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 



Fully insured 

/ 


0.A.P Discounts 



For a free 



quote call Carl < 

0121 561 1881 



or 07532 200591 



Painting & Decorating 
Property Maintenance 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service, 
Fully Insured, 20 Years Experience 

For A Free Quote Call: 

07780 676070 - 01384 831503 


www.MikeAthertonDesign.co.uk 


Computers 


DAVID ADAMS! 


Black Country ^ % 
Computer Services 

• Laptop Repairs • Desktop Repairs 
• Virus Removal • Computer Sales 
PC Health Checks £9.99 

www.blackcountrycomputerservice.com 

01384 359748 07984 433477 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us lor a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 l £ 

Email: quotations® 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


BRADLEY 
ELECTRICAL & 
MAINTENANCE 

Est 1987 

All electrical work undertaken 
Fully qualified & insured 
Installation Condition Reports 
No job too small 

★ FREE ESTIMATES ★ 

Electrical Safety 
Register M 

Call Paul 01384 344589 or 
07812 435833 
www. brad leyelectrica I. net 


The Window Doctor 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 
Units Fitted from £25 

Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 07957 932532 


DID Electrical Contractors ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All our electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 


+- 


IS 


All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 
Registered 


Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 


A M ELECTRICAL J1H 
SERVICES 13 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / ShoweK/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingy*Sflfety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121369 2370 , 
07785 781652 


Caring Specialists 


Helping Hands 

Caring, Cleaning, Communication 
We are here for you 

Also Providing Shopping 

Michelle = Carer 
For more information, Please Call 

07980 749539 / 01384 261236 


MULLARD 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

mIbebe 01384 263357 
■BBS Ld or 07866 886364 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality J HH | 
local service call: 


mbelectric. co.ukl 


More 

Specialists 
appear on 
pages 30 & 31 
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Fencing 

WOODSTOCK 


TIMBER 

SUPPLIES LTD 



Over 15 years experience. 

Prices start from £60 a bay including heavy duty fence 
panel, concrete post, gravel board and fitting. 
Gardening services and shed re-felts also undertaken. 

Free quotes. All written quotes beaten. 


07927 014217/01384 620072 (anytime after 5 pm) | 


Fencing 



Contact Paul on 

Unit 6 Ideal Works, Hayes lane,Lye, Stourbridge, DY9 8RE 
paulcollins@abbydirecttimber.co.uk 


ABB\DIRECT 


TIMBER SUPPLIES LTD 


Large Savings on: 

o Skirting o Architrave o Planed and Sawn Timber 
o Sheet Material o Fencing 


Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01334 242891 or 07870 300586 


Specialist of the Week 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE {GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 



m 


a 


Professional Tree Services 
• Crown Reduction/Lifts • 

• Felling • Stump Grinding • 

• 24 hour Emergency Call Out • 
Free Quotations • Fully Insured • 
\ HNPTC Qualified 
Local authority 
approved contractor 
All work carried out 
to BS3998 
www.timbertim.com 
Enquiries@timbertim.com 

01384 78559 

BRIERLEY HILL 



Morgan Electrics 



• Has your cooker 
stopped working? 

• Has your vacuum 
stopped sucking? 

• Morgan Electrics 
are your local repair 
specialists. 


We are a local family business, based in Market Street 
Stourbridge. We are qualified electricians, with over 30 
years experience and are always on hand in store to offer 
help and advice. 


We supply domestic appliances, and stock an extensive 
range of spare parts for most appliances. Pop in and see 
us, we would love to see you. 


10 Market Street, 
Stourbridge DY8 1AD 


FIREPLACE & 
STOVE 

INSTALLATIONS 

HETAS 
REGISTERED 
GAS SAFE 
REGISTERED 
CERTIFIED 
CHIMNEYSWEEP 


www.tdcfires.co.uk 

07542919949 



01384 443399 


Email; morgan.electrics@btconnect.com 


STOURBRIDGE Chronicle 


Specialist in: 

• Patios • Brickwork • Block Paving 
• Fencing • Turfing and all other 
types of ground work 

Established 20 years 

01562 604 53 
07710 236 754 

www.kj-landscaping.co.uk 



Handyman 


Jason Oakley 

GENERAL HANDYMAN 

Plumbing, Bathroom & Kitchens, Tiling, Roofing, 
UPVC Windows, Doors Fitted and Supplied to 
Carpentry Work to Unfinished DIY projects 

For a friendly and reliable 
service call 07964 707950 

f\tt M/'O'Ul, syofay}. 

f Find us on Facebook at JSO Building Services 


Handyman 



sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating • Putting up 
shelves • Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 
• ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES • NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 



Helping Hands 

Gardening Services 

WINTER 
CLEAN UP 

PRUNING, 

CUTTING BACK ETC. 

ALL GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN 
FOR FREE QUOTE CALL PAUL ON 

01384 828697 
07906 047351 


Bars Gardening & 
Tree Services 


• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a free quotation 




Tidy Gardens 

For All Your 
Gardening 
Maintenance 
Free Quotes 
Call Mike 

07773 943889 


MANaVAN 

For Hire 


HOUSE /OFFICE 
CLEARENCES 
No Job to Big or Small 


07773 943889 


Home 
Appliance 
Repairs 
► & Parts 

Stourbridge 

Based 

• Washing Machines 

• Cooker 

• Tumble Dryer 

• Dishwasher 

Free Quotes 
All Brands 
07764 478 534 
01384 373 096 


r Morgan ' 

Electrics 


COOKER 

REPAIRS 

• Free Callout 

•15 Years Experience 

•All Repairs Guaranteed 12 Months 

• Built In, Free Standing, 

Cookers, Ovens & Hobs 

• Sales, Service & Repairs 

• Covering All Of West Midlands 

• Domestic Appliance Sales 


10 Market Street, 
Stourbridge DY8 1AD^ 

01384 , 
443399V 




PLASTERING 

• Dry Lining • Skimming 
• Coving • Rendering 
• Floor Screeding 
35 Years Experience 
City & Guilds Tradesman 

CORDALBA" 

01384 820 154 
07711 158 681 


FREDEN 

DECOR 

Do You Meed A Plasterer, 
Painter or Decorator? 

TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412-DAYTIME 
01384 572371 AFTER 6PM 

























































































Paving 


Roofing 


DISCOUNT DR IVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 1384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 


jpmwrM! - ifr . j 

(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE + 

(01384) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 



L irin^ rcarci 


M&S ROOFING 


We Undertake All Roofing And Maintenance Work 
We are a member of A Fix A Home Approved Traders Scheme 



Felt Roofs, G.R.P Fibreglass 
Pitched Roofs, Ridge Tiles 
UPVc Fascias , Soffit Guttering, Dry Verge Cap’s 
Concrete Guttering Removal 


1/1/e are Fully Insured, Highest Quality Work 

Call for a FREE competitive quote and survey 
Home : 01384 864012 Mob : 07821614440 


Plastering 




KINGS 

ROOFING 

ALL ROOF 
REPAIRS 

■ Chimneys and ridges 
reprinted 

I Gutters cleaned, gas 
cowls supplied and fitted 
l No job too small 
I All work guaranteed 
I Discount for OAPs 
I Free estimates 

01384 484434 



nnnso Iest.over^ 

I ,;0 O | 20 YEARS \ | 

RUBBISH 

1 A CHEAP RUBBISH 1 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS | 

. Small Jobs 

■no problem 

I We load, 

No Skips 

| Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 

I Garage, Fridges, White I 
1 Goods, House Clearances 1 

| 0121 5006033 | 

07938 207122 

k ..... J 




T.A. Tiling 

(Property Maintenance & Repair) 
All floor and wall tiling 
undertaken, large or small 
interior property 
Maintenance and repairs 
including; 

• bathrooms‘kitchens, 

• general plumbing, 

• plastering, flooring etc 

07944 857 576 


• Fencing • Slabbing • Turfing •Driveway Cleaning 
Payment on Completion Free quotes 


Freephone: 0800 019 6618 Tel: 07597 927304 
55 Delph Lane, Brierley Hill 


Plumbing & Heating 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 


. 4 All General Plumbing Undertaken 

j> •Bathrooms Suites 
^ * I ^ • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
W— J • Outside Taps Fitted 
1 • Leaks Repaired 

*) • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


call Richard: 07902 557 496 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



Loft Ladders 


Hie Loft Ladder Ulan // 

Loft Ladders £120 

fitted from inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Luke on 

07779 118807 or 
01384 833025 




ROOFING 

SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


on all UPVC Fascias, 

Gutters, New Roofs/ 

Slate Tile & Felt and Garage 
Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 




Home: 01384 872276 


Mobile: 07584 081228 


ADB ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING 


• Flat Roofing 

• Slating & Tiling 

• Chimney/Ridge Repointing 

• Roof Repairs 

• Tile Changing 

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering 

• Plastic Gables/Verges 

• Lead Bays/Dormers 


Tel: 01384 827669 Mob: 07988 723505 




•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 



CHRONICLE 



YOUR BUSINESS IN THE 


STOURBRIDGE CHRONICLE? 


You will reach over 56,000* readers each week , covering 
Stourbridge , Brierley Hill, Wordsley , Quarry bank , Lye , 
Wollaston , Amblecote and Hagley. 

You can do all this from as little as £10.50+vat per week 

‘source Jicreg 1.10.2013 

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL A MEMBER OF 

T HE S TOURBRIDGE SA LES T EAM ON 0 1584 599905 J 

AND LET US HELP YOU MOVE YOUR BUSINESS FORWARD IN 2014 . 


Part of Express & Star Ltd 


MNA Media 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


v 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

TREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

liTCTT 1 

W101a■ 

www.exp ressa n d sta r. co m / 
bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Place a paid for advert 


(T) By Phone 
01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


^ Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 

3rd Generation 
Family Business & 
Monumental Masons 


24hr Personal Service 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 


Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 01384 77098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


christadelphian 


ISRAEL IN GOD’S PURPOSE 

God’s former kingdom on Earth. 
March 9, at 6pm, The Community 
Centre, High Street, Kingswin¬ 
ford, Or write to The Christadel- 
phians, FREEPOST WV1681 
Kingswinford DY6 9BR for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 


Family 


STOURBRIDGE TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Children Act 
regulated and Police checked 

Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 

0121 212 4986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


REMOTE CONTROL Helicopter, 
red, with spares, never been used, 
£50. 01902 420808. 


ADJUSTAMATIC double bed, 
Sleepmaster, excellent condition, 
£200 o.n.o. 01902 454594. 

MOBILITY SCOOTER 4 wheel, 
almost new, fits in boot, no offers 
£250.01902 338879. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 


REVO SCOOTER as new, 4.5mph 
will carry 21 stone, £450 ono. 
Telephone 01743 860683. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


ADULT TRIKE excellent condition, 
hardly used, £175. 

01902 750873. 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK near Ludlow. 
Imaculate caravans from £10,000. 
Why go further? 01584 823433. 


AVONDALE CARAVAN 480 

2bth, 02, 16ft,full oven/cooker, 
shower/toilet, ba heating, fly- 
screens/blinds, remote control 
remover, full size awning, many 
extra’s, no damp/problems. 
£3,150 ono. 

07880 843208. 


BAILEY MONARCH 

Series 6, 2007, with motor 
mover, 2-berth, blow air 
heating, built in microwave, 
removable carpets, alloy 
wheels, extras, 

£5,995. 

01902 375796. 07884 074389. 


BAILEY RANGER 500/5, 2002. 
Great van, full Inaca awning, plus 


DOREMA porch awning, only used 
twice, fibre glass poles, 225x180, 
£225. 01902 750873. 

ELDDIS AVANTE 505, 5 berth, 
Special Edition, blown air heating, 
extractor, ext bbq pt, alloys, 
includes full awning. £4,750. 

07734 527860. 


MOTORHOME OR 
CAMPER VAN 

Any make, model, year or 
condition. 

With or without Tax and Mot. 
Anything considered. 

Cash Paid. 

FOR PRIVATE BUYER 

07542 165841. 





JOB LOT OR SEPERATE Trolley 
and basket, 13metre fishing pole, 2 
feeder rods, daiva match reel. 

01902 605318 after 6pm 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 9th March 
KINVER 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01952 588414 


DRUMMER REQUIRED for classic 
rock metal band. If interested call 
Jason on 07761 354721, commit¬ 
ment essential. 

PIANO WANTED Quality German or 
British, upright or grand, must have 
88 notes. 

Telephone 01384 393808. 

YAMAHA TYROS 4 & 3. Several 
preowned models available from 
MUSIC 20 00. 01902 345999. 


World , , 

^Mobility & 


NEW Electric Scooters 

,£695 




* 


Manual Wheelchairs 

from £110 Electric Rise & 
t Recline Chairs 


I ipjmu | r 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 pm FREE PARKING AT REAR 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



caravan sales 


Cosalt Riviera Caravan 


35x10, 3-bed: Sea Views, 
Wide Horizons, Aberaeron. 
Perfect condition 




clairvoyance 


Private appointments and 
visits. Call 01902 334224. 



car hire 


A ALL YEAR DISCOUNT! White 
Rolls Cloud, Shadow & Vintage 
with free hire of Jaguar. 01384 
236188 / 01902 887628 www.elite- 
wedding-services.magix.net 


function rooms 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM Wed¬ 
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Powerleague 01384 266000 
halesowen @ powerleague.co.uk 


Home & 
Services 


ISPRING SALE! 


Furniture Factory Outlet 


Worcester extra value divan single was £99 now 
£49.50. D’bles £89.50. Cleo Sofa Bed die clac in 
fabric or faux leather was £398 now £119, ortho 
matts from £69, memory foam matts £89, metal 
fashion beds frames £39, ottoman and leather 
sleigh beds, over 1000 mattresses, wing chairs 
£119, recliner chairs £199, massage/power 
recliners from £299, complete suites from £299. 
Save up to 50% on leather corner units-1/2 price 
£249.3 seater Wexford fabric sofas-Ciearance 
£149. Chairs £49. Recliners leather £199. 
Mattresses from £29. Bunk bed frames £99. 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, off 
Great Bridge Rd A461 Dudley. DY4 7RG. 

200mtr$ past Toby Carvery behind Tile Warehouse. 7 days. (Sunl 0-4) 

0121 557 6885” 


BROWN THREE Piece leather suite, 
£100 ono. Two wardrobes, £50 
both. 07581 295995. 

DINING TABLE Mahogany, 
Regency, reproduction, round 4ft 
diameter, claw pedestal, 4 chairs, 
£95. Can deliver. 07812 352514. 

LAURA ASHLEY ivory metal head- 
board for double divan, as new, still 
boxed, £50. 01902 331949. 

REPRODUCTION OAK Dining room 
suite, table, 4 chairs, 2 carvers and 
dresser. £950. 

01902 752546. 


Top Soil, 

■ Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CORRUGATED Roofing Sheets 

Also tile effect/box profile/curved 
and z purlins. Call Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@hotmail. 
com 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Uadro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


Please call 07889 467889. 
ITEMS FOR CASH: Toys, electric 

B oods, bikes. Loft/garages cleared. 
7733 295678 or 0800 8589719. 



LAPTOP COMPUTER. Windows, 
wireless WiFi, DVD, good condi¬ 
tion, can deliver and set up, £60. 
07973 348534. 



V_ 


lAERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Plasma, 
LCD, 3D, LED, Projection Repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


AA 


DIGITAL 

AERMiSi 


1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1SS 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439096 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


carpentry & | 

y joinery | 

PINEWAY INTERIORS Flooring, 
tiling, kitchens, general carpentry. 
Reliable service. 07738 012119. 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


cooker fitters 


_TED bv L- 

Universal Domestic Installs. Call 
0800 756 2632 or 07973 534527. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £349 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


driveways & 
patios 


Select Driveways & Patios Ltd 

Specialists in Paving & Tarmac 

Block paving / tegular paving 
Indian sandstone 
tarmac red and black. 

We ore an insured & registered company 

01902 585194 
www.select-services.biz 



electrical 

\ 

\ 

services 



STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


electricians 


WIZARD ELECTRICAL Elecsa ap 
contractor. 07807 158711, 0131 
362968www.wizardelectrical.co.i 


fencing 


Chestnut Fencing 

Any Size Deluxe Panels 
Promotional Prices 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 

01384 913422 


gardening 

services 


JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 
Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 




..all your Patio’s, 
Turfing, Decking, 
treework and 
Root grinding... 


Pirestwood 

FENCING & 
LANDSCAPING 




formoreldetails* 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p< 

B arden. 25 years experience. Ce 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house 

clearances 


for house clearances and bereavements. 
Discrete Service 

Sheds, Garages and gardens cleared. 
All Rubish Removed 
CARRIERS LICENSE HELD 

07852 172641 


painters / 
decorators 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

QuaUty work with competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


es & competitive quotes. Call 
r. 07543 834132/ 01922 513008 
AFFORDABLE Painters, Deco¬ 
raters, Property Maintenance. 
OAP’s 30% Off. Call 07580 275415. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
HOME EXTENSION PLANSCouncil 
approved. 01902 687802/07812 
071669 cahjh@blueyonder.co.uk 


plastering 




SPEC ONE PLASTERING& general 
maintenance. Fast, reliable, profes¬ 
sional service. Free quotes. 
Dean:01384823492/ 07772315165 


V_ 


plumbers 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken, No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854338356 


plumbing & ' 

V_ heating 


www.webuyanyboiler.co.uk 

Don’t give your old gas 
boiler away, visit the 
above website or email 

mike@mgfowkes.co.uk 
CASH PAID! 


MARSH HEATING & 
PLUMBING 

Plumbing, Heating, Gaswork. 

Gas Safe Registered. 

Call Steve: 07796 270745 or 
Dan: 07807 818730 


MIDLAND ENERGY SOLUTIONS. 

All plumbing, heating, gas and 
electrical work. Call Luke on 
01902 895108 or 07584 062483. 


property 
v maintenance 


DG PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Decorating, Gardening, Woodwork, 
Locks,Windows and Doors 
Fitted & Replaced. Gas Safe. 

07814 379166 or 01384 839366 


c 


kitchens 


j 


iow cost Kirumisb 

HIGH QUAUTY limn CANKTS AS STANOAftO 
SOn CLOSE HINGES »REf OF CHARGE 

ujom prom f«rVKft£Aimo« mcr 

3 FREE MEASURE MOOfSTC* SERVICE 
CAll NOW FOR A FRO QUOTE 01212818003 
wrai vunuamBW 

5F7IU 
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V_ 

removals 

\ 



A1KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 

ABIE REMOVALS 

local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 


Call 07870 341089 



NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916/07807 773035 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL IAN man with a large van, no 
job too small, no distance too far. 
07973 628534, 01902 891535. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07917 679360. 


KINGSWINFORD REMOVALS 

recession rates-beat any quotes, 
fully experienced. 07966 281957. 



PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 


All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


4 

Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

SHETLAND MARE 3 yrs old, black, 
would make ideal companion for 
other horse. £125. Could deliver. 
07975 626073. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


THEOBEN .177 Breakke Barrell with 
gas strut, Simmons sight 39 x 50, 
case included, £300 ono. 

07554 505860. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BORDER COLLIES 
PEGGY 7year old black and 
white spayed girl 
SPLASH 7 month old tri 
coloured boy 

FREDDY 9 month old border 
collie x springer 
TOBY lyear old tri coloured 
Collie 

MAX 5year old border Collie 
LUCY 3year old Tri Colour 
Collie 

ROBBIE 6yearold border collie 
xjack russell 

For more information 
01588 676106. 


CAVALIERS AND CAVAPOO’S 

adorable puppies and juniors. 
£325/£850. 07867 530504. 

CHIHUAHUA SHOW Kennel has pet 
puppies to offer to forever homes, 
boys £100, girls £250, vaccinated 
and insured, also spayed bitches. 
0121 453 1354. 


DEXIE 

Border Collie Boy, seven years 
old, very affectionate, loves his 
walks, shy and nervous so 
needs a calm home. 

Active pensioners would be 

K erfect for this boy as he spent 
is previous years with five 
Children. 

If you can offer this boy a 
forever home call 

01746 780434 or 01588 
676106. 


FOREST DOG RESCUE 

Rehoming - 

Ben - Lab X Collie, 8mths, 
male. Bruce - Mastiff X, 2yrs, 
male. Grade - Terrier, 3yrs, 
female. Misty - GSD X Husky, 
2yrs, female. Lady - Husky X, 
2yrs, female. Jay - Collie, 8yrs, 
male . Foxy - Husky X, 9mtns, 
male. Bessie - Staffie, 9rys, 
female. Snowy - Staffie, 2yrs, 
female. Pete - Staffie, 2yrs, 
male. Rex - Boxer X Staffie, 
lyr, male. 01299 269181 or 
07564 262371 www.forest- 
dog-rescue.org.uk 

GORGEOUS YORKSHIRE terrier 
puppies, both parents can be seen 
with pedigree papers, boys £300, 
girls £350. 07807 243036. 


LABRADOODLE PUPPIES silver, 
I girls, 11 weeks old, loving homes 
ily. £475. Call 07847 9“ 


SIBERIAN HUSKY. Pedigree male. 
2 yrs old. Illness forces sale. Loving 
home only. £250. 07506 328717. 


STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIER 

bitch, 13 weeks old, £150. 01902 
343507. 


YORKSHIRE TERRIER pups, ready 
April 1, deposit secures. £450 girl, 
£400 boys. 01384 256921. 

£5 OFF GROOMING when booking 
in with our trainee groomer. Dirty 
Dogs Dog Wash 01384 262071. 


1 

Business & 
k Farming 



ACCOUNTS, BOOK KEEPING, 
PAYROLL, VAT New start-ups 
welcome. Phone Clover on: 
01384 459714 or 07715 510749. 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



MHK95HHI 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


BILSTON 2 bedroom house, D/G, 
C/H, DSS welcome. £450 pern. 
01902 428377 or 07549 825920. 

CASTLECROFT near Wton, 2 bed 
house, CH, DG, garage, £575pcm. 
Telephone 07719 701922. 


FLAT TO LET Wolverhampton, 1/2 
bed CH, DSS welcome, off road 
parking. 07718 896058. 

IMMACULATE ground floor one bed 
flat. Lovely location, Essington. 
Telephone 07454 015789. 


garage, parking. £450pcm. 
one bed flat, block of 7, parking, no 
bond/deposit. £395 pern. Private 
landlord. No fees or additional 
costs. Call Kevin on 07973 444059. 


-Jpcm. No DSS. 
>r 07765 964999. 

PENN HOUSE AVE. One bedroom 
unfurnished apartment for 55 years 
or over in sheltered accommoda¬ 
tion. £475pcm. 07804 140488. 


PROPERTIES WITH 2+ BEDROOMS 
AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

in Dudley, Stourbridge, 
Brierley Hill, Sedgley, 
Halesowen and 
surrounding areas. 
Rent starts from 
£69 per week for a flat. 
Telephone 01384 815100 


THREE BED House, unfurnished, 
recent new decor. GCH, DG. Wil- 
lenhall. £450pcm. 01384 288431. 

THREE BED house, working / Dss 
accepted, CH, DG, good condiiton, 
01902 753217. 07552 831885. 


TWO BED FLAT 

Private parking, quiet village 
location, newly revamped to 
high standard, between Bridg¬ 
north and Wolverhampton. 

ONE BED STUDIO FLAT 

Self contained, near to M54. 

07732 547421. 


UPPER GORNAL, Dudley, 3 
bedroom house, central heating. 
01902 676540. 

WV6 New build, two bed semi, car¬ 
peted, garden, garage, parking 
space. £550 pern. Direct from 
private landlord. No agency fees or 
additional costs. Call Kevin on 
07973 444059. 


properties wanted 


We Buy Any House 


EV1S1 
time 

We are a family run local business.-- 
A fair offer from people you can trust. 

55 No fees - Free solicitors 

CaHStan on Ol 902 628047 
or 0800 032 1718 



CASH PAID FOR 
YOUR PROPERTY 


Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* 

*Subject to terms 


Call Free 08001691118c 


0121 308 
7786 

, 24/7 


ASTON WOOD PROPERTIES 


We pay 100% of purchase price 


PRICE! 


• Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 

• Free solicitors • No fees* 


GUAR®? 


FOR THE BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME 


C Call 0800 783 2822 


24 

hrs 




Deuimork 

Home/ 


Hi Talk in 
fiffl confidence 
Wle can help ’ 


no fees* free solicitors 


24-7 0800 
085 6626 


A letter 
(ash Dea 


It’s as simple as that, you 
will get the best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL HOMES 



Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST! 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


WE GUARANTEE TO 

BUY YOUR HOUSE IN 
3 DAYS! 

24 HOUR FREEPHONE: 

0800 612 8499 

www.homesboughtfast.co.uk 


AN OLD GENT WITH CASH 

Looking for a house to 
purchase. 

Consider leasing back at 
nominal rent. 

Telephone: 07900 012782. 


I BUY HOUSES! 

Local investor pays 10k more. 
Call Alex 07729 297901 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


UPPER FLOOR TWO BED 
FLAT 

Lounge, kitchen, shower room, 
double glazing, electric central 
heating, off road parking, 

£70,000. 

07730 477985. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


FUNDED SECURITY COURSES 

for Jobseekers. Contact 
Mercury Training 01384 482186 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 

. • CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726/07831 646601 


EXPERIENCED UPHOLSTERER / 
DEVELOPER required. Full time. 
Good rates of pay. 01384 395550. 



PROFESSIONAL 
COMPANION/CARER 

for the elderly available. 

I offer practical support that can 
enable a person to maintain 
quality of everyday life, whether 
its help getting to and from 
appointments, shopping or a 
more extensive package of 
support. The service is tailored 
to the needs of the individual. 
No agencies, private clients 
only considered. Qualifications 
and references available. 
For more information please 
contact 
01902 341546 
brentwood9@sky.com. 


Most things _ __ 

phone 07800 898376 / 01902 
762919. 


NEED AN EXTRA INCOME? 

£200-£2,000 pm - 0121 314 9652. 
www.bericher.info 





BMW X5 SPORTS 
EXCLUSIVE 

Facelift model, 55 plate, 
sapphire blue with cream 
leather, sat nav, heated seats, 
panoramic roof, electric 
memory seats. 

This car is fully loaded with new 
tyres, taxed, full MoT, 98,000 
miles with history. 

Stunning 4x4 does over 
30mpg. 

Don’t miss this one! 

£9,450. 

07870 686248. 


FIAT PUNTO DYNAMIC 56, 1.2, 3dr 

blue, 55,494 miles from new, 1 lady 
owner, MoT, pas, EM, EW, alloys, 
CD, £2,700 ono. 07973 347042. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6LX, 2007, 64k 

miles, lady owner, full MoT, tax, 
dark grey, good condition, £2,995 
ono. O’ 


FORD FOCUS GHIA 1.6 
SALOON 

Very, very low mileage 28,000 
miles. 

1 ownerfrom new, full Ford S/H, 
excellent inside/out, tax/MoT 10 
months, perfect to drive. 

£1,995 ono. 07808 470751. 


JAGUAR X TYPE 04 reg, diesel all 
leather int, tax, MoT, 1st to see wil 
buy, £2,000. 

07599 905276, 01562 743652. 

KIA SEDONA 3000CC Diesel, 07 
reg., 58K, tax, full MoT, 7 seats, 
dark blue, very good condition 
£4,500 ono. 01902 751227. 

KIA SPORTAGE. 09. Petrol, LPG. 
New belts. FSH. A/C. 10 months 
MoT, 3 months Tax. 2 year war¬ 
ranty. £7,500. 01746 218632. 



MERCEDES C200 
KOMPRESSOR 

AVANTGARDE 2003, 72,000 
Miles, Blue , Automatic, leather 
interior, fsh, spots, 6 month 
Tax/MoT. 

£3,500 ono 
07710 217981 


Reg, 50,000 Miles, grey, MoT Sep, 
TAX Aug, Chilli Pack, visibility pack, 
£6,295. 07833 117445. 


NISSAN ALMERA 1.5-SVE 

2005, 38,600 miles, light blue, 
air con, fsh, MoT, sunroof, 
tax, stereo, CD, navigation 
system, 3 door, petrol, excellent 
condition. 

£1,900. 

01746 762168. 


PEUGEOT 307 
CONVERTABLE 

2005, 81,000 miles, black, abs, 
air con, central locking, pas, 
alloys, good condition, tax and 
MoT. 

£2,695. 

07956 909034/01384 863372. 
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FSTanfr «extra BrSmem 


LONDON THEATRE 
BREAKS _ 

_ ®l 





Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see 
the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay 
in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 



’trT.a 


For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

ClassifiedAds 



VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT ESTATE 

2.OS, grey, full MoT, reliable, high 
specification and good condition. 
132k. £1,450 ono. 01384 395235. 


VW POLO 1.2, 12v, MoT till Decem¬ 
ber, tax till May, very clean, good 
condition, good runner, £1,450 ono. 
07949 510980. 


PEUGEOT 307 2.0HDI/XSI 



Immaculate, 2005, 3 door, 
62,135 miles, gold, full MoT, 
6 months tax, fsh, abs, alloys, 
e/w, e/m, a/c, alarm, c/I, diesel, 
genuine sale reason. 

£3,750 ono. 

01902 880756. 


SEAT IBIZA Sportsrider, 08 reg, 
very low mileage, one owner from 
new. No Tax. MoT. £3,500 ono. 
07534 554156. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 
www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


SMART 44 

1.2, 05 reg, silver and green, 
semi automatic, 6 months tax, 
4 months MoT, EW, CD, 
Excellent condition. 

£2,300 ono. 

01902 820631.07758 955534. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL ASTRA VXR 
ARCTIC EDITION 

60 reg, white, 15000 miles, full 
Vauxhall Service history, 
leather interior, Sat Nav, 10 
months Mot, 6 months tax 
lovely car, 

£9,000 ono. 

Telford 07739 208009. 


MUST BE SEEN 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 328 iSE, 1998, silver, leather, 
all electrics, MoT, tax, 136k, FSH, 
lovely car, £570 ono. 01902 621123 
or 07405 196046. 

CITROEN SAXO FORTE 2001, 
1100 cc, tax and MoT’d, good 
reliable runner, £700 ono. 07944 
257832 or 07706 200522. 

CITROEN XSARA 1.4, 2001, 8 
months Tax and MoT, very tidy, 
£395.07851 107267. 

FIAT MULTIPLA 02, 6 seater, tax, 
MoT, one owner, 89k, good condi¬ 
tion, £795 ono. 07411 958454. 

FORD ESCORT Van 75, 1.8 diesel, 
tax/MoT, good runner, £475pcm. 

01902 678937. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6 54 reg, white 
alloys and stripes, 11 months MoT. 
£1,495. 

07738 976025. 


FORD FOCUS 

2001, 167,000 miles, green, 
abs, electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
long MoT, metallic paint, central 
locking, pas. 

£950 ono. 

01902 310812. 


FORD KA, 2002, 43,500 miles, 
green, MoT, tax, 2 lady owners, 
good condition. £850 ono. 

07599 835806. 


HYUNDAI ACCENT 
COUPE SI 

1 owner, 1998, good runner, 
last service/MoT April 21, 
2013, fitted new cat con¬ 
verter/new clutch, battery, 
tyres and pipes. 

£325 ono. 07933 011227. 


JAGUAR XJ8 3.2, 1998, 95,000 
miles, silver, full MoT, tax, £900. 
01902 784590. 


MG ZR 1.8 PETROL 

51 reg, 11 months MoT, 5 
months Tax.Upgraded head 
gasket, cambelt changed at 
52,000. 64,000 on clock, 2 new 

tyres.£1,000. o.n.o 
Telephone 07577 804642 


PEUGEOT 106, 2003, 1.2, 81,500 
miles, gold, abs, air bag, full MoT, 
pas, 6 months tax, good runner, 
reliable, £675 ono. 01902 746031. 


PEUGEOT 206 SW Estate, 2003, 
1400cc, petrol, long MoT, tax, 71k 
miles, £795. 07950 398750. 


ROVER 25 2004, gold, 1396CC, 
64,000 miles, 7 months MoT, 5 
months tax, very nice condition 
£845 ono. 07583 353683. 


ROVER 75 2002, low mileage, MoT 
til January 2015, tax to encTof June 
2014, good condition inside and 
out, £850. o.n.o. 07402 998375. 

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2002, 4 months 
MoT, new tyres, battery and recent 
service. £360 ono. 

07814 514910. 


VAUXHALL CORSA, 2001, 51 reg, 
1.2,3 door, 88,800 miles, green, 12 
months MoT, e/w, pas, rc/l, good 
clean condition,£995 ono. 

07761 532710. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



1st CHOICE 


01902 562853 pPH 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 



clutches / brakes') 
i / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call M 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile ^ 

. mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


I-\ 


9 

Local 

Information 





LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 

Personals 





BIG BUDDY HOLLY FANS 


Your support may be beneficial 
in further enhancing and 
promoting the legend. 

Your support may make a 
difference. 


Lawrence. 


Box Number PI 9090, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


CALL SEXY LOCAL WOMEN for no 

fees adult fun. Contact 0700 802 
3093 for details. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

TOPMATCH. Avoid the internet 
dating disasters! Verified, genuine, 
local introductions. 0121 285 0676 
www.birminghamtopmatch.co 


★ ★★ 

GENTLEMAN, 68 

Not unattractive, young outlook, 
with GSOH, varied interests. 
Seeks lady aged between 60 - 
67, for companionship, 
hopefully lasting relationship. 
Box Number PI 9099, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

★ ★★ 


LOOK 


SLIM, YOUNG AT HEART 

Lady, 70, widowed, seeking 
a female for friendship 
and companisionip, maybe 
someone in a similar situation to 
me who would like regular 
company. 

Must be able to drive as I live 
in the country close to Bridg¬ 
north/Wolverhampton. 
Please supply phone number. 

Box Number PI 9096 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



# % 

% v 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
FOOTBALL COMBINATION 
NEW TEAMS 

Are now being accepted for 
season 2014 -15 

Contact Mr C E Yardley 
01902 753125 
07805 455602. 


# % 

%•> 

WOMBOURNE WARRIORS 
UNDER 16’S 

Require a Goalkeeper. 

We play in the Bilston League, 
Premier Division. 

Please Call Wayne on 
07982 723596. 



LES MISERABLES 

London,June 4. 

£76 including coach. 
07930 887806. 



Short breaks, holidays 
and long haul adventures 
to destinations near 
and far 

...by coach, rail, 

Eurostar, self-drive 
and air 


star extra travel 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Brought to you by the 


Express & Star 
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Athletes 
take part 
in March 
Hair raiser 

THIS week a couple of run¬ 
ners took part in the March 
Hair Raiser. 

Organised by Wolves and 
Bilston Athletics Club, it is 
a 6.5 road race in Kings wood 
Near Albrighton. 

Despite a cold start, Ste¬ 
ven Burch finished in48.05 
and Colin Downey finished 
in 52.08. 

Last weekend was the 
English Nationals Cross 
Country races - held at Wol- 
laton Park, Nottingham. 
First across the line was 
Chris Blake with a time of 
47.19, next was Duncan 
Cornigh 48.58 and Pete 
Walters 50.27. Stourbridge 
was placed 96th in the Sen¬ 
ior Men team 6 count. 

Joan Clarke and Ruby Ooi 
took place in the ladies race 
and their times were 40.48 
and 1.09.00 respectively. 

Also last weekend was 
the Action Heart 5 race in 
Dudley. Stourbridge had 15 
runners in the race, first to 
finish was Chris Blake 31.23 
then Robert Colman 32:36 
then David Rose 34.47. 

The annual Stourbridge 
Stumble will be held on the 
evening of August 9th. For 
details see the clubs website 
www.srclub.co.uk 

Benteke’s 
best ‘is still 
to come’ 

VILLA boss Paul Lambert 
today insisted Christian 
Benteke’s best is yet to 
come as the striker targeted 
a late-season goal spree af¬ 
ter shooting down Norwich. 

The Belgium interna¬ 
tional netted twice in three 
first-half minutes as his side 
went 11th in the Premier 
League with a vital 4-1 vic¬ 
tory over Norwich at Villa 
Park yesterday. 

But Lambert says the 
23-year-old is still improv¬ 
ing after signalling a return 
to his best with a fine all¬ 
round display against the 
Canaries after a dip in form. 

“As soon as he scored 
the first goal, his game was 
great,” said Lambert. “He 
was controlling the ball 
when there were people 
trying to get to it and when 
he’s at it he’s an absolute 
handful, world class. 

“I knew it was going to 
be hard (this season) be¬ 
cause the lad has only been 
in Britain for a year-and-a- 
half. Benteke said: “I hope 
now I’m going to keep my 
level up.” 


Hardy pierces Pearce's title hope 


STOURBRIDGE’S Steven Pearce 
saw his march at titles come to an 
abrupt halt as Ryan Hardy arrived 
at Walsall Town Hall looking to 
upset the apple cart, writes Craig 
Birch. 

The two battled for the vacant 
British Masters welterweight title 
with Hardy, who would finish the 
night wearing a belt for the first 
time, prevailing on points after the 
10-round duration. 

The Sheffield visitor had Pearce 
unsettled as soon as ran down to 
the scene of battle for his ring en¬ 
trance and his, at times, over-con¬ 
fidence proved to do the trick. 


He showboated, sucked it up 
and traded blows at equal meas¬ 
ure against the former Midlands 
champion, boxing his fourth 
straight title fight but the first to 
go the distance. 

As the fight wore on, Hardy 
piped down for a time with his 
mouth bloodied by frenzied at¬ 
tacks, Pearce nursing a nose-bleed 
by the fight’s end. Referee Shaun 
Messer, from Dudley, had it 98-95. 

The second title fight on the 
bill saw Luke Paddock, from the 
Walsall district of Bloxwich, show 
some grit to claim the eight-round 
British Masters Bronze light wel- 


Boxing 


terweight belt. 

Gloucester’s Andy Harris, step¬ 
ping in at late notice for Stoke’s 
Kevin Hanks, had plenty of de¬ 
feats on his paid ledger but was 
also a former holder of said belt at 
lightweight. 

He shook Paddock with a right 
hook to the head in the third 
round, forcing him to hold on for 
dear life, before his eye marked in 
the fifth round which proved to be 
a huge problem. 

He still rocked Paddock’s head 


back with a right hand over the 
top that beat a high guard in round 
six, although the West Midlander 
fought back with a match-ending 
shot in the eighth. 

Paddock launched a right hook 
right into the troubled area of 
Harris come the last round and 
his eye soon swelled up like a ball, 
forcing referee Gareth Morris to 
call for the doctor. 

It was all over from there and 
the stoppage came with 93 sec¬ 
onds of the fight left. Paddock was 
69-64 up on points with Morris 
going into the last round. 

On the undercard, hometown 


fighter and Midlands cruiser- 
weight champion Christopher 
Keane was given a run-out with a 
40-36 points landslide over Lithu¬ 
ania’s Igor Borucha, Messer offici¬ 
ating. 

Kingswinford’s Kyle Spencer 
suffered his first pro defeat at light 
middleweight to Junior Thomp¬ 
son. A right hook to the jaw in the 
ropes brought his hands down and 
they never came back up. 

Messer dived in as a prone Spen¬ 
cer was subjected to further abuse. 
Debutant Thompson, at list 51b 
8oz, had weighed in exactly six 
pounds heavier than his opponent. 


Suffering DK side is 
hit with a shutout 


Dudley Kingswinford 0 Birmingham Solihull 36 
ONCE again the faultless and undying spirit 
of this Dudley team shone like a beacon on 
the bright sunny afternoon at Heathbrook. 

Alas, it was all to no avail as DK’s season of woe 
continued at the hands of a very workmanlike Bees’ 
side who ran out comfortable winners in the end. 


Dudley were immediately 
flanker Matt Squires to the 
sin bin after only two min¬ 
utes for allegedly killing the 
ball at a ruck. 

Bees took advantage of 
the extra man and launched 
an attack in midfield with 
fly half Adam Canning mak¬ 
ing the decisive break and 
raced almost un-opposed to 
the posts to score the open¬ 
ing try which he converted 
to take Bees into a 7-0 lead 
after 10 minutes. 

With Squires still off the 
itch another strong attack 
y the visitors saw left wing 
Fensome go over for their 
second try which Canning 
just failed to convert. Back 
up to full strength, DK then 
launched attacks them¬ 
selves but were unable to 
breach a solid defence and 
their only reward was a sol¬ 
itary penalty which fly half 
Kieran Pinches narrowly 
missed. 

Further good work by the 
forwards saw them press 
the visitors line but despite 
their best efforts they just 
lacked that final cutting 
edge to get them over the 
try line. 

However, the key differ¬ 
ence between the two teams 
was that when the visitors 


the back foot as they lost 


Rugby 


got into the home 22, they 
pressed the advantage and 
were rewarded with a fur¬ 
ther two tries, one an inter¬ 
ception by Adam Canning 
bagging his second of the 
match by running almost 
the full length of the pitch, 
and the other by scrum half 
Rod Petty just on half time, 
both converted by Canning. 

With the wind advantage 
in the favour of the visi¬ 
tors the signs for the home 
side were ominous, but 
those odds do not phase DK 
and they opened the half 
strongly, and continued to 
press but still couldn’t find 
a way through. 

However, the now cus¬ 
tomary second half hero¬ 
ics were not rewarded by 
points, and despite Bees 
losing two players to the 
sin bin, DK could not find 
a way over the line to get 
the scores they so richly de¬ 
served. 

No.8 Jon Tideswell forced 
his way over, but was ad¬ 
judged not to have grounded 
the ball. 

The visitors scored two 
further tries through Chris 
Goddard. 



DK’s Harry Bayliss fends off a tackle during the match where his side suffered yet another shutout 


Runners 
head far 
and wide 
for races 

ATHLETES from DK Run¬ 
ning club travelled far and 
wide to pull on the blue 
hooped vest. 

Those travelling the 
shortest distance went to 
Albrighton for the March 
Hair Raiser Race, a six 
and a half-ish off road race 
advertised as “tough and 
testing”. Ben Foster was 
first DK runner home com¬ 
ing fourth in 37.47, Brian 
Preston was 26th in 44.40, 
Helen Tromans, 34th over¬ 
all but claiming the third 
lady prize, finished in 46.25, 
John Andrews was 52nd 
in 49.43 and Jacqui El- 
ton-Whittaker was 80th in 
53.59. 

Roger Beddard put the 
final touches to his prepa¬ 
ration for the Barcelona 
Marathon in a week’s time 
with a race over the half 
distance in Bath. In a high 
quality field Beddard hit 
1.37.39 for 1185th place. 
Travelling the furthest was 
a trio to Berkshire for the 
Mizuno sponsored Reading 
Half Marathon. In a race 
with near 15,000 finishers 
Dave Norman was the first 
DK runner to cross the line 
in 1.28.45 for 753rd place, 
Mark Homer finished in 
1.34.11 for 1,359th and 
Phil Smith was 1,679th in 
136.16. 

Lockmen 
get point 
from draw 

Shifnal 0 Willenhall 0 

THE Lockmen battled to 
another point at Shifnal 
in their fight against rele¬ 
gation from the West Mid¬ 
lands Premier. 

The game’s main talking 
point came on 14 minutes 
when Tony Clift was played 
clean through on goal. 

He shot from 35 yards 
and the visiting keeper Vitor 
Pinheiro made a save with 
his hands outside his pen¬ 
alty box, but received only a 
yellow card. 

Lockmen keeper James 
Wilson made one superb 
save just before half-time to 
touch a fine effort over the 
bar. Carl Whyte then saw 
a free header flash inches 
wide from an Eddie Wilson 
corner. 

The second half was a lit¬ 
tle more open but both sides 
struggled to create chances. 
Whyte went close with 
headers from corners while 
substitute Jake Morgan saw 
one header go just over. 
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Single shot DK shutout 

One goal is enough Suffering squad are hit 

to give Yeltz victory with another defeat 

Page 51 Page 35 
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Sports Desk 01902 319531 email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


A single 
score is 
enough 
for Yeltz 

Halesowen Town 1 
Leek Town 0 

HALESOWEN consolidated 
second spot in the league 
table after Ben Haseley’s 
crucial 25th goal of the sea¬ 
son edged out third placed 
Leek in front of 562 fans - 
the best attendance of the 
season. 

The visitor’s only real 
danger of the first half came 
when Dicker met Anthony 
Danylyk’s 19th minute cor¬ 
ner with a glancing header 
but home goalkeeper Matt 
Sargeant stayed alert to 
make the save at his post. 

There was no score for 
the first half hour of the 
match as each side tried to 
break the deadlock and get 
in front. 

Haseley pounced in the 
six-yard box to grab Hale¬ 
sowen’s deserved 35th 
minute winner after ef¬ 
forts from Aaron Forde and 
Tonks were cleared off the 
goal line with Leek tempo¬ 
rarily reduced to 10 men. 

With Halesowen in the as¬ 
cendancy, Forde went close 
again when he fired just 
high after robbing Leek cap¬ 
tain Sam Hall three minutes 
later. 

At the start of the second 
half Leek goalkeeper Chap¬ 
man beat away a 25-yard 
effort from Iyseden Christie 
before gathering Joe Hull’s 
header under his bar. 

Chapman then made an 
excellent save to keep out 
Forde’s fierce 69th minute 
volley. 

Drop fear is 
dismissed 

BOSS Paul Lambert today 
dismissed fears of relega¬ 
tion at Villa. He insisted he 
was never worried about the 
drop after Villa took a huge 
leap to safety. 

Sunday’s 4-1 win over 
Norwich put them seven 
points clear of the Premier 
League’s bottom three. 

“I never really look 
down,” said Lambert. “Peo¬ 
ple were saying last week 
that West Ham were well 
and truly out of it and all of 
a sudden we are level with 
them. 

“We will try to get to the 
next team above us and I 
never look at it negatively, 
I always think we can win 
games.” 

“We are a young team and 
we are miles from where we 
want to be. 

“But we are slowly but 
surely getting there and if 
they keep growing and being 
confident their careers will 
keep going. 


Clean sweep for Old Hales rugby squads 


BEDFORD Athletic 27 OH lsts 31 

The Old Halesonians club enjoyed a clean 
sweep as all of their teams were victorious. 

Hales travelled to bottom of the table 
Bedford Athletic to what should have been 
a comfortable win. 

For the first 20 minutes Bedford were to¬ 
tally dominant, two tries in succession, both 
converted and a penalty from pressure, 
again in the backs, gave them a 17-0 lead. 

The visitors seemed to leave their game 
on the bus but fought back for an uncon¬ 
verted try by wing Simon Sabel. 

Bedford again took the initiative with 
back play and scored another converted try 


Rugby 


to lead which visibly shocked the visitors 
into action. 

The Hales pack took control and after 12 
phases of driving play by Breese, Jordan, 
Taylor, Evans, Fitzgerald and Dempsey 
gained valuable ground. 

A penalty to Hales after continued pres¬ 
sure saw the visitors elect a scrum, the pack 
drove forward for scrum half Nathan Jones 
to nip over for a try, converted by Powell. 

In the second half Luke Smith went over 
for a try, converted by Powell 24 -19. 


On 50 minutes loose head prop Tom 
Dempsey drove over for a try, converted 
again by Powell. 

Bedford were not out of it yet, more elu¬ 
sive back play gave them ground close to 
the Hales try line, a well-taken drop goal 
put Bedford ahead 27 - 26. The next 10 min¬ 
utes were frantic and crucial for Hales, they 
battled hard in spite of two yellow cards 
leaving 13 players on the field. 

Forwards again did their stuff forcing an¬ 
other penalty close to the the visitors line 
wide out. Another scrum was elected, the 
drive was there, scrum half Jones again on 
the ball for a deciding close quarter try. The 


conversion failed but Hales retained a 27 - 
31. Hales meet staunch rivals Bournville at 
home this week for another crucial game, 
kick off 3pm. Also Old Halesonians host 
their annual players reunion lunch at the 
club, commencing at 12.30pm. 

Worcester 2nds 30 
Old Halesonians 2nds 36 
Old Hales 3rds 41 Worcester 3rds 12 
Tries: Gaz Price, Ben Roberts, Alex Ec- 
cles, Steve Deakin (3) and Lee Davis 
Old Hales 4ths 36 Worcester 4ths 26 
Lichfield 7 Old Hales Colts 17. 

Colts had a convincing win away to Li¬ 
chfield. 


SAXONS SHARE IN 
THE GAME SPOILS 


Macclesfield Blues 26 Stourbridge Saxons 26 

A NERVE-shredder at Priory Park saw 
the spoils shared after Jamie Hearn’s 
75th minute penalty goal brought the 
scores level. 

The Saxons showed great fight and resil¬ 
ience, twice having to claw their way back from 
10-point deficits through second half tries by 


Ben Barkley and Nile 
Dacres, by the end 
they were in the as¬ 
cendancy and looking 
to sneak a win against 
visibly tiring oppo¬ 
nents. 

The Saxons opened the 
scoring with a Hearn pen¬ 
alty when a tackier failed to 
release. 

The Saxons were penal¬ 
ised at the scrum though, it 
was kicked into the corner 
and a catch and drive was 
fed to hulking second row 
Dean Williams who barged 
over from short range. 

Another attempted catch 
drive by the hosts was held 
out before Stobart went 
as clean though again but 
failed to gather ex DK man 
Jordan Brookes’ pass. 

Touchdown 

The Saxons couldn’t get 
out of their 22 although and 
another catch and drive 
saw No.8 Ryan Parkinson 
getting the touchdown. 

Macclesfield coughed up 
a penalty in the tackle area 
that Hearn drilled over from 
30 metres out. The Sax¬ 
ons were starting to show 
greater signs of urgency, 
good breakdown work by 
Eji Uzoigwe securing an op¬ 
portunity that Hearn coolly 
slotted from 40m out. 


Rugby 


Hearn just pulled a dif¬ 
ficult early second half 
penalty attempt wide, Mac¬ 
clesfield drove back and 
were only denied by White’s 
cover tackling and a loose 
pass from centre Davenport 
with the line at his team 
mate’s mercy. 

TheSaxons conceded a 
penalty deep in their 22 that 
the hosts opted to scrum, 
Brookes taking advantage 
to scamper over and score. 

Drew Harper’s drive from 
the base of the scrum was 
similarly held up, but the 
next drive set bore fruit 
when Nile Dacres stretched 
out to score. 

A worked move to Dacres 
moved play back into the 
host’s territory and desper¬ 
ate Macclesfield defenders 
conceded a penalty just out¬ 
side their 22. 

Up stepped Hearn, the 
ball flew between the posts 
and the scores were level 
with just five minutes to 
play. 

The Saxons ran the ball 
from deep, forcing another 
penalty near their own 10 
metre line but then lost the 
ball in contact. A careless 
penalty at the tackle gifted 
the hosts a touch kick which 
reached the Saxons’ 22 but 
they cleared their lines.. 



Saxons’ full back Tom Jarvis on the attack during the match against Macclesfield which ended in a 

draw 


Banbury 
crash to 
fifth loss 

Banbury United 0 
Stourbridge 4 

TWO goals apiece for Ben 
Billingham and Luke Ben- 
bow earned Stourbridge 
victory as Banbury crashed 
to a fifth successive league 
defeat. 

Gary Hackett’s men took 
the lead after 33 minutes 
with a poor clearance from 
Tom Ryan going straight to 
Sean Geddes who drilled in 
a low 20-yard shot that hit 
the base of Kwame Fordah’s 
right-hand post before roll¬ 
ing along the goal-line for 
Billingham to tuck away. 

The visitors doubled their 
lead five minutes later after 
Kyle Haynes played the ball 
forward through the right 
channel area and Billing¬ 
ham squared the ball across 
low for Benbow to net. 

Stourbridge stretched 
their lead further on 58 
minutes as the referee 
played a good advantage 
enabling Kayelden Brown 
to drive on before sending 
the ball crossfield to Drew 
Canavan and from his right- 
wing cross Benbow was able 
to head home. 

Billingham added a fourth 
goal twelve minutes from 
time after a clearance by 
keeper Fordah was fed to 
him from Geddes. 

A goodbye to 
Baggies' Stan 

ALBION paid tribute to 
Stan Rickaby after the for¬ 
mer Baggies full-back died 
at the age of 89. 

The right-back made 205 
appearances, scoring twice 
during five years at The 
Hawthorns. 

TheEngland international 
won a 1954 FA Cup-win¬ 
ners’ medal after playing in 
every round before missing 
the final due to injury. 
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Reduce heat loss 
by up to 75% 

Replacing your old Double Glazed Units with Pilkington 
Energikare -will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75% 

Locks, Handles, Hinges 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE - FREE QUOTATION Dclph GlclZCCl. UllltS 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UAwww.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

Telephone :01384 573 074 
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